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Art. I. Fhe Minfirets” or, the’ Pragrefs: of Genius,’ J: Pomé . 
ag 2d? ob Pea hae sure haus A vid Os leads enllce, « 
HE effeéts of ENTHUSIASM in poetry are fo very different 
» fromsits influences on: religion, that, though» poifan'to 
thedatter;: idfis nutriment to. the foymer.; Nothing can be more, 
frongly:charaterized than: this: genuine enthufiaimd . Nothin; 
more eafy to. be diftinguifhed:-l-Pope never knew it; he had 
wit, he had: elécance, harmony,vand vivacity’s but, he: never 
watia jactetionihus nature confiliisy.: The: ingenti:perculfus amare 
med: to bewiicshe did not: underftand:; was certainly. what 
be.did natifeel,.: ist Spenfes there is hardlya pagerwhich does 
not bear vifible marks of it; and what’-but this: could. now ree 
concile usta: the, dry perplexity of hia allegory, the! firequestly 
naufeating circumftances, of his imagery, and the tirefome wai- 
 formity of his meafute:?—-lt is\fortunate for the Author. of thig 
oem, that,,as he has thought sproper. to adopt the datters he 
asithe fame happy.enthufiafmsto: fupport, and’ sender it agrese 
able. He gives the following acount of his performance ;: » 
s My defipn * was to trace the progrefs of :a, pnetie¢ah genius, 
born ina rude-:and illiterate age, from, the fir dawnings of 
Fancy and Reafon,. till that periad .at which.b¢ may be thoughe 
capable of fupporting the character of a Minftrel, that is wy al. 
itinerant poet and mufician’; a.charatter, which, a¢cerding to 
the notions of our. forefathers,, was not only refpectable but fas 
ered, . A pogtical ‘lluftration of fuch a fubjedt feemed ‘to pro- 
nife variety of amufement, ang even fome topics of “alsabtion 
both moral -and philofophical... Perhaps T mitonk ¢ “as well ag 
my own abilities; however, in. making a trial’ there could pot 


A 








_* The firt bing of this performance, the Author fays,"was fuge 
in lt aca Percy’s ingenious Effay ox the Englifo Mitfrels, prec 
heed £0 his pA yolyme of Rg LiQuas OF Ancient ENGLisn Postey, 


-. Vor, XLTY. o% = ‘ be 











, 
5 
4 
‘ 
i 
: 
 _—— 
. 








266 The Minftrels or, the Progrefs of Genius. 


be much harm. My friends are pleafed with what I have done, 
but, as they cannot entirely acquit themfelves of partiality, 
advife me to lay a fpecimen before the public. 

¢ The purfuits and amufements of the Minftre}’s childhoog 
and early youth, are defcribed in the firft book; which, if the 
title were altered, and a few phrafes ftruck out that refer to g 
fequel, might, perhaps, be confidered as a fort of whole by itfelf, 
The incidents that ‘qualify him for bis profeffion, and determine bim to 
enter upon it, will furnifh materials for the books that are to follow, 
If this be honoured with the public approbation, I thal! think 
it has merit fufficient to juftify my beftowing fome time in 
finifhing what remains, which is already in great forwardnefs, 
Should it be unfuccefsful, I will, with no great concern, re- 
liiiquifh a fcheme, which cannot be completed without fuch an 
expence of time and thought, as a perfon in my way of life can- 
not eafily fpare. Jf, as the Critics tell us, the chicf end of puery 
is t0 pleafe, {urely the man who writes verfes with fome incon- 
venience to himfelf, and without any pleafure to the public, 
Spends his time to very Sietle purpofe. 

‘¢ [have endeavoured to imitate Spenfer, not in his allegory, 
@r antiquated dialect, which, though graceful in him, appear 
fometinies aukward in modern writers, but in the meafure and 
harmotiy of his verfe, and in the fimplicity and variety of his 
cditipofition. All antiquated ‘expreflions I have ftudioufy 
avoided, admitting, however, fome old words, where t 
fiemed - mate f{uitable to the fubje&; bat I hope none will 
be foutid that are how obfolete, or in any degree unimelbigible 
to a Yeader of Englith poetry.’ 

Ta dre above account the Author informs us, that ¢ she mnci- 
dents that ‘qualify dhe Minftrel for his profefion, and determine 
hiith to enter opon it, will farnifh materials for the books hae 
. a % foRow.’ We would not ‘by any means have shim ftop 
héro, The Minftrel’s ‘proprefs ‘to his profefion cannot polibly 
be fo etitertaining ws his ‘pradtice in &. To reprefent ‘him in 
his ‘itinerant life, to invent amufing incidents ‘exprefiive of the 
thight of ‘hie minftrely over the natural and imoral evils that 
ay _— the: peace of families where he is envertained, and 
overa ! | 

* The ftrewed ills'thae watch his way, 
would céttaiiily'be a gloridiis ficld for fancy and variety. What, 
for inftance, could be thdre‘fttiking than the Minftrel’s folicit- 
ing €nitéftainiheiit at the Yoor of Spleen or Avarice, elevating 
the heart of ote, and opening that of ‘the other! The defcrip- 
tion of fo many different objets would greatly animate and di- 
verfify the poem. 

The Author quotes an obfervation of the Critics, that the 
chief end of poetry is to pleafe’ This ‘maxim has lately been 
afferted by Dr. Hurd, but not-fupported ; and it is in a as in- 
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fupportable as it is idle. If the end of poetry is to pleafe, it is 
fit too; for every thing is profitable, even in a moral 


to pro , 
fenfe, that produces inoffenfive pleafure. 


‘The Minftrel opens with the following ftanzas : 
Ah! who can tell how hard it is to climb 
The fteep, where Fame’s proud temple fhines afar! 
Ah! who can tell how many a foul fublime 
Hath. felt the influence of malignant ftar, 
And waged with fortune an eternal war! 
Check’d by the {coff of Pride, by Envy’s frown, 
And Poverty’s unconquerable bar, 
In life’s low vale remote hath pined alone, 


Then dropt into the grave unpitied, and unknown! 


And yet, the languor of inglorious days 
Not equally oppreflive is to all. 
‘Him, who ne’er liften’d to the voice of praife, 
The filence of negle& can ne’er mo. 
There are, who, deaf to mad Ambition’s call, 
Would fhrink to hear th’ obftreperous trump of Fame, 
Supremely bleft, if to their perio fall 
_. Health, Competence, and Peace. Nor higher aim 
Had xe, whofe fimple tale thefe artlefs lines proclaim. 
The fentiment of the firft ftanza appears too clofely copied 
from a paflage in the Church-yard Elegy to. give either merit to 
the Author, or pleafure to the Reader. The fecond ftanza is 
more original, excepting the phrafe of ‘ health, competence, 
and peace,’ which ought. not to have been admitted, as. being 


too trite, and too much hackneyed for elegant poetry. 


This fa ient age difclaims all claffic a 
“Elfe I fhould here ip cunning phrafe difplay, 
"How forth the Minftrel fared it. days of yore, 
Right glad of heart, though homely in array, 
Cho.) Bhi waving locks, and beard all hoary grey: 
.. , And-from ‘his bending shoulder decent hung 
His harp, the fole companion of his way, . 
Which to the whittling wind refponfive rung, 
And ever as he went, fome merry tay he fung. 


The two firft lines of :this ftanza appear affectedly antiquated, 
which it generally is, and ought always to be, the Author’s 
obje& to avoid. ‘Fher¢ is moreover a want. of truth in the 
former. The de(cription of the Minftrel’s fallying forth is in- 
artificial, but not the Iels pleafing on that account. — 


Life’s flender fuftenance his only meed 
Twas all he hoped, and all his heart defired. 
And fuch Dan Homer was, if right I read, 
Though with the gifts of every mule infpired. 
O when fhall.moderm bard like him be fired! | 
T 2 | Give 
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c 2. Give me but Teifure to attend: his | ays, Gratt eon) 
L.care nots: though my:rhimes, be ne’er admired,. ©; 3),~. _, 
For fweeter joy his matchlefs {traun fhall raife,..- ) 4; 
Than courts or, kings can yield, with, penfions, potts, andpraife, 


In purfuing the ‘path of fimplicity great care ought, to he taken 
in avoiding the burlefque. The prepohttive Dan feems now to 
have acquired that,air., We fhould,therefore prefer the bZzonian 
Bard, or fome fimijartappellation, to Dan Homer,, .Tdhs follow. 


ing lines are fimple, pathetic, and beautiful : ny 


Rife, fons of harihony; and: hail the’ morh, ~ het i) 


While warbling larks oh i a ont fibdd °° * San. 
Or feek at nioon'the woodland feéné'remdte,’* 
Where the’ otey’ lifnets carol’ from the hilt, 
O let them ne’gr, ; ‘with artificial POW ot ats ase herd 
To pleafe a tyrant, ftrain the hittle-bill, : 


But fing what heaven. infpires, and. wander’ where they will. 


Yet, in our opinion, they sare: introduced ‘abruptly 3. ‘dnd the 
epithet ft, et, apphied to the Jark’s « piition, having’ Be) connection 
with her harmohy,’ is in’ this ‘place feperfludas, ° ‘Fhe'* ‘epithet 
prey, applied to, the linet; is) hot - bedialfe: it Gifting hithes 
the bird. It_,is eBlervable that Vir stowing mn ules ‘an, epithet 

ithout. ferving foe od a thet owing  fanza. has, very 


ind of merit ; 76, S15 
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O. how can't x0U renounce the seat fore, . ee “a Ae 

, “OF charms,, NS Nature to her, Peser ieldst? °°" 4 
The warbling WoodJand, thé réfou ing Bort,” eet 
The pomp of gtdves, and parititure ele Wt ‘208ag be 
All-that the*sédial-ray ‘of ‘motiniitisl lass) oc itn 299002 00) 


And all that echges to ,the fong. pete ) r 

All that the mountain’s ‘helsing be fom, fhields,' <' 1 

And all the dread magnificence CAVED, 5 ve ie 
O how can’it thon Fenounce, and esi to be forgiven!’ 4 


The defcription.of the Minftrel’s childhood and. early youth 
will be found tozbe:a ‘genuine. painting of wires 4 fuch, at 
leaft, as are of her fgoret councils 109 Slob a st f 


And yet poor dwin was no vulgar ‘boys 
Deep ct Post feem’d 'to fix’ yee eee APaRY eye. ne 


tec Dainties"he nééded not,. nor, gaudésinoz toys! 2 we: 
» 1) Save one, Short; pipe: of rudeft minftrelfy. vines f 
ery » Silent, when , glad ; ,affectionate, though hy ; ; ot ‘B 


. And.now, ‘iaok was. moft demurely fad, 
And now he laugh’d’ aloud, yet none, knew why. | 
The neighboars ftar’d and ‘figh’ds ‘yet blefs'd the lad; - °° 
. Some douml him wondrous wife, .and,fome believ’d him mad, 


But why fhould ¥ his childifh feats difplay? °— 

Concourfe and noifé'and toil he ever fled; ~~ 

Nor caret: to‘ mingle in the clamoyous fray 

Of {quabbling imps; but to the fogeit fped, a 
) . 
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Or roam’d at large the lonely mountain’s heads . 

Or,’ where the maze of fome bewilder’d ftream: . 
_ 'Todeep, untrodden groyes his footfteps led}, |’ 

There. would he.wander wild, till Phacbus’? beam ifs 
Shot from the weftern cliff, reliey d.the weary team. ts 


Th’ exploit of ftrength, dexterity, or {peed 

To him nor vanity, nor joy could bring. 

His heart, from cruel {port eftrang’d would bleed 
To work. the woe of any living ug 2 ' 
By trap,.or net; by arrow, or by fling; Lane 
Thefe he detefted, thofe he fcorn’d to wield 5 
He willi’d-to be the guardian, not the king, ~ 
Tyrant far lefs, or traitor-of the field: . °. 


And fare the fylvan reign unbloody joy: might yield. Ay 
Le!’ where the fripling, wrapt in wonder, ‘roves’ 
Beneath the precipice, o’erhung with pine ; :" vot 


And fees, on high, amidft th’ encircling. groves, 
From cliff to cliff the foaming torrents fhine: — __ 
While waters, woods, and winds in concert join, 
And echo {wells the chorus,to the fkies, : 
Would Edwin this majeitic {cene refign 
For aught the huntfman’s, puny..craft fupplies ? 

Ah! no: he better knows great Nature’s charms to prize. 


And oft he traced the uplands, to furvey 
When o’er-the fky advanced the kindling dawn, 
The crimfon cloud, blue main, and mountain grey, 
And lake dim-gleaming on the fmoky lawn; 
Far to the: Weft the long long vale withdrawn, 
Where twilight. loves to linger fora while ; 
And now he faintly kens the bounding fawn, 
And villager abroad at early toil.— 
But, lo! the fun appears! and.heaven, earth, ocean {mile. 


And oft the craggy cliff he lov’d to climb, 

When 411 in mift the world below was loft. 

What dreadful pleafure ! there to ftand fublime, 

Like fhipwreck’d mariner on defert coaft, 

And view th’ enormous watfte of vapour, toft 

In billows, lengthening to th’ horizon round, 

Now fcoop’d in galphs, with mountains now emboft ! 

And hear the voice of mirth ‘and fong rebound, 
Flocks, herds, and waterfalls along the hoar profound! 


In truth he was a ftrange and wayward wight, . 
Fond of each gentle'and each dreadful fcene. 
In darknefs, and in ftorm, he found delight ; 
Nor lefs, than when an ocean-wave ferene. .... 
The fouthern fun diffufed his dazzling fhene, 
Even fad vicifittude amus’d his foul’: 

And if 4 figh would fometimes intervene, 

And down his cheek-a tear of pity roll, 


_ fi figh, a tear fo fweet, he with’a not to controul, 


s.2 fn 
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In ftanzas xxxii. and xxxiii. the Author has done injaftice ta 
his abilities, by making ufe of the trite fimile of the boy’s run, 
ning to catch the rainbow; but, after his reflections on the 
difappointments of age, he has made amends by 4 very juft and 
truly philofophical obfervation : 


But why should forefight thy fond heart alarm ? 

Perih the lore that deadens young defire } 

Purfue, poor imp, th’ imaginary charm, 

Indulge gay Hope, and her Fancy’s fire ; 
Fancy and Hove too foon fhall of themfelves expire, 


Though the Author may have borrowed this thought from 
Rouffeau’s Emilius, yet ftill we are obliged to him for the 
pleafing drefs he has given it. MEAT MENT SF S1s tae 
Two ftanzas more on early poetical imagination will not be 

difpleafing: ; 

When the long-founding curfew from afar 

Loaded with loud lament the lonely gale, 

Young Edwin, lighted by the evening-ftar, 

Lingering, and liftening, wander’d down the vale, 

There would he dream of graves and corfes pate ; 

And ghofts, that to the charnel-dungeon throng, 

‘And drag-a length of riper chain, and wail; 

Till filenced by the owls terrific fong, 

Or blaft, that fhrieks by fits the fhuddering ifles along, 


Or, when the fetting’ moon in crimfon dy’d, 
Hung o’er the dark and melancholy cts . 
To haunted ftream, remote from man, he hied, 
Where Fays, pf yore, their revels wont to keep ; 
And there let fancy roam at large, till fleep 
A yifion brought to his entranced fight. 
And firft, a wildly-murmuring wind "gan creep 
Shrill to his ringing ear, then tapers bright, 
With inftantaneous gleam, illumed the vault of night. © 


The following defcription of morn will be admitted as ge- 
nuines ; : 


Rut who the melodies of morn can tell ? 
The wild brook babbling down the mountain’s fide ; 
The lowing herd ; the fheepfold’s fimple bell ; 
The pipe of early thepherd dim defcried 
In the lone valley ; ecchoing far and wide 
The clamorous horn along the cliffs above ; 
The hollow firarmur of the ‘ocean-tide ; 
The hum‘of bees, aid linnet’s lay of love, 
And the full choir that wakes the ‘niverfal grove. 
The cottage-curs at early pilgrim bark ; . 
Crowned with her pail, the tripping milkmaid fings ; 
The whiftling plowman ftalks a eld: and, hark! 
Down the rough flope the pondérous waggon rings ; rT : 
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‘ ‘Through ruftling corn the hare aftonifh’d {prings ; 
Slow tolls the village-clock the drowfy hour 5 
The partridge burits away on whirring wings 5 
Deep mourns the turtle in fequefter’d bower, 
And fhrill lark carols clear from her aéreal tour. 


We would recommend it to the Author to alter the laft line 
of ftanza viii. He will fee that it is below the mark of true 


ynd elegant fimplicity. 1, ; 





Ant. II, An Effay on Military Firft Principles. By Major Tho- 
mas Bell. 8vo. 4s. fewed. Becket. 1770. 


ROM this fpecimen of Major Bell’s abilities, he appears 

to be a good foldier, and it would have given us pleafure 
could we have added that he is alfo a good writer. By a good 
writer is here meant, one whofe knowledge of language is equal to 
the purpofe for which the pen is aflumed : for to write, and at 
the fame time to difclaim all pretenfion to literary fkill, though 
this is fometimes done, is an abfurd affectation of felf-denial, 
and ftands no chance of being accepted as a fatisfactory apo- 
gy. for infufficiency. 

he language of this tract is by no means equal to the mat- 
ter of it: for it is fo obfcure, and the train of thought is fo 
defultory, that in reading the preface we could not help con- 
trating an unfavourable idea of the work that was to follow, 
asa fyftem of firft principles, or elements of military fcience. 
The firft principles of any art, are its fundamental truths; and 
on the proper choice and clear eftablifhment of thefe princi- 
ples, depend the ftrength, fymmetry, and beauty, of the fuper- 
ftructure raifed on them. But though the Author is fond of 
the expreffion firf? principles, let the Reader determine by the 
following extract from his preface, whether we have done this 
gentleman any injuftice by thefe preliminary obfervations : 

‘ To treat of any art or fcience by a primary relation of firf 
principles, and from thofe principles to attempt to draw juft infe- 
rences, muft ever be the way leait liable to err, and when erring, 
its errors the eafieit perceived :—for that method which drily ad- 
drefles itfelf to the underitanding alone, will ever by it have its 
fytems acknowledged, or deteéted and exploded. 

* There are fome truths to which a large part of mankind give an 
entire affent, yet it has been thought neceflary to have thofe truths, 
thofe firft principles by all confefied, to all for ever repeated and 
inculeated, 

* The firft principles of all military matters have ever had, and 
perhaps ever will have, the utmoft neceffity of repetition ; as peace 
fontinually fhews in all flates, pratices and cuftoms repugnant to 
frue principles, and war has ever produted plans and aétions where 


principles have been unknown or forgotten, 
T 4. ; * Whatever 
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¢ Whatever profeflion is embraced as the purfuit for life, to ay, 
tive at, colmprehénd, and if poflible, be matter of the firft pring. 
ples of fuch profellion, muft be the ardent with, nay the ‘on y, the 
ultimate end of all application.For he who applies himfelf to an 
bufinefs, art, or {cience, civil or military, and although poffefiin 
the ercateft love, the utmoft paffion for it, yet if he does not obtain 
a knowledge of the true means, of frft leading truths, he neyey 
can arrive atthe onlyend, . | . 

‘fIn the military profeffion firft principles are the only governing 
rulés; if they are difregarded, appearances may dazzle and miflead, 
_and the moft fatal effects may flow from a choice void of attention 
tothem. al 

‘ Without firft ptinciples all forts of preparations in peace, all 
forts of operations in wart will never be brought to the bar of truth 
—which is alio the bar of national utility and of viciory,—and all 
warfare will pafs away without impreffing on the mind truths and 
lights for future conduét and future benefit :—they are the only clue 
that lead through the labyrinth ; they fet up and pull down ftates 
and kingdoms :—with fuch companions, all countries find every 
thing within theinfelves ;—the clothing, the exercife, the manceuvres, 
‘the difcipline of troops are found without external fearch. 

“ Cicero isan authority that may without fear be cited, in his 
treatile De Oratcre he writes, ‘* I pofitively fay there is no/art in 
which rules can be laid down for all its effeéts, but whoever has 
entered into the nature of certain directing principles, can never be 
under any difficulty of compafling the reft.” 

‘ There can be no man fo ideal, fo abfolutely uninformed, fo 
unterreflrial, as to fuppofe any fociety of men will, for any length 
of time, act up to the firfl principles of their inftitution ; but the 
neceflity for knowing firft principles is not in the leaft deftroyed 
thereby, for in critical fituations it muft be from the perception of 
fuch truths, and the aéting. confiftently with them, that can alone 
give birth to fafety ; and the military fociety can in war only hope 
for victory and conqueft, but by the like fimilar means. 

* All hiflory from the firft record of events to the prefent time, 
however voluminous and various, might have the greateft part of its 
military relations comprized in a very few pages of firft principles.’ ’ 

From this laft paragraph the Author does not appear to ufe 
his words wiih any precifion ; for we can never fuppofe that 
the greateft part of the military re/ations in hiftory, might be 
comprized in a few pages of firft principles; though pofibly 
the principles of attack and defence, deduced from thofe relations 
of military tranfactions, might be contained in a very {mall 
compafs. 

‘The vague ufe our Author makes of his terms, is ftill more 
2pparent in the following paflage, where, for fir/? principle, the 
fenfe of the paflage requires fir/t duty, and they are by mo means 
fynonimous expreflions. 

‘ The firft principle of a commander in war, is, to ftudy the 
fubject, be it campaign, battle, fieze, or expedition. A dug 
attention to fuch principle, is. productive of found plans, of en- 

terprize, 
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terprizes of conqueft, decifivenefs of conduat, happy decifions, 


‘of little laughter, undifmay, and victory. ’ 


A writer of fcientific principles, has no«mianner of ufe for fi- 
gurative modes of expreflion ; brevity and perfpicuity being the 
be(t charaéteriftics of his language. The enfuing odd incohe- 
rent fimile could not be paffed over without notice : 

< All fancies in war might be like infeCtious provifions, bu- 
tied ; and when peace comes, they might be ploughed up, and 
fee day-light, if it fhould be fo ordained.’ ; 

The objects of Mr. Bell’s attention, are treated of in the fol- 
lowing order: Of Firft Principles—Invafions in general, and their 


Principles—Exercife—Exercife of the Firelock—~Battalion Firings— 


volutions—War in general, and of its Study—Campaigns— Battles 
—Sieges—Expeditions—T be long Linen Gaiter—A Clak—The Mi- 
litary Conftitution, and of Difcipline—Light Infantry—Power of 
Speech. = 
Though this arrangement of fubjects cannot be called either 
analytical or fynthetical, yet in a detached view there are many 
judicious and, pertinent remarks under each head, which prove 
the Major not to have: been inattentive to thofe ftudies which 


diftinguifh the able officer. wn 

That our military readers may be enabled to form a compe- 
tent judgment of the manner in which thefe principles are de- 
livered, we fhall give that fection entire which treats of battles.: 

‘ Battles have ever been the laft refource of good generals ;. a 
fituation where chance and accident often baffle and overcome the 
moft’ prudential and moft able arrangements, and where fuperiority 
in numbers by no means are certain of fuccefs, is fuch’ as'is never 
entered into without a clear neceflity for fo doing.—The fighting a 
battle only becaufe the enemy is near, or from having no other 
formed plan of offence, is a direful way of making war: Darius loft 
his crown and life by it; King Harold of England did the fame; and 
Francis I, at Pavia, loft the battle, and his fame Ee olbed 
France fought the battle of Poictiers, though ruin attended his ene- 
my if he did not fight. : 

‘ The true fituation for giving battle, is when an army’s fituation 
cannot be worfe, if it is defeated, than it muft be if it does not 
fight at all, and when the gain may be great, and the lofs little. — 
Such was the Duke of Comberland’s at Haftenbeck, and Prince Fer- 
dinand’s at Fellinghaufen. 

' © Another fituation ‘for giving battle, or attacking, is, when the 
enemy fhall have put himfelf, or be drawn into a fituation in which 
there may be the moft moral probability of defeating him. 

‘ There may be exigencies of ftate that require its army to attack 
the enemy at all events. —Such were the caufes of the battles of Blen- 
heim; and of Zorndorff and Cunnefdorff in the late war. 

‘ Another caufe for giving battle, is, to attempt to relieve a place 
befieged, when, by overcoming either the befieging army or the 
covering one, the enemy may be obliged to abandon the fiege, when, 
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if defeated, the enemy’s offenfive projects can only aim at the taking 
of the place. . 

* A battle may alfo be proper to be given when any great corps 
js near making a junction with the army of the enemy, which, when 
made, will give kim fuch a sna as to be decifive of the 
campaign in his favour, and when a defeat will not difenable to 
purlue the defenfive plan. : é' 

¢ Extraordinary de{pondency in an army, a want of all confidence 
in their chief or chiefs, a difunion among them, the general com- 
manding not in any great meafure to be dreaded, the army differently 
compofed, and badly difciplined, and the oppofites of the foregoing 
being in the fing army, may induce the general of the latter to 
give battle. uch circumftances, in great meafure, caufed the battle 
wf Rofbach to be fought by the Profiians. , , 

* The preparations for battle admit of infinite variety; by a 
knowledge of the detail of battles, the precept will er the 
example.—The main general preparatives are, to profit of any ad- 
vantage otgroends that the tactical form of the army be in fome 
meafure adapted to it; and that fuch form is, if poflible, a form 
tactically better than the adverfary’s ; and, in forming the army, to 
have a moft careful attention to multiply refources, fo that the fate 
of the army does not hang on one or two fingle efforts ; to ere any 
particular part of the army, whofe quality 1s fuperior to fuch part 
an the enemy’s army, a pofition that enfures action; and, finally, 
to have a rear by nature, or, if poflible, by art, capable of checking 
the enemy in cafe of defeat, 

‘ Since the ufe of fire arms, tactics have in great meafure heen 
difregarded ; thofe forms have only been fought which oppofed the 
ep quantity of fire: cannon will deftroy columns, and troops 

awn up with depth, are not fo properly formed to defend hedges, 
where a long line of fire may be neceflary : but, however, victories 
periPs may be gained at prefent by mere dint of tacticifm, as 

nrely as they were ever gained heretofore. 

* If an army attacks, and. marches of. courfe to its adverfary, im- 
preflion muft be its objegt, and that very often will be beft done by 
an effort of weight upon a particular part; for when one part of an 
army gives ground, it is in general likely it will be defeated.—The 
concealing the real purpofed attack may not always be poffible, 
from the nature of the ground affording the enemy a view of all 

roceedings ;, but it will, on the contrary, very often permit conceal- 
ae arfhal Luxembourg, at the battle of Fleurus, perceiving 
the Prince of Waldeck could not fee the march of his cavalry on the 
left wing, drew them upon the Prince’s right, which they attacked, 
and aie the victory. 

‘ The drawing up an army in two long lines and a fhort one, 
muft be from the different nature of ground, the different form and 
numbers. of the enemy, only juft taking things as they are found, 
without any fort of adjufting grmics to ground, and to their op- 
ponents. | 

‘ The coup d’aeil of field fortification is, by irregular and detached 


works adapted to ground, to form a complete fyftematical piece of 


fortification, though to a common eye disjointed and uncounecer = 
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qe coup A’ ail of battle fs to throw an attacking army into only one, 
ps, or two or three points of form that thall bear down, od 
f recellion of refoutce, drive away an oppofition not formed ad- 


9] «quate to repulfe its attackers. 


‘The ftratagems of battle are without end.—If any particular 


: part of the enemiy’s atiny fhould be lefs liable to réfGift than the other 


parts, there would be attack on that part. ; 
‘Jt has been faid, the Duke of Cumberland’s fituation at Haften- 
yck was one to tgive battle in.—The Duke having been, from the 
t faperiority of the French army, obliged to retreat, arrived at 
beck; if he retreated farther, the eleéterate of Hanover was 


ertainly loft; if he fought a battle, and Was beat, he could but 


hen fill retreat, and lofe the electorate ; and if he was victorious; 
ye might be able to preferve Hanover, if not fome part of the 
bithoprics :—if he had fought a battle before, he would have had 
jo near place of fafety for retreats and if he fought it on the 
ground near Haftenbeck, he had Hamelin ¢lofe in his rear, which 
would afford him a fecure and a fafe one.—Here then was a true 
ftuation to fight a battle, much to be got by its gain, and nothing 
io be loft by defeat *, . | 

‘ Duke Ferdinand, at the battle of Fellinghaufen, had Ham to 


his retreat ; if he eroffed the Lippe without fighting, Lipftade . 


would have quickly been invefted ; if he did fight, and was fuccefs- 
fal, the fecurity of the bifhoprics would y be the fruits of the 
faccefs :—-if he was beat, he then only would have croffed thé 
Lippe, and do what he would otherwife have done had he paffed it 
without fighting at all.—Moreover, the having both the Frerich ar+ 
whies acting againft his.whole army, was a point to be withed ; ift, 
Becaufe his army was unable to divide in any degree of aa. 
tion to the French ; and, as there was a great jealoufy and di agrees 
mént between the French Marthals, he might reafonably and jufti- 
fiably hope that fuch jealoufy would produce its natural effects, and 
which it did do.—This then was another fituation for battle, where 
the gain was great and probable, the lofs not to be attended with 

effects, and where an opportunity offered to fight, with fuch 
a ¢ircumftances, as, if miffed, would not probably be re- 
gained, 

* The King of Pruffia’s battles, during the late war, were chiefly 
battles of fate neceffity; he was ruined if he did not fight.—In 
1758, when the King of Proflia fought the battle of Zorndorff, his 
tounitry was either to be ravaged by the Auftrians or the Rafe 
fians, if he agted on the defenfive, as he could not make ‘head 
apainft both s—a battle therefore. might free him from one, and en- 
able him to keep the other in check at leaft.—The viftory of Zorh+ 
dorf ‘freed him from the Ruflians, and gave him liberty to ac 
againit the Auftrians. : 

* In 175% the ‘battle of Cunnefdorff again the Reffians, wae 
anethér folute neceflity: all the Pruffian dominions were in pof- 
fefion of his enemies ;. defending was rain; end nothing but vic- 
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* Our Aathor having, juit before, obferved, ‘that if the Duke’ha 
not fought, he mutt have loft the electorate, , , , 
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tory, ora fevere check; to his adverfaties, could in any Miape an fwer 
is uncommon circumffances. : . 19 .2ahids 
_. € The. compofition of the Imperial. army in 1756, at.the. battle of 
Rofbach, was fuch as might have induced an oppofing general tog 
battle,, fromthe preat. probability of their defeat.—No defence’ fould 
be expegted from)that part af it ‘drawn from. the circles of ‘the Em. 
pire; and its chief, as well.as the French commander, gave fair 
hopesrof, fuccefg,to att attacker. » fs 
_.* The battle of Blenheim was of flate neceflity.—A defenfive play 
would have left: the, French to have wintered in Bavaria, and at.the 
fame time expofed Flanders to lofies, on account-of the abfence of 
its army.-~A battle therefore might gain every thing, and a Jofs.of 
it {carce leave the,empire, more open to the French than before. ... 
'  € The.citing-of a number of examples needs :no other’ pains than 
the perufal of hiftory, where, will be found battles fought on. all 
manner of accounts, fome with folid objects in view, others. when 
fcarce any benefit could attend their gain, others when ruin’ would 
attend their lofs, and little advantage their fuccefs.—Some - fought 
in improper ground, fome with the ground judicioufly chofen ;— 
fome whofe tattical forms bid fair for fuccefs, others almoft enfured 
a.defeat." - ‘initio da of ! . | (1 
‘ The Jaft. Duke of Burgundy, before he fought the battle of 
Granfon againft the Swifs,, was offered every advantage, if he would 
agree to peace, that he could poffefs by viftory; he refufed to treat, 
foyght,)and. was beat..—He dyew up his.men in a narrow pafs; 
where.. the Swifs,.much ;his inferiors in numbers, could, oppofe ag 











great a front as that of his own army. , meat 
‘ When Hannibal fought the battle of Zama, his fecond line ‘4 
having no intervals for the retreat of his firft, was tactically; liable 
to defeat. . yy . : of pout 
‘ When the Hereditary Prince’s army pafled the Rhine, after. the 
affair of Clofter Campen:in 1760,. the French general had the faiteft 
opportunity of deftroying-them.—If he had been repulfed; Wefel 
could be in no danger, and the year fo far advanced, as that no ad+ 
vantages could have acerted ta.the, Allied Army from fuccefs:s jand 
it was in his power, (a thing very rarely the cafe) to.have entered.2s 
little, or as much inte the attack as he had pleafed, for the Prince’s 
bufinefs was to pafs the Rhine;—The Allied Army had! been de- 
feated, and of courfe difpirited,, and were totally worn-down by: want 
of victuals and fatigue.—The:French had gained. a victory, and were 
not in want of provifions.—The Prince’s bridge broke where. there 
was an.entrenchment, to, defend; it, and was obliged; to be; moved 
where. there was none; and farther, upon the leaft faulter, or break; 
or giving ground of the Allied: troops, the.river, Rhine muft: have 
been their fate.—Had the French, general marched his army,,:;which 
was much fuperior to the Prince’s, and attacked before the Allies 
began to pafs, or after fome were paffed, a total, or a very great de- 
ftruction, .muit have’ certainly enfued, and .which.would have been 
of the moft, ferious ;confequences in the fate.of the, next ‘campaign ; 
inftead of which, no attack was made at all, and one of the mof 
folid and uncommon fair opportunities to.deftroy a corps was cece 
! r 
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_« The battle-of Valwih 1747, wasca battke of} réfource s | Marihal 
caxé kept eonttantly feeding the obje& ofsantacke;)i0. 2. Ma btow 

‘ In, fortification, the, defendants -are (chipfly, in. force where ithe 
stack or attacks are made : - in, battle, shes e, attacks, are,, there 
is the principal defence, If an army. ajiathss, it forms. at pleaftrts 
w hakes its points at will; if it defends, it will be difficult fome imes 
‘of etYate into the defigns of the’ enemy," but, ‘when ‘orice'foind) 

‘bby ficceeds to the difcovery.Groutid ‘and numbers ‘muft‘éver 
wad inthe form of ‘battles :—impreffion’ ‘and refource will sever! bid 
fiireft for winning’them.” ©: vai jue avisnodis ea to basins ods 
Left vour Readers dhould be at.ai:lofssto conceive: how the 
punner'of fpeech happens: to be . the ifibjedtn ofa‘ chapter linia 
military: treatife, we-fhall inform: them;:that Major Bell, un+ 
der that head, treats of) the advantagesiof: proper addrefies,to 
foldiers,.by their commanding officers; bb .fignal occafinris;:jin 
critidabfittuations, and important: emergencies, ; ys) i | fi 
ost tall Y gs freed 959 ! igh pec 3)! ibn Ma seer f 


ee TH. News’ Light?sBhown upon’ the Hifory of Mary'Ondbn'a 
‘Wprglaid, 'eldef? Daiighter of Henry VII. °-Addrefled “to Davi 
"Hume; Efq; Author of the Hiftory of the Platttagenéts;"the 
-TYGors,' arid the Stuarts? ‘Tran feted from’ the French’ 
BIO!" $2 feweds! Wilkie vr7y ri Melted oarot tt Pug 
Ay Sithis,.publication, has, impofed. upap, its, Tranflatar, an 
rk 36.it, may fall. into ithe hands.2 ‘Reader bo have il 
acquaintance, with. the Englifh, hiftory,, we think. it our duty tq 
expyfe its defedts, and: to point, out, its general Icope and in~ 
tention. » tery oosctemiaded: ec STE TR ap tefial ia? 
“Inftead of throwing any.light on the trarifactions of Mary’s 
Itigny 4t, ferves. to.involve them in. confufion. and from, the 
eenfure which it has profufely lavifhed on a celebrated hiftorian, 
we can, only learn, that its Author is totally uninformed con- 
cerning the fubject which he has, endeavoured to illuftrate, 
« The following obfervations, at the {ame time that they will 
exhibit a fpecimen of the performance, will furnifh us with an 
oppostunity of making fuch #riGtures on jit as will fufficiently 
evince its imperfections; Sw ae 
.4§ In. the firft volume of the French tranflation of your hiftory 
of the Tudors, fays the Author, addreffin himfelf to Mr. Hume, 





we, read, that during the reign of Edward VI. ‘the Princefs . 


ary his fifter, attempted to efcape witH Charles, her kinfman,, to 
Gund greater perfecutions, but that her defign was difcovered and 
egies This, expreffion ought certainly to be explained: 


| Who. is this kinfman Charles with whom fhe attempted to. 
efcape? Was it Charles-V. her coufin- german? If it was him, 


it thould haye been {aid that fhe attempted. to withdraw, and 


take: refuge with Charles her relation; for certainly that km- 


Peror cid_not then come into i neland to affiit in her efcape. 
- What 


| 
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What ‘fteps did. fhe take in order to leave England (for the 
word attempt implies fome action and effort) and what was dong 
to hinder her flight? Had the fet out in order to embark, o, 
had any vefiel been prepared to receive her? Was fhe ftopped 
pon road before fhe reached the fea-fhore, or was any one 
meafure taken to deprive her of the fhip engaged for her tran. 
ion? One might reafonably expect fomething would haye 
been offered to obviate fuch doubts as muft naturally azife ig 
the mind of an attentive and intelligent Reader. 
- © $f. de Noailles places this proje& of a flight to have 
pened in che fhort interval between Edward’s death and her ad. 
vancement to the throne. He fays, the Princefs had fome 
ef croffing the fea after the death of her brother, :to 
whieh the was adviled by feveral perfons, in order to fecure her 
life apd li ; and adds, that if fhe had then quitted Eng. 
land; not have found one friend to fupport her in. 
tereft, or contribute to her return. It is very probable she re. 
linguithed this defign fo foon as fhe perceived her party was 
sand more numerous than was at firft imagined ; and 
ead of abandoning her hopes to the impulfe of fear and dif. 
truft, ey found herfelf in a condition to render her power se- 
e. 
~ En‘the reign of Edward VI. when Somerfet — the pro- 
Pee the adminiftration of affairs was con pra fe 
Duke of ‘Northumberland, who promoted the principles of the 
feformation ; and among other fleps which were then taken for 
the {uppreffion of popery, it was. determined, that the Princefs 
Mary fhould no loner ‘be fuffered to adhere to the mafs, dnd 
to reject the new liturgy. She was, therefore, remonftrated 
with on this fubjeft ;- and her two chaplains were thrown into 
prifon. In this fituation, dreading farther violence, “ the. en-. 
dravoured, fays Mr. ‘Hume, to make ‘her efcape to * her ‘kinf- 
man Charles; but her defign was difcovered and prevented.” 
That the made this attempt is fufficiently afcertained by authen- 
fic’ proofs, and by the confequences ‘iit praduced. ‘For when 
Charles found that fhe was.detained in England, ‘he threatened 
hoftitities if liberty .of confcience was refufed her; god the 
young King, who lamented ‘his fifter’s obftinacy, was prevailed 
with to allow ‘her to .continue in the Romifh faith. But opt 
Author, while he'is unacquainted with the terms ‘in which Mr. 
Hume jhas expreffed shimfelf, with regard to -this defign, has 
alfo aflerted, that he is miftaken in relation to the period of 





*- Not with. The error of the French tranflator is-afcribed to, Mr. 
Hume. It is oy ridiculous to put .the queftion, Who .is this 
hinfman Charles? Had Mary any other kinfman of that name be- 
fide the Emperor Charles to whom the could think of flying for pro- 
tection ? ; 

time 
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en Mary formed the proje& of her flight. M. de Noailles, 
—— awe this ha in the fhort interval be- 
tween Edward’s death and Mary’s advancement to the throne. 
It is not, however, to this circumftance that M. de Noailles 
has alluded ; and if our Author had given himfelf the trouble to 
confult the Englifh hiftorians, he might have learned, that 
Mary had, at different times, conceived an intention of abandon- 
ing the kingdom. At the time referred to in the difpatches of 
M. de Noailles, the thought of flying into a foreign country, 
in order to efcape the vigilance of the duke of Northumberland, 
whofe criminal ambition had induced him to plot againft her 
life, that he might fecure to lady Jane Grey the fucceffion to 
the crown of England. 

_ The ignorance and inaccuracy fo apparent in the extra& we 
have given from this performance, are no lefs con{picuous:in the 
other obfervations which it contains. It appears to be the pro- 
du@tion of a rigid papift ; and its general tendency is. to vindicate 
the charaéter of Mary from the juft reproaches that have been 
thrown upon it by the proteftant hiftorians. It is. a panegyric 
en a queen, who joined to great weaknefs of underftanding, the 


mott obftinate bigotry and the utmoft malignity of difpofition. St: 





Art. 1V. Critical Obfervations on the Buildings and Improves 
ments of London. 4to. 28. 6d. Dodfley.. 1771. 
N this performance, the particular defeéts of many of our 
public ftruétures are pointed out; and the Author has ve 
ly ‘ridiculed that aukward imitation of the country ‘amid 

the {moke and buftle of the town, which is fo difgufting in 
fome of the {quares‘in this metropolis. But though, in-general, 
his obfervations are juft, we muft remark, that in criticifing fome 
of our public works, which are riot of very modern date, he 
feems inclined to draw conclufions from them concerning the 
tafe ‘of the prefent inhabitants of London. From édifices,‘how- 
ever, which ‘have exifted for any length of time, we can only 
jodve with propriety -of the ideas of elegance and convenience 
Which were entertained at the period of their erection. In this 
cafe'‘we are ‘fiot to reafon fram ‘thé’ paft to the iprefent; and in- 
convenietit ftreets, ‘and unfhapely ‘fabrics, cannot be demolifhed 
in a moment, and inftantly conftru&ted and rebuilt after happier 
models, to pledfethe caprice of a-virtuofo or an artift, 
~ Perhaps ‘the: prefent ‘period is that in which the moft general 
fpirit of improvements of every kind has prevailed in ‘this.coun- 
try; “and to do jtiftice to our Author, he'feems to be abundantly 
fenfible of this taét in'feveral parts-of ‘his‘performance. * Every 
fefion of parliament, :fays‘he, is now marked by fome bill ‘for 
the inclofing of commons, cutting of canals, conftructing ‘of 
bridges, embarking of rivers, making, mending, and watering 
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of highways, and for the paving-and lighting of -ftreéts.’ From: 
the tafte now diffufed’among ‘all ranks of men, the greateft' ad. 
vantages are doubtlefs to: be expected. ‘The improvements bes 
gun, will be'extended and ‘continued 5 and: it is impofiible to 
fay to whatilletigth they fhall be carried, in a country where 
commerce: is! perpetually enriching the individual, and where. 
the difplays of his magnificence are unreftrained by /umptuary 
laws. “be: " ula 
-’ The obj in: London’ fufceptible of the higheft improve- 
ment! inthe opinion of our Author, is the river Thames... ,. 
sof They Thames; the: pride and palladium ‘of London, <has 
hitherto, {ays -he, been ‘allawed to fteal through the town, like 
Mr. Bays’s army, in difguife, while the Seine, :the:Arno, and 
every ditch in Holland; gre adorned with fuperb ‘keys, How- 
ever; the time feems at‘hand when. it: is to emerge‘from its_an< 
tient obfcurity. Already two: bridges, worthy: of its waters, 
ftretch: gracefully from fhore to ftiore 5 and the third, which hag 
fo-long obftru&ted and difhofioured) its ftream, bids: fair. -under 
the prefent‘enlightened fyftem of: the city, to be foon removed,; 
ic may:not'be amifs:to obferveshere, that Blackfryars bridge, to 
its own. intrinfie merit, adds this coricurrent advantageiof iaf« 
fording the -beft-and-perhaps-the-only true point-of-view for-the 
magnificent: cathedral of »$ti\Paul’s, with ‘the various. churches. 
in the amphitheatre that reaches from. Weftminftento the Tower, 
uh Bherprojee of ebanking ,alfo -promifes mush for the em 
bellifament, and, improvement, of the river... Befides the ben 
fit to.napigation, :it opens a; yaft field of: reformation on, the, 
wharfsjandiikeys,. ;The works carrying om,,amid, the; antient, 
ruins of Durham Yard, \is a fample-of what.may.be done in that, 
ways and from the terras of that. ftately pile.we.ean, beft judge 
of, the effecti of, fo noble,an obje& as the Thames. properly dif, 
played, .; You. bave-here.an extenfive {weep, of .water.with nume; 
berlefs gayiimages, moving on its furface 3 two;handfome bridges 
bound the unbreken. profpect, while beyond, the;vagious, {pires, 
of the city, and of Weftminfter, appearing ata diftance, add 
to the richnefg.of the feene., ,;Werg'but the: embankment,com- 
pletely fnithed.all along, ‘it would. depend. folgly,.on, the..inhas, 
bitants,to.haye keys on the Thames, which nons in Europe 
could rivaleither in; beauty or extent,’ 0 fe ny eg 8 
What he has advanced, concerning the building of afenatée 
- houfe, and, concerning a.palate for our kings, .deferves the pt- 
tention of the Jegiflature, fasax | ATS , rer : 
The former, he remarks, ¢ fhould not only comprehend every 
accommodation of eafe and. dignity for the two houfes of pare 
Jiament,-buyt alfo iaclude the courts of juftices with their pros 
- per offices, that the oracles of Jaw may no, longer .be delivered 
from. waeden booths, run up ip the corners ef an old Gothic’ 
Abse 
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hall. Nothing more readily impreffes ftrangers with reverence 
for the laws and government of a country, than the pomp and 
fplendor which furround them. Whoever beheld the Stadt-hou/e 
at Amfterdam, without conceiving a more refpectful idea of the 
tepublic of Holland, than can be conveyed by the words High 
and Mighty repeated fifty times in a placaart * ?” | 

The latter is certainly an undertaking which is loudly de- 


manded. by the honour and dignity of the nation. ‘* How dif= | 


taceful, fays our Author, to fee the head of this mighty empire 
worfe lodged than the Gonfalioniere of San Marino, or the chief 
magiftrate of Glaris or Zug! But it is not fufficient to have a 
mere royal houfe for the refidence of the fovereign. In it fhould 
alo be comprehended proper offices for the departments of the 
executive power that are more immediately connected with the 
crown, fuch as thofe pertaining to the privy-council and the 
fecretaries of ftate ; the latter of which are at prefent fcattered 
in different corners of the town, and fome of them hired by the 
week. . i 
‘ Thefe objects, continues he, properly fulfilled, would add 
luftre to.the crown and weight to the government, It is truly 
laughable to hear the expence mentioned as an argument againtft 
them, in a nation that has on many occafions thought light of 
beftowing ten times the fum neceflary for thefe ends in foreign 
fubfidies, often employed by the princes who received them ta 
no better purpofe than patching up an old caftle, or fpouted 
away in jet d’eaus. I fhould imagine forty or fifty thoufand 
pounds a year fufficient for carrying on and. completing thofe 
works: a fum which a moderate duty on a few articles of luxury 
alone could eafily raife. Not to mention numberlefs other un- 
touched refources for fo trifling a fupply, the lotteries would 
furnifh it with eafe, fince they are found by experience capable 
of producing annually two hundred thoufand pounds clear by a 
voluntary tax on the folly and fuperfluity of the people,’ | 

_ The other improvements which our Author has fuggetted for 
the decoration of London, would alto tend confiderably to pro- 
duce that effect ; and he deferves the higheft commendation for 
the public fpirit which his obfervations difcover. In regard to 
compofition and literary merit, his performance is by no means 
defective ; but we could have wifhed, we muft confefs, that 
there had been lefs affectation in it, and that he had been more 
ambitious to diftinguifh himfelf by a modeft fimplicity, than by 
foppifa and meretricious ornaments. 
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* Why not placard? If our author meant to follow the Dutch or- 
thography, he ihould have written plakaert, 
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Art. V. Elementa Logica. Subjicitur Appendix de Ufa Logica 
 &&F Confpecius Organi Ariflotelis. 8vo. 35. Oxonii, excudebat 
G. Jackfon. 1770. Sold by White, &Xc. in London, 
“HE art of logic has fuffered more from {chcolmen and 
fyftematic writers than any other. Whilft they profeffed: 
to aid the operations of the human mind, and to pave the way 
for the difcovery and communication of truth, they, in effed, 
retrained the freedom of the former, and raifed infurmountable 
obftacles in the way of the !atter. Men of true genius felt and 
deplored the fhackles they impofed, though their implicit fub. 
miffion to venerable authority, the happy zra of our releafe from 
which was not yet arrived, would not permit them to: affere 
their’native liberty, and to think and judge for themfelves.— 
Others who were deflitute both of genius and tafte, learnt to 
think and reafon by a fet of, mechanical rules, as children ufed 
to make verfes: and under a notion that art fupplied all the 
deficiencies of nature, fet up for prodigies of learning. Pedants 
and bigots became very numerous, and artificial {cience greatly 
prevailed, to the difgrace and injury of real knowledge.—The. 
celebrated lord Bacon ftruck out new light, in an age of general 
ignorance and corruption, and prepared the way for thofe fub- 
fequent difcoveries and advances in every branch’ of fcience 
which have rendered the laft century fo diftinguifhed in the 
annals of time.—Newton and Boyle purfued the track which 
he had marked out for unfolding the fyftem of nature, whilf 
Locke applied the hints he had given, to the inveftigation and 
analyfis of the powers of the human mind. His eflay on the 
human underftanding, needs none of the encomiums which we 
may be difpofed to beftow on it: but we are forry to obferve, 
though we are profefledly the advocates of Free. Enquiry, 
and would ever proteft againft an implicit fubmiffion to any 
authority, however refpectable, that it is more the fafhion of 
modern writers than might be wifhed, to flight the author, and 
undervalue a work, @re perennius. We thall.be excufed for bear- 
ing‘ our teftimony in its behalf, at a period when truth muft be 
rendered eafy of accefs, and alluring in its afpecét, to engage 
the attention and gratify the tafte of the bulk of readers. This 
is 2 dangerous fymptom, and we cannot but apprehend, that in 
proportion as the name and writings of Locke fink into negle& 
and difufey fcepticifm will prevails Nor is our apprehenfion 
altogether groundlefs, as feveral' publications, of late years, feem 
to furnifh but too ample a.foundation for it. We have there- 
fore waited an opportunity to do fome juftice to a Writer of the 
 firft rank on the fcience: of the human mind, and the article 
before us ferves our purpofe in this refped. a, 
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The title of this piece conveys a juft notion of the work, It 
contains a brief abitract of the elements of logic; and though 
the intelligent reader can expeét to find nothing new in it, he 
will be pleafed to fee the principal definitions and rules: of this 
art comprifed in fo fmall a compafs, regularly digefted under 
their proper heads, and exprefled with equal clearnefs and con- 
cifenets. He will, perhaps, regret that the Author had not taken 
alarger fcope, and introduced a greater number of illuftra- 
tions. ‘here is undoubtedly a mean between the extremes of 

olixity on the one hand and brevity on the other. Logic 
itfelf teaches the neceffity of treating every fubject fo copioufly 
as that nothing may be wanting, yet fo concifely as to exclude 
all redundance. Some may likewife be at a lofs to know why, 
in his definition of logic, (fince it is an effential character of a 

d definition that it be univerfal or adequate) the Author has 
confined it to the direction of the mind in the difcovery of truth, 
whilft moft writers have extended it to the communication of it 
alfo; and why he has excluded di/pofition, when he is enume- 
rating the operations of the human mind, for the regulation 
and aid of which this art is intended. - It is true, the Author 
has, in his conclufion, difcuffled the fubje€t of method ; though 
mihod itfelf feemed to require his dividing his fubje& into 
four general parts inftead of three. Some danger may arife 
from connecting words and ideas, as he does in the firft'part of 
his work. Young perfons, for whofe ufe this-treatife feems ta 
be intended, may not diftinguifh with that precifion and accu 
racy which the Author himfelf has done. 

n the whole, notwithftanding the above remarks, which 
our duty in this province led us to make, this work may 
be acceptable and ufeful as a fchool-book, to give young per- 
fons fome notion of this important art. 





Art. VI. 4 New Syflem of Mathematics. By John Muller. 
, 8vo. 10s. 6d..bound. Cadell, 


HE defign of this fhort treatife, fays the Author in his 
preface, is to reduce the principal parts of the extenfive 
{cience-of mathematics into fo narrow a compafs, as to contain 
No more than what is abfolutely neceffary to be known, with 
refpe& to practice, in the different ufeful arts of life to which 
mathematical knowledge may be conveniently applied; and 
hereby fave both time and expence, as well as prevent that 
difguit occafioned to- many ftudents from a tedious round of 


intricate and at the fame time ufelefs fpeculations. 


Were the execution in any mieafure anfwerable to the defign, 
this- work would be exceedingly valuable and important: but 
We are forryto fay, that the Author has raifed expectations 
Which he has miferably difappointed. And though no particu- 
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lar charge can be alleged againft what he has done, we haye 
juft reafon to complain on account of that which he has nog 
done. It is, without doubt, very defirable and neceflary to re. 
lieve ftudents from whatever is burdenfome in the purfuit of ma. 
thematical fcience, by cutting off all fuperfluous {peculations, 
and retaining no more than what directly tends to inftruGtion 
jn that practical knowledge required in various profeffions, But 
when we confider that the Author of this treatife intends it as 
a complete fyftem, containiny every thing abfolutely neceflary 
to be known with refpeé to practice in all the different arts of 
life, we were led to expect it would have been much more com- 
plete and perfeét. We cannot but be aftonifhed, that the com. 
prehenfive fcience of mathematics and mechanics, the /uperfluous 
parts only. being lopped off, and every thing e-lential retained, 
fhould be reduced into fo fmall a compafs as a thin octavo vo. 
lume of about 130 pages, printed in an open letter, and with 
a very handfome margin. Happy genius! that can fo condenfe 
the labours of ancient and modern mathematicians, and adapt 
the important fceince, fo reduced in fize, to the capacities of 
ftudents | 

The Author feems well acquainted with the fubjeéts of which 
he treats; and had he allowed himfelf fufficient fcope, might 
have been of real fervice to thofe for whofe benefit this treatife 
is compiled. Perhaps fomething more extenfive and perfect 
might have been produced with lefs hafte and greater labour, 
without any confiderable addition of expence: for a faving in 
this refpect as well as in others, was one objeé& the Author had 
in view. We will not pretend to fay, that the value of a work 
depends on its fize, and that we are to eftimate its price by 
numbering its pages. Notwithftanding this, we cannot help 
thinking, that the New Syftem of Mathematics is, for its bulk, 
exclufive of its internal merit, as dear a book as moft we have 
feen ; and that the purchafers might have been allowed a. little 
more in quantity into the bargain, without any great injury to 
the Author, for and by whom this treatife is printed and fold. 

We obferve that it is entered at Stationer’s Hall, fo that 
there is no danger of its being pirated and fold: under price. 


A very prudent and neceflary caution ! jes 





Art... VIL. Tabula’ Motuum Solis et Lune nove et: correfta, 
Auttore Tobia Mayer; quibus accedit Methodus Longitudinum, 
promota, codem Auctore. Edita juffu Prafettorum Rei Longitudi- 
nari@. 4t0. 108. fewed, Nourfe. 1770. 


Wt fhould have taken earlier notice of this valuable pub- 
lication, had not an ingenious affociate, to whofe in- 
fpection a. copy was entrufted for that purpofe,. been long pre- 
vented by bad health and urgent avocations, We hope mir 
ticle 
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{cle of this kind, though a |i Bat Nal 
ceptable to the public; ond bert ee ee oe eee 
Readers with an account of day defirous of prefenting 
oan opportunity of making fome fe € : work, as it affords 
wo give fatisfa Bin’ on’ a’ conttorert s, which may ferve 
weening the beft method of 7 that hath long fubfifted 
at fea. etermining the longitude 
There are two querie : . 
his fubjett, viz. UY sch a eran naturally be propofed on 
mle may be deterthined by the me! a precifion the longi- 
Slate dierwy Far; anid with “With o od here explained? And 
be generally adopted aid practifed — of expedition, it may 
Thefe are undoubtedly important di ; 
and when two folutions of the fa rs interefting enquiries 5 
dish tiie’ 18 favour OF ‘dsie ct gee are propofed, we 
bth Soke ouialtiterations inte ree the other, without taking 
debe genetil ‘concern; account. It is not fufficient 
nately refolved, unlefs the +r . the problem may be accu- 
sfolution is effected are ze rts es and method by which fuch 
sielhon:* Petlians in pds 8 i an eafy and univerfal ap- 
cede a little from rigid exaétnef - es it would be right to re- 
accurate that may be generall yar iad the fake of a method lefs 
from its very nature is capable Py —_ and ufed, and which 
readers will eafily perceive the t ee improvement. Our 
and though they are not intend “y ency of thefe obfervations 5 
of the ingenious inventor of hie _to derogate from the merit 
SEE thee dihaedh ox ou aie thd sacheeneans ue Sar on 
we capable of judging, to the i a e preference, as far as we 
Ithas not yet appeared, that th ‘ox now under confideration 
ciples that are of eafy and gen : | appli i coumratted On.pr in- 
iebiibichd: gah use i oo Rick. "We Gaal, hoserer 
uatatans to jemge for chemidlves Slee eee ee: 
adly embrace e s of competitio 
. merit wherever we Baad Gicen, 7 of applauding ee be 
atts many juft occafions of this ki The article before ys rt 
and valuable acquifition, and fairl ind; it is a very important 
meompence his family perenne y entitled the Author to the 
their d a of thefe tables aie tak . 
at ~ ae rere them to the eatin oF tee bie wep y 
planation which guppy thofe precepts of calcul Weng vk! yout 
ere. wanti ation and exe 
iret convenient and ueful. york to render them in every 
‘ tis'the C account of them: s given us, in his preface, 
a e beginning of the year | 
Mayer, ofthe univety of Gottingeh> communicated a new fet 
manufcript lunar tables to the Rig communicated a new fet 
Mmiffioners of th + e Right Honourable the L 
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at the fame time for fome one of the rewards. which he might 
be thought to merit, promifed by,the famous act of parliamene 
of the 14th year of the reign of Qucen Anne to the difcoverer 
or difcoverers of a method of finding the longitude at fea within 
certain limits. They were immediately referred to-the learned 
Dr. Bradley, then aftronomer royal, for his opinion; who 
compared them with a great number of his accurate obferya. 
tions, and foon was convinced of the excellence of the tables, — 
But the learned and indefatigable author having continued his 
refearches for further improving and correcting thefe tables till 
the time of his death, (which happened in the beginning of the 
year 1762) left behind him a more complete and correé& fet of 
folar and lunar tables, which were fent to the board of longi- 
tude by his widow alittle after, or about the year 1763. Thefe 
are the tables which, in confideration of their great ufe in find- 
ing the longitude, were honoured with a reward of. ooo], by 
act of parliament, which was paid to the widow of the deceafed 
profellur. Thefe tables were put into my hands, that. I might 
caufe them to be printed, and publifh them afterwards, and alfo 
direct the calculations. of the Britifh Nautical Ephemeris, then 
firft fet on foot, to be made from them ;. and now they are pree 
fented to public view.’ 

Several additions and alterations of confiderable importance 
were fupplied by the ingenious Editor himfelf, and thefe are 
particularly enumerated in the fequel of the preface. The pre- 
face, together with the precepts and calculations, are tranflated, 
for the fake of the Englifh reader. . 

This work contains, befides the tables, calculated with great 
Jabour and accuracy, and the neceflary precepts and illuftrations, 
a new and exact method of determining the true diftance of the 
moon from the fixed ftars at fea, together with the defcription 
and ufe of an inftrument proper for fuch obfervations. ‘And 
it is manifeit, that when the apparent diftance is carefully ob- 
ferved, and reduced to the true diftance, by means of the tables 
and rules provided for that purpofe, the important problem of 
determining the longitude is very eafily refolved; it being no- 
thing more than this, to find the apparent time of the obferva- 
tion by the meridian of Greenwich; the difference of this and 
of the time of the obfervation given, will be the difference of 
longitude in time. And it appears upon the whole, that if the 
tables are fufficiently correct to give the true place of the moon 
within one minute, the longitude will of courfe be found within 
half a degree ; to which we may.add, that the chief difficulties 
attending both the previous obfervations and the fubfequent cal- 
culations, are removed by the tables and precepts accompanying 
them: Hadley’s quadrant, the ufe of which is familiar to every 
a. a : feaman, 
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feaman, and a watch, lofing no more than one minute in fix 
hours, are inftruments fufficient for this purpofe. 

To this general and brief account of ‘the defign and ule of 
thefe tables, we fhall add feveral teftimonies and facis, evincing 
their importance and the advantages to be derived from them. 
The firft teftimony is that of Dr. Halley, who obferves, ¢ that 
the advantages of the art of ‘finding the longitude at fea, are too 
evident to nced any arguments to prove them; and having by 
his own experience found the impratticability of all other me- 


thods propofed for that purpofe, but that derived from a perfect 


knowledge of the moon’s metion, ‘he was ambitious, if poffible, 
to overcome the difficulties that attend the difcovery thereof. 
And firft, he had found it needed only a little practice to be able 
to manage a five or fix foot telefcope capable of thewing the ap- 
pulfes or occultations of the fixed ftars by the moon on fhip-board 
in moderate weather, efpecially in the firft and laft quarter of 
the moon’s age, when her weaker light does net fo much efface 
that of the ftars ; whereas the eclipfes of the fatellites of Jupiter, 
how proper foever for geographical purpofes, were abfolutely 
unfit at fea, as requiring telefcopes of greater length than can 
be well directed in the rolling motion of a fhip in the ocean. 

¢ Now the motion of the moon being fo fwift as to afford us 
fcarce ever lefs than two minutes for each degree of longitude, 
and fometimes two and a half, it is evident that were we able 
perfectly to predict the true time of the appulfe or occultation 
of a fixed ftar in any known meridian, we might, by comparing 
therewith the time obferved on board a fhip at fea, conclude 
fafely how much-the fhip is to the eaftward or weftward of the 
meridian of our calculus.’ 

He then adds, that * the beft tables then extant (viz. in 
1715) were too imperfect for this purpofe; but that the errors 
of the tables returning to pretty near the fame quantity after a 
period of 18 years and 11 days, or 223 lunations, the tables 
might be corrected at any time from obfervations made at that 
diftance of time in an antecedent period, provided fuch were 
made,’ 

Dr. Halley, by the help of his own obfervations in 1722, 
prefumed he was able to compute the true place of the moon 
with certainty within the compafs of two minutes of her mo- 
tion during the year 1731, and fo, taking half the above-men- 
tion period, for the future. This, fays Mr. Mafkelyne, is the 
exactnefs requifite to determine the longitude at fea to twenty 
leagues under the equator, and to lefs than fifteen leagues in the 
Britifh channel. 

‘ It remains therefore,’ Dr. Halley concludes, * to con- 
fider after what manner obfervations of the moon may be made 
at fea with the fame degree of wis ; but fince our worthy 
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vicé-prefident (addreffing himfelf to the Royal Society) John 
Hadley, Efq; to whom we are highly obliged for his having pers 
feted arid brought into common ufe the reflecting telefcope, has 
been pleafed to communicate his moft ingenious invention of 
an inftrument for taking the angles with great certainty, (vidé 
Tran(act. N°. 420.) it is more than ptobable that the fame ma 
be applied to taking angles at fea with the defired accuracy.’ 
Dr. Bradley, the late Aftronomer Royal, in his firft letter to 
the Secretary of the Admiralty, writes, § that he had carefully 
examined Mr. Profeffor Mayer’s theory and tables of the moon’s 
motions, arid other papers relating to the method of finding the 
longitude at fea, and compared feveral obfervations made (during 
the laft five years) at the Royal Obfervatory at Greenwich, 
with the places of the moon computed by the faid tables; and 
in more than 230 comparifons, which (fays he) I have already 
made, I did not find any difference fo great as 1° } between the 
obferved longitude of the moon and that which I computed by 
the tables: and although the greateft difference which occurred 
is, in faét, but a fmali quantity; yet as it ought to be con- 
fidered as arifing partly from the error of the obfervations, and 
artly from the error of the tables, it feems probable, that durs 
ing this interval of time, the tables generally gave the moon’s 
place trué within one minute of a degree. A more general com- 
rifon may, perhaps, difcover larger errors ; but thofe which I 
fave hitherto met with being fo fmall, that even the biggeft 
could occafion an error of but little more than half a degree 
in longitude, it may be hoped, that the tables of the moon’s 
motions are exact enough for the purpofe of finding at fea the 
longitude of a fhip, provided that the obfervations that are ne* 
ceflary to be made on fhip-board can be taken with fufficient 
exactnefs. The method ‘of finding the longitude of a hip at 
fea by the moon, hath been often propofed, but the defects of 
the lunar tables have hitherto rendered it fo very imperfect and 
precarious, that few perfons have attempted to put it in prac- 
tice; but thofe defects being now in gteat meafure removed, 
it may well deferve the attention of my Lords Commiffioners of 
the Admiralty (as alfo of the Board of Longitude) to confider what 
other obftacles yet remain, and what trials and experiments may 
be proper to be made on fhip-board, in order to enable them to 
judge whether obfervations for this purpofe can be taken at fea 
with the defired accuracy, © ee ae eee 
Dr. Bradley’s ‘fecond letter contains feveral remarks 'to the 
fame purpofe.—We fhall content ourfelves with one fhort paf- 
fage, which fupplies us with a fad, in atteftation to the excel 
lence of this method ‘of finding the longitude at fea. ¢ I come 
puted (fays he) the fhip’s longitudé from each of the obfervas 
tions made by captain Campbell, and, upon comparing sai? ia 
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e vn ‘hat were taken near the fame time, and under 
_ of chen //abj, lances, “it appeared, that in general the obferver 


the widow of Prof. Mayer as a reward for the faid tables ; 
and that a Nautical Ephemeris fhould be compiled§ in order to 
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vicé-prefident (addreffing himfelf to the Royal Society) John 
Hadley, Efq; to whom we are highly obliged for his having pers 
fected arid brought into common ufe the reflecting telefcope, has 
been pleafed to communicate his moft ingenious invention of | 
an inftrument for taking the angles with great certainty, (vide 
Tran(act. N®%. 420.) it is more than probable that the fame ma 
be applied to taking angles at fea with the defired accuracy.’ 
Dr. Bradley, the late Aftronomer Royal, in his firft letter to 
the Secretary of the Admiralty, writes, * that he had carefully 
examined Mr. Profeffor Mayer’s theory and tables of the moon’s 
motions, arid other papers relating to the method of finding the 
longitude at fea, and compared feveral obfervations made (during 


the laft five years) at the Royal Obfervatory at Greenwich, 


with the places of the moon computed by the faid tables; and 
in more than 230 comparifons, which (fays he) I have already 
made, I did not find any difference fo great as 1° } between the 
obferved longitude of the moon and that which I computed by 
the tables: and although the greateft difference which occurred 
is, in fact, but a fmali quantity; yet as it ought to be con- 
fidered as arifing partly from the error of the obfervations, and 

artly from the error of the tables, it feems probable, that dure 
tng this interval of time, the tables generally gave the moon’s 
place true within one minute of a degree. A more general com- 

rifon may, perhaps, difcover larger errors ; but thofe which F 
fave hitherto met with being fo fmall, that even the biggeft 
could occafion an error of but little more than half a degree 
in longitude, it may be hoped, that the tables of the moon’s 
motions are exact enough for the purpofe of finding at fea the 
longitude of a fhip, provided that the obfervations that are ne+ 
ceflary to be made on fhip-board can be taken with fufficient 
exactnefs. The method ‘of finding the longitude of a hip at 
fea by the moon, hath been oftes propofed, but the defects of 
the lunar tables have hitherto rendered it fo very imperfect and 
precarious, that few perfons have attempted to put it in prac- 
tice ; but thofe defeéts being now in gteat meafure removed, 
it may well deferve the attention of my Lords Commiffioners of 
the Admiralty (as alfo of the Board of Longitude) to confider what 
other obftacles yet remain, and what trials and experiments may 
be proper to be made on fhip-board, in order to enable them to 


judge whether obfervations for this purpofe can be taken at fea 


with the defired accuracy. 

Dr. Bradley’s ‘fecond letter contains feveral remarks 'to the 
fame purpofe.—We fhall content ourfelves with one fhort paf- 
fage, which fupplies us with a fact, in atteftation to the excel 
lence of this method of finding the longitude at fea. ¢ I come 
puted (fays he) the fhip’s longitudé from each of the obfervas 
tions made by captain Campbell, and, upon comparing ae be 
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fore of feveral that were taken near the fame time, and under 
the like circumftances, jt appeared, that in general the obferver 
gisnot liable to ¢r7 more than one minute in judging of the 
3 parent contact of the moon’s limb and the obje& with which 
it was compared. Now this being nearly the fame error that 
would be found to obtain if the like obfervations were to be 
made with the fame inftruments on land, it may hence be in-~ 
ferred, that in moderate weather the motion of the fhip is no 
otherwife an impediment in this fort of obfervations, than as it 
renders the repetition of tem more tedious and troublefome to 
the obferver, which yet ought by ro means to be omitted ; be- 
caufe if each fingle obfervation be liable to an error of a minute 
only, by taking the mean of five or fix, the error on this head 
may be fo far diminifhed as to be of {mall moment.’ 

The Appendix, whence the above extracts are taken, con- 
tains likewife the copy of a memorial prefented to the commif- 
fioners of longitude, by the Rev. Mr. Nevil Matkelyne, Aftro- 
nomer Royal, on the gth of Feb. 1765, in which he obferves, 
é that the longitude deduced from obfervations made by himfelf 
and others, with the help of Mr, Mayer’s printed tables, always 
came within a degree; but (he adds) as I am informed that 
Mayer’s laft manufcript tables are much more exaé& than the 
printed ones, it may be prefymed that the longitude deduced 
from them will come confiderably within a degree.’ 

Were it neceflary to add any further teftimony to thofe al- 
ready alleged, we might produce many more. Several mates 
of Eaft-India fhips attended the board of longitude by Mr. 
Mafkelyne’s defire, and were feparately examined as to the 
utility and practicability of the above-mentioned obfervations ; 
they produced their journals, and fome abftracts of the refults 
of their obfervations, and all agreed, * that they had determined 
the longitude of their refpective fhips, from time to time, by 
obfervations of the moon, taken in the manner direéted by the 
aforefaid book, and found the faid obfervations eafily and ex- 
actly to be made, and that the longitude refulting always agreed 
with the making of land (near the time of making the obfer- 
yations) to one degree; that they could make the calculation 
ina few hours, not exceeding four hours ; and are of opinion, 
that if a Nautical Ephemeris was publifhed, this method might 
be eafily and generally practifed by feamen.’ . 

Upon which the Board came to a refolution, ‘ that thefe 
tables fhould be printed ; and that application fhould be made 
to parliament for power to give a fum not exceeding 5000]. to 
the widow of Prof. Mayer as a reward for the faid tables ; 


and that a Nautical Ephemeris fhould be compiled$ in order to 


Mr, 











































ago. Dalrymple’s Collection of Voyages in the South Pacific Oceay., 


Mr. Profeffor Mayer’s curious and elaborate Theory of je 
Moon’s Motions, according to the Newtonian Syftem of Gra 
vitation, was publifhed * at the fame time... + / R 
Art. VIII. An Hiflorical Collection of the feveral Voyages and Dif 

coveries in the South Pacific Ocean. Vol. f. Being chiefly a lites 

_ ral Tranflation from the Spanifb Writers. By Alexander Dal. 
_ rymple, Efq; 4to. 11. 11s. 6d. Boards (for the two + Vo. 

lumes), Nourle,.&cs 1770. 

R. Dalrymple:appears to be animated, with that laudable 
unremitting zeal without which no enterprizes of im. 
portance can be atchieved : and were it in our. power to equip 
a fmall fleet to go under his command on difcovery, he fhould 
have no caufe to deem us unfavourable toa point which he has fo 
much at heart. But when Mr. Dalrymple thought proper to 
be angry at the article (Rev. vol. xl. p. 427.) relating to his 
former publication on this fubje&, and to ftate it in a kind of 
previous advertifement to his prefent production, he fhould at 
leaft have dealt fairly by us; for there ts fometimes a little dif- 
ference between telling partly the truth, and declaring the whole 
truth. It is not fuppofed that Mr. D. intended to mifreprefent 
the conteft he has been pleafed to have with us, but it is fup- 
pofed that he might be too much out of humour on other ac- 

counts to attend coolly to the remarks of byeftanders. 

We did not, in the article above referred to, fay any thing 
| tending to difcourage the profecution of difcoveries to the South- 
1 ward; we did not object to the qualifications of Mr. D. to un- 
q dertake fuch an expedition, nor impeach the grounds of his 
perfuafion that important difcoveries were to be made within the 
limits he lays down: we did not fay that any future publication 
on this fubjet? was unneceffary, which latter is the grand com- 
if plaint Mr. D. makes againft the Review. What we did fay 
: may be feen by turning to the article, and it amounts to this, 














and this only: that the republication of the old voyages in 

queftion, which had already appeared in warious forms, feemed 
| to be unneceflary: but with an exprefs exception to any com- 
pas munications of his own,—fomething of that nature having been 
| : hinted by him. 
4 ~ With refpect to the volume of early Spanifh voyages now 
before us, what have they produced on the part of the induf- 
¥ trious Compiler? Little more than complaints of their defi- 
Ciencies, attempts to reconcile their variations, and conclu- 
| fions upon probabilities. We had too many hints of thefe 
I | Southern lagds from the voyages as they already ftood, to doubt 


~ * Printed for Nourfe, &c. 4to. 2s. 6d. fewed. 1767. 
+, The fecond volume is not yet publifhed. 
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of their exiftence ; or to be altogether at a:lofs how to fteer for 
them if they were fought afters and, fo far as yet appears, our 
,nowledge of them is not much enlarged by the prefent publi- 
cation, For the meer purpofe of exciting the attention of the 
nation toward eftablifhing an intercourfe with thofe remote re- 
ions, we remain ftill of opinion, with or without the leave of: 
Mets. Dalrymple and Des Brofles, that one clear well: con 
nected memoir, deduced from the materials in Mr. D.’s cufto- 
dy, would ftand a good. chance of commanding more regard, 
than a difplay of the detached papers themfelves; which re-. 
quire a zeal equal to that of the Compiler to collate with eaeh 
other. In this view we confider the chart of the South Sea, 
given in this volume, and the annexed paper containing the 
dataon which it was formed, as by much the moft valuable 
part of it; while it ftill remains for future trials to determine 
what that value miay be. . 

Mr. Dalrymple’s plan of this work, miay be conceived by 
the following extracts from his preface : 

¢ My plan originally was to publifh the work in two parts : 
© Part I. An Hiftorical Collection’ of the feveral voyages to 
the South Pacific Ocean, ina chronological feries, 

© Part IL, Se&t...1. Geographical Defcription of the places. 
hitherto difcovered between America and Papua, on the South 
of the equator, comprehending, ° 

¢ 1. Defcription of the country and anchorage. 

_6 2, Complexion, drefs, and-manners of the Indians. 

_© 3. Signs of friendfhip amongft them. 

¢ 4. Habitations. 

© 5, Embarkations, 

‘6. Arms, 

© 7. Manufactures, arts, and commerce. 

¢ 8. Provifions and refrefhments. 

© Sed. 2. Examination into the conduct of the dilcoverers 
in the tracts they purfued. 
; ‘ And having thus recapitulated every thing that had been 
one— | 

‘ Sedt. 3. Inveftigation of what may be farther expected in 
this quarter from the analogy of nature, as well as from the de- 
duction of paft difcoveries. 

© Se&t. 4. To point out the moft eligible meafures for fuc- 
ceeding on fuch an undertaking, as well in the difcovery, as 
intercourfe; at the fame, time examining the conduct of paft 
difcoverers to the natives, at the feveral places they vifited. 

- © Sect. 5, and Jafly, It was propofed to examine into the 
equipment proper for this fervice, and into the conduct adapted 
to the nature of difcovery voyages. 


© Motives, 











ap2 Dalrymple’s Collection of Voyages in the South Pacific Ocean, 


¢ Motives, which it is unneceflary to lay before the public, 
induced me to print the traét abovementioned, in a very im. 
perfect ftate ; it is not only deficient in the arrangement, but 
as every thing not immediately relative to a Southern Continent 
was omitted, nothing is inferted-to the weftward of the inter. 
fection of Schouten’s track by that of Tafman. The firft fec. 
tion, therefore, was very much curtailed ; and as I found the 
opinions of other men very different from mine, on the two laft 
heads, I thought it would have too much appearance of pre- 
fumption to lay down rules for any conduct but: my own,’-——. 

¢ } fhall not at prefent publifh the fecond part, containing 
the Geographical Defcription, &c. This muft be much en- 
larged, when the voyages lately made by the Englifh and 


French are communicated to the world ; I fhall wait till then: 


before I go any farther than the Hi/forical Colleétion. So that 
the purchafers of this tract are to expect only the voyages. of 
Scheuten and Le Maire, of Tafman and of Roggewein.—Thefe 
voyages will, 1 conjeéture, be at leaft as much as what is now: 
publifhed. : 

‘ I have prefixed to this Hiftorical Colleétion fome papers, 
which appeared to me not foreign to the fubject ; and fome of 
them indeed abjolutely requifite to (make the work intelligible, 

© Thefe papers are, 

¢ x. Data, on which the chart of the South Pacific Ocean 
was conftruted.’—— : 

‘ 2. An Effay on the Salomon iflands: this is a very dry 
difquifition, which, perhaps, few men will have patience to 
coniider with the attention neceflary to make it intelligible ; 
however, future difcoveries may fhew, that New Britain is not 
one, but many iflands; and then every body will fee, that the 
old “i which fo defcribed them, were not merely conjec- 
tural. , 

¢ 3. A lift of Authors confulted in this work, as well as of 
fome whofe publications or relations I haye not been able to 
obtain.’—— . 

« I have added two papers of my own; one of them has been 
already publifhed in the Philofophical T'ranfa@tions; and from 
thence in fome of the periodical colleétions ; but as it will ex- 





plain the nature of many iflands mentioned in this Colleétion, 


I thought it was not improper to infert it here. 

‘« The other is an account of the pearl fifhery, and fome na- 
tural curiofities at Sooloo; what is faid of the pearl fithery 
may be of ufe in explaining part of Quiros’s Memorial; but 
my chief motive for printing thefe remarks was, that the 
might be a om 3 the laft paper did not appear to me fuffi- 
ciently correct for the Philofophital Tranfaétions, at the fame 


time, 
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time, if it was to be printed, I did not chufe to let it be altered 
to other men’s ideas or opinions : errors may lead to truth, but 
when all mens motions are ground in one mill, they ferve no pure 
pote of inveftigation or difcovery.’ ss 

For the honour of our nation, and to reward this ingenious 
traveller, for his induftry in grinding and /ifting the uncertain 
obfervations and notions of former voyagers in is mill, we 
heartily wifh he had been engaged in an undertaking for which 
his actual experience fo amply qualifies him. 

In the Appendix to the laft volume of the Review, p. 519, 
may be feen an account of fome memoirs of the Count de Re- 
dern, relating to the Antarctic continent, publifhed in the Hif- 
tory of the Royal Academy of Sciences at Berlin, which me- 
moirs, if Mr. D. has not feen, he may be gratified by con- 


fulting. N, 


Ant. IX. A free Enquiry into the Authenticity of the firft and 
fecond mci of St. Matthew's Gofpel. 8vo. 258. 64. 
White, &c. 1771. 


E have heretofore had occafion to mention, with ap- 
W plaufe, the manly and liberal turn of fentiment which 
is vifible in feveral of the clergy; their difpofition to follow 
truth, wherever it leads them; and their readinefs, in parti- 
cular, to point out the errors and interpolations that have 
crept into the facred writings. Few of our Readers can be ig- 
norant how freely Dr. Kennicott has expofed the corrupted 
ftate of the commonly received Hebrew text of the Old Tefta- 
ment, and that Dr. Owen has done the fame with regard to 
the Septuagint verfion. Nor have thefe learned gentlemen 
done injury to the caufe of revelation, by laying open the alte- 
rations which, either through inadvertence or defign, have been 
made in the fcriptures ; but have taken the very method that 
was neceflary to exhibit them in their genuine purity, beauty, 
and luftre. 

Who or what the Author of the prefent Enquiry is, does 
not appear upon the face of the publication ; but it is probable 
that he is a clergyman of fome denomination or other. Be 
that, however, as it may, he profefles himfelf a fincere be- 
liever in Chriftianity, and feems evidently to have an intention 
of doing honour to the Gofpel, in what he has now advanced. 
Many perfons will confider his attempt as a bold one ; and, in- 
deed, by calling in queftion the authenticity, not merely of 
here and there a detached paflage, but of two whole chapters 
of the New Teftament, he has gone much farther than others, 
in apie have proceeded Neverthelefs, he ought not to be 

ily condemned on this account. What he- hath faid is ~ 
title 
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titled to a patient hearing, as every judicious friend to revelg. 
tion will be affured that the interefts of .truth cannot fuff 
from the fulleft and moft open difcuffion of any fubje&. © | 
Our learned Enquirer fets out with fome obfervations’on thp 
canon of the New Teftament, and. mentions +a variety of cir. 
cumftances which render it highly incredible that-the facrey 
books can have fuffered any fuch alterations or corruptions ‘ag 
aifet their general authenticity. wee 
It is, however, natural to fuppofe, that, in the courle of 4. 
wenteen hundred years, they muft have been injured, to a cer. 
tain degree, either through defign or negligence; and this, he 
fays, is the truth; for it is allowed,. that there are feveral ade 
ditions and interpolations in the facred volume, which, though 
they do not weaken the foundation of any dodétrine, very often 
difurb the fenfe. Having produced three or four inftances, 
which the Author imagines to be of this kind, he goes on to 
make fome farther obfervations on the canon of the New Te- 
ftament, and on the characters of the ancient fathers from 
whom we have received it. Thefe obfervations are followed 
by an account of the Nazarenes, Ebionites, Cerinthians, and 
Carpocratians; ancient Chriftian fects of whom it was necef- 
fary to take notice, becaufe they received a copy of St. Mat- 
thew’s Gofpel which had not the genealogy, er, indeed, by 
all that appears, either the firft.or fecond chapters. 
The way being thus prepared for the principal fubjed, our 
Author enters more: direétly upon it, by fhewing that the ge- 
fnealogy was wanting in fome ancient copies of St. Matthew, 
and that this might probably be the cafe with regard to the 
whole of the two firft chapters. It appears, from the tefti- 
mony of Epiphanius, that the Nazarenes, Ebionites, Cerin- 
thians, Carpocratians, and others, ufed a Gofpel which began 
at what is now called thé third chapter, and was written in 
Hebrew or Syro-chaldaic. Mr. Stephen Nye, formerly, and 
Dr. Worthington, very lately, have fuppofed that St. Matthew 
publifhed different editions of his Gofpel, in different Jan- 
guages ; each of them originals, and of equal authority. But 
it is juftly anfwered, that a double publication of the fame 
‘book is a thing never heard of, as to. any book of either the 
Old Teftament or New, in all antiquity ; and that this notion 
is, indeed, a modern thought, ftarted to remove certain diffi- 
culties with which men were preffed by the united teftimony 
of antiquity in favour of a Hebrew Gofpel by St. Matthew. 
As the queftion, whether St. Matthew’s Gofpel was written in 
‘Hebrew or Greek, is of confiderable importance in the prefent en- 
quiry, the teftimony of the fathers concerning it is particularly 
examined ;- and the.refult of the examination is, that they all 
agree in affirming that St. Matthew-wrote his Gofpel in He- 

' brew, 






























ae 


firft end fecond Chapters of St. Matthew's Gofpel. 295 


brow, for the ufe of the believing Jews. * And is not this; 
Ke our Author, what might naturally be expected ? for. how 
nat foever the ufe of the Greek language might be, yet 
there doudtlefs were many in Palefline unacquainted with it. 
The fame reafons, therefore, that induced our, Saviour to 
reach in the Syro-chaldaic tongue—might alfo induce, at 
eat, one of his difciples to publifh a Gofpel in the fame lan- 


e; namely, to inftruct and eftablifh the poor and ignorant 


uae ; , 
— who believed. One authentic Gofpel was fufficient to 
a fwer that purpofe ; but as the whole race of man were immee 


diately concerned in the contents of the New Teftament, the 
other parts of it were publithed in a language more univerfally 
known. Had Authors duly attended to this confideration, they 
would hardly have faid, that no reafon could be affigned why 
St, Matthew, more than any other Evangelift, fhould publifh a 
Gofpel in Hebrew,’ : 

The teftimony of the Nazarenes, Ebionites, and other fects, 
who were reputed heretical, being of fome weight with regard 
to the confirmation of our Enquirer’s hypothefis, he endea- 
vours to fhew that their evidence ought to be deemed credible 
and fufficient im points which do not concern their particular 
fentiments; and that they had neither any reafon, from the 

inions entertained by them, to attempt expunging the firft 
and fecond chapters of St. Matthew, nor would it have been in 
their power to effect it, if they had had fuch an inclination. 
In farther fupport of his f{cheme, the learned Author alleges,. 
that tltefe two chapters are not referred to by the apoftolicak 
fathers, or by others, for fifty years at leaft, perhaps for a hun- 
dred and fourteen years, after St. Matthew’s Gofpel was re- 
ceived by the Chriftian church. Some collateral arguments 
are added, from which we fhall tranfcribe what is advanced 
concerning the abfolute filence of St. Luke, refpecting the 
many remarkable events fuppofed to be related by St. Mate 
thew. : 
© St. Luke hath given a clear, confiftent, and- natural ac- 
count of the birth of Jefus, and of all the events which followed 
it, till Jofeph and Mary carried him home to Nazareth. But 
this whole account is totally different from that which is found 
in the two firft chapters of St. Matthew. There is not the moft 


diftant hint in St. Luke of the appearance of a ftar in the Eaft; 


of the vifit of the magi to Bethlehem ; of the flight into Egypt 5 
or of the flaughter of the infants. In fhort, the account given 
by St. Luke, and that which appears in thefe chapters, agree in 
no one circumftance but in Chrift’s. being born at Bethlehem 
of avirgin, and in his dwelling at Nazareth. It is very diffi- 
cult to conceive that the perfon who fo particularly relates the 
appearance of angels to fhepherds in the field, to declare the 
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birth of Jefus, fhould yet be entirely filent about another aps 
pearance of a much more public nature; a ftar in the heavens, 
which announced the fame interefting event to people in diftant 
countries. Nor is it likely that a writer, whofe exprefs purpofe 
it was to record the wonderful circumftances that attended the 
introduction of the Meffiah into the world, fhould omit the 
other extraordinary incidents which are found in the two firk 
chapters of St. Matthew, if he was acquainted with thofe in. 
cidents, and knew them to be true. What is ftill more, the 
account given by St. Luke, will not admit of the various tranf. 
actions defcribed in thefe chapters.’ 

But there is no part of his fubjeé&t in which our Enquirer ap- 
pears to fo great an advantage, as in his difcuffion of the diffi. 
culties that occur in the firft and fecond chapters of St. Mat. 
thew. Thefe difficulties, which are numerous, important, and 
have been found infuperably embarraffing to the very beft com- 
mentators, are difplayed by our Author in a clear and ftriking 
light. The following obfervations feem, among others, to me- 
rit particular attention. 

¢ Se. Luke has given us a concife and clear account of the 
birth of Chrift, and other tranfaQiions that followed, but not 
the moft diftant hint of feveral things mentioned in thefe chap- 
ters. He tells us, that Jefus was born at Bethlehem; that 
when eight days were accomplifhed he was circumcifed ; that 
when the days of Mary’s purification were over, that is, at the 
end of forty days, he was brought to Jerufalem, and prefented 
to the Lord; and that, when his parents had performed all 
things according to the Jaw of the Lord, they returned into 
Galilee, to their own city Nazareth. From hence it is evie 
dent, that the flight into Egypt could not be from Bethlehem. 
If ever it took place, it muft have been from Nazareth; the 
intermediate time, between the birth of Jefus and his going té 
Nazareth, being fully accounted for by St. Luke. 

‘ The flight from Bethlehem was, therefore, impracticable ; 
and from Nazareth it was altogether unneceflary, becaufe the 
flaughter of the infants did not extend fo far. But let us heat 
the account given in this fecond chapter : ** When Herod faw 
that he was mocked of the wife men, he fent forth, and flew 
all the children which were in Bethlehem, and in all the coafts 
thereof, from two years old and under, accordihg to the time 
which he had diligently enquired of the wife men.” It is 
plain from thefe words, that Herod’s cruel command was found- 
ed upon an affurance, that the infant Jefus continued at: Beth- 
lehem at leaft more than a year after his birth; and yet this 
could not be the cafe; for his ftay there, as St. Luke exprefsly 
fays, was but forty days. In this view of the matter, how 
fhall we account fog the order which Jofeph received to flee 
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t? What reafon can be affigned for fuch a command ? 
The. child Jefus.could not be in any danger from the fury of 
Herod, for he was at Nazareth in Galilee; far from Bethlehem; 


hot within its coafis, to which bounds we are told the flaughter 


confined. 


‘ Is it credible that God would fend Jofepli into Egypt; to 


be out of the way of Herod, who would not think of killing ; 


any children at Nazareth? Had the flight been the confequencé 
of Jofeph’s own apprehenfion for the child’s fafety, it might be 
eafily accounted for; but there appears to be no neceflity fot 
his being warned of God to flee into Egypt. Suppofing that 
Nazareth was under the jurifdiction of Herod, he never would 
think of fending his bloody order fo far, becaufe he had been 
very lately told by the chief priefts and fcribes, that the Mefiiah 
was to be born in Bethlehem. There he might expect to find 
that infant of whom he was fo much afraid, and not fo many 
miles diftant from Bethlehem as Nazareth in Galilee. 

¢ St. Luke’s account, which confines the ftay of Jofeph and 

at Bethlehem to within forty days after the birth of Chrift, 
throws likewife a frefh difficulty upon the hiftory of the Magi. 
Jt is evident from the relation of the affair, as we Have it in 
the prefent copies of St. Matthew, that the vifit of thefe wife 
ten was made at Bethlehem: but at what time was it made? 
Not, certainly, in the firft forty days fucceeding the birth of 
ofr Lord ; becaufe Herod’s order, which was regulated by the 
information hé had received from the Magi, included the flaugh- 
ter of all the children who were under two years old, or at leaft 
had entered into the fecond year of their age. Novw:ye cantiot 
fuppofe that Herod could be very long before he Jenew that 
the wife men had departed into their own country without re- 
turning to Jerufalem. As Bethlehem lay fo near to Jerufalem, 
this was a fact which he muft have been acquainted with in 2 
few days after it happened. The vifit, therefore, of the Magi 
muft have been paid at a time when, according to St. Luke, the 
child Jefus was not at Bethlehem.’ 

In the laft feétion of the work before us; the Author endea-~ 
vours to account for the interpolation of the firft and fecond 
chapters of St. Matthew, and fuppofes that there are two ways 
in which it might naturally be Y orem * This Golpel, fays 
our Enquirer, according to thé voice of all antiquity, was 
originally publifhed in Hebrew, or Syro-chaldaic, a language 
in ufe only among the inhabitants of Paleftine and the ad- 
jacent parts, When it-was tranflated into Greek, ‘the other 
Chriftians, not acquainted with the origirtal language, depended 
altogether upon that verfion. It was, in general, faithfully made, 
liable to no material objection, and therefore foon acquired great 
repute. The little acquaintance which the body of Chriftians 
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at that time had with the Syro-chaldaic tongue, left the tranflator 
at liberty to add, or, if he had been fo dupofed, to take away, 
what he pleafed, without much danger of detection. Suppofing 
then, that the tranflator of this Hebrew gofpel was a belieyin 
Jew, it is poffible that he might think a few prophecies, cited from 
‘the Old Feftament, would have Confiderable influence upon 
fomie of his unbelieving brethren abroad; who: having never 
feen the original, would naturally think that the Greek copy 
was, in every refpect, a faithrul tranilation of that. original, 
‘However improper fuch quotations may now appear, yet, when 
we recollect that the ancients were not fuch accurate and clofe 
reafoners as the moderns, it will not, perhaps, be thought that 
our conjecture is altogether improbable. ‘This, then, is.not an 
unnatural way of accounting for the interpolation of thefe 
chapters. ! de 

‘ Farther, this-might eafily have happened without any the 
leaft defign. Thefe chapters might criginally be no more than 
a kind of introduction to the gofpel of St. Matthew, drawn up 
by the tranflator of it into Greek; and never intended by him 
to be confidered as a part of it. When this Geek copy was 
f{pread abroad, thofe who knew nothing of the original would 
naturally think, that, as it was called the Gofpel by St. Mat- 
thew, it contained nothing but what was the authentic writing 
of that apoftle: and‘accordingly it might be received as fuch in 
foreign countries ; that is, in the countries out of Judea.’ 

Such are the general outlines of a performance, the fubje& of 
which is too important to pafs unnoticed by the friends of fa 
cred litevature. In fome refpects the arguments of our Author 
might, ‘perhaps, admit of ‘farther confrmation ; in others, the 
force of his*reafonings, and the jultnefs of his criticifms, are, 
we think, liable to be called in queftion. Upon the whole, he 
feems to have been happier and more: fuccefsful in ftating the 
internal ‘than the extermal evidence relative to his enquiry. | It 
ought to be obferved in his favour,.that he does not pretend ab- 
folutely to decide againft the authenticity of the two firft chap- | 
ters of St. Matthew; but only to-ftart a number of fufpicions 
and difficulties that may render.their authority doubtful, and 
fubject them toa ftricter examination than they have ever yet 
received from the learned. K ot sige : 
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ART. X. Traéis on -praétical Agriculture and Gardening. In 
iwhiew the Advantage of imitating the Garden Culture in the Field 
is: fully proved by a feven Years Courfe of Experiments. Parti- 
cularly addrefjed to the Gentlemen Farmers in Great Britain. With 
Objer vations. made in a lute Tour through Part of France, Flan- 
ders, and tialland: Alfo foveral ufeful Improvements in Stoves 
and Green-houfe:, To which is added, a complete Chronological 
Catalogue 
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Catalogue of Englifh Authors on Agriculture, Gardening, @c 
By. a Country Gentleman. 8vo. 6s. bound. Hooper. 
1709: 
HE Author of thefe Tra&ts is Mr. Wefton, of whole 
Univerfal Botanift we gave fome account in our Review 
for February laft.—The publication now before us has been 
Jonger in print than his botanical work; but, through fome ac 
cident, it e‘caped our notice at the, time of its frit appearance. 

Mr. Wefton having laid down a pofition, in which we agree 
with him, * that country gentlemen have the chances of ten to 
one againft them if they meddle with the culture of corn ;’ he 
advifes them, if they muf ufe the plough, to purfue the Tullian 
hubandry. In this, however, we cannot agree with him, as 
we apprehend men begin every day to awaken more and more 
from the dream of profit by that practice. 

He advifes men of his own clafs chiefly to apply to raifing 
crops of lucerne, cabbages, and even flowers, garden (tuff, 
and efpecially garden-feeds ; and explains the-great profit which 
London gardeners make of their ground. | 

We acknowledge that bad garden-feeds -are ufually fold, as 
well thofe imported from abroad, ‘as thofe which are grown at 
home, and that good ones would fetch an higher price, and be 
fure of a conftant demand. But we apprehend that the con- 

ant attention of the mafter’s eye, which is necefflary to raife 
fuecefsful crops of corn, and which he complains of as intole- 
rable, would be equally neceffary in raifing garden feeds. ‘The 
crops of lucerne, cabbages, &c. are liable to this objection, 
But as to raifing garden ftuff, befides the above great objeCtion, 
there is fomething #//iberal in the notion of a Gentleman’s finkin 
into the character of acommon Gardener ; and it is obvious, alfo, 
that fuch a practice could not be fuccefsful, except in the envi- 
rons of the capital, or fome very confiderable city or town at 
leaft, where, after all, he muft have the market-gardeners, 4s 
tivals, to contend with. : 

Thus much may fuffice with regard to the contents of chaps 
tersI, 4, 5, and 6. 

The project of raifing mulberry trees, for feeding filk-worms, 
does honour to the memory of Fames the Firft; and the at- 
tempt of the Society for the Encouragement of Arts, &t, toe 
wards the propagating that tree, has a right to our praifes 
but Mr. W.’s 2d chapter informs us, on this fubjedt, little 
further than that the gardener to whom they direéted the. can- 
didates for their premium to apply, could not furnifh one can- 
dicate’ with a fufficient number of plants. 

The 3d chapter feems to fhew that the Dutch method of 
traiaing and pruning fruic trees is inferioy to the Exglifh, 
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Mr. W.’s 7th chapter is defigned to convince the count; 
gentleman that he. may have a ftove at much lefs expence than 
is ufually imagined. But Mr. W. fhews that, in a fmall one, 
above 100]. muft be funk, and that the annual expence is ye 
confiderable; yet if he can produce early fruit, and fell it to fo. 
reign Ambafladors, &c. he may get money. 

The 8th chapter teaches how to force peas, a/paragus, and 
melons, in a pit, at a very great expence, which however may, 
perhaps, be repaid by fale. 

The oth chapter recounts moft forts of manures in England, 
and fpecifies their ufes ; in which, however, we can difcoyer 
kittle or nothing new. We only prefume to make two fhort re. 
marks :,1{t, That if bufh-wood will make a fire fufficiently 
hot to burn clay, it may make a profitable manure: and, adly, 
We know, by experience, that coal afhes will bring up the 
white as well as, or better than, the red clover, on fome clays, 

Among the rational hints for improving of parks (in Mr. 
W.’s toth chapter) we cannot acquiefce in the bringing of 
a larger fort of deer, till the feed is improved. There is not a 
more evident truth, than § that ftock of all kinds degenerates 
or improves according to the foil on which they feed;’ and 
that ’tis a’ grofs miftake to bring ftock on to worfe land, efpe- 
cially to feed. We applaud, however, improving the feed, 
by fowing of grafs-feeds which improve mutton.—We with 
that, the fact, * whether fheep and deer eat wild thyme,’ were 
afcertained: it would then be foon enough to have recourfe to 
the Aypothe/is of its improving mutton and venifon by its fcent. 
Planting of cabbages, &c. is certainly a good method of keep- 
ing more deer in winter. 

Our Author rates the value of a buck from 41. to 6, If 
there be no doubt that this is too high, yet, when we con- 
fider how much more this animal confumes than a fheep, and 
how mahy years he is kept, we fhall not haftily conclude, with 
Mr. W. that the profit, at whatever price the carcafe is fold, 
are that annual one of an ewe, viz. 10s. by wool and 
amb. 

_ Probably the expence and profit of a fifh-pond might, if fcru- 
tinized, be equally liable to objections ; and the fubftituting of 
kid for houfe-lamb feems to be a fancy; or if it could be re- 
duced to fact, it muft be confined to very narrow bounds. 

The fcheme of profit, by an artificial warren (which em- 
ploys all chapter 11) feems a mere amufement, unlefs the dung 
be more valuable than we can eafily imagine. 

The improvement of fome garden utenfils and tools (as 4 
cart to be drawn by men, and taken off the wheels and clapt 
en a roller; femi-circular fpades to take up flowers, and event 
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«ees; a wooden machine to lay out ferpentine walks expedi- 
tioufly, &&c. Src.) feem to have fome ufe, and. fill no long chap- 
ter, viz. the 12th. . riche 

In chapter 13th Mr. W. gives us a defcription of the bridge 
called Sens Pareil, or two bridges croffling each other, about 20 
feet broad and 22 feet from the furface of the water, This 
bridge is thrown over the croffing of the canals from Ardres to 
Gravelines, and from St. Omer’s to Calais. The abutments are 
on the four necks of land betwixt the canals, fo that, when on 
the centre of the bridge, you may take four ways. With- 
out fuch a contrivance to effect this purpofe, you muft have had 
four bridges. Mr. W. wonders, and juftly, that no travellers 
have hitherto defcribed this bridge. He alfo defcribes a kind’ 
of foat of boats, with fcythes fo faftened to poles, that the 
weeds in the canals are eafily cut up by them. In this chapter 
alfo Mr. W. juitly obferves, that the example of the French, 
who make their foldiers work on the cutting of canals in the’ 
neighbourhood of the country here {poken of, deferves our imi- 
tation; and hopes that many of our nobility will imitate the 
Duke of Bridgewater's princely undertaking. Mr. W. recom- 
mends, juftly enough, as we want hands, the imitation of the 
Dutch, who carry on mary manufactures, efpecially fawing of 
timber, by mills, He thinks alfo that the convenient and 
cheap manner of travelling in barges in Flanders, might be imi- 
tated in many parts of England. But would not this fcheme 
ruin many turnpike roads, for the fupport of which, money is 
Jent on public faith ? 

In the 14th chapter Mr. W. affures his Reader, that whoever 
fees the public roads abroad, planted with trees, will be con- 
vinced, that the objection to this improvement arifing from the 
fuppofal of the road’s being kept wet by the trees, is nothing. 
He wifely advifes the planting of quick growing trees, and 
mentions the furprifing profit from an acre fet with Norfolk or 
Dutch willow. 

We agree with Mr. W. in his obfervation, that the alnof 
total impoffibility of a gentleman’s profiting by farming, is a 
{trong inducement to plant. 

Mr. W. propofes to employ a gardener in every county, to 
raife trees, to plant the turnpike roads with oaks and elms, and 
the banks of rivers and canals with aquatics; and he prefumes 
that in a feries of years the debts on the roads may be paid off, 
We with that this calculation may not be far too favourable 
to be verified by fa&t. We think particularly that the expence 
of guarding the trees when planted, and repairing the defi- 
ciencies of trees deftroyed, would be found very confiderable, 
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However, Mr. W. has the authority of the excellent Mr. Hari 
for a county-nurferyman. : 

The 15th chapter contains ufeful tables to fhew how many 
trees, at a given diftance, will ftock an acre. 

The 16th gives rules for fattening of fowls; but (as Mr, 
W. owns). without regard io frugality (fee p.171.) viz. fowls 
by rice and jugar, geefe and ducks by ground mait, and turkeys 
by whole walnuts, encreafing and then decreafing the quantity, 


r 


-—N.B. The Society for Encouragement of Arts, &c. propofe 
a golden medal for the beft method. 

Chapter 1.7th explains a propofal (but an expenfive one) of 
having orange and lemon trees fet in open earth, and covered 
with acafe of wood and glafs in winter, with fire of charr’d 
peat, &c. 

Chapter 18th recommends, as the moft effe€tual method of 
making the cuttings and layers of tender trees grow, to cover 
them with hand-glafles, and fet the pots in tan. 

Chapter 1gth opens with very probable opinions, 1ft, That 
the greater part of our drewed wines, fold for genuine foreign, 
are railed from cyder and fugar; 2dly, That much perry is fold 
for Champaigne, and cutrant wine for red Champaigne and red 
Burgundy; 3dly, That an infufion- of elder flowers imitates 
Frontiniac , 4thly, That Smyrna raifins, with brandy and cloves, 
will refemble Madeira; 5thly, That white currant wine, with 
brandy, refembles white port, with clary, rbentfo, and (when 
Old) hock, and with Lifbon fugar, when old, fack; 6thly, Ma- 
laza raifins make a wine much refembling Lifbon and Mountain. 
He notes that honey clarified has a good effe& in imitating fo- 
reign wines, and that wite wines. may be turned into red by 
an infufion of turnfole, fyrup of floesy elderberries, and mulberries. 
Fic then makes an extract from a very fcarce book, ** England’s 
Lutere/?; or, the Farmer’s Friend,” in praife of cyder-royal, which, 
on experience, We pronounce to. be excellent. From the fame 
bock Mr. W. quotes a paflage to fhew the advantage of plant- 
ing a field with apple-trees, currant-treés, and goofeberry-trees. 
Mr. W.’s. own method of making wine, by putting 3 cwt. of 
Malaga raifins (only the grofs ftalks picked out) to about 65 
gallons of {oft water, and ftirring them for about 14 days ina 
mafh tub, we can avouch to be a good one, on experience. 

The 2oth chapter gives the method of making ftarch of po- 
tatocs, which is pretty well known, But from a memoir in the 
Swedish Academy, Mr. W. informs us, that an acre, fet with 
potatoes, will afford more brandy, than if fet with bar/ey. 

Chapter 21ft advifes to improve cucumbers, by nailing them 
againft a wall, and otherwife raifing them from the ground. 
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The 22d chapter recommends (from an Effay publifhed in 
Dublin’) the rearing of calves by hay-water; a method long 
known, and which cannot fail of fuccefs. 

Chapter 23d recommends planting of larches, firs, poplars, 
and willows, on barren Jands, of which he gives inftances ; and 
fkews, by experiments, that the ftrength of timber is increafed 
by barking the trees while ftanding : nay, that the fap of barked 
trees exceeds the Aeart of others in ftrength. | 

The 24th chapter contains advice to improve the quantity 
and flavour of milk about London, by giving the cows bur- 
net, lucerne, cabbage, turneps ard carrots, and adds teftimonies 
in favour of all thefe. | 
The laft chapter propofes to deftroy infe@&s on plants, by 
puiting drugs which will kill them, in the phials of electrical 
machines. | | 

Mr. W.’s work is clofed by a very curious lift of (with fome 
remarks on) our old Laglfh writers on agriculture, gardening, 
and botany, continued down to the time of publifhing this 
work. As Mr, W. is very candid in judging of his fellow wri- 
ters, he deferves therefore to be treated with candour ; and we 
doubt not that his-next volume will be written with a pen 


fomewhat more correct, a a 





Art. XI. 4 Courfe of Experimental Agriculture. Containing an 
exa® Regifter of all the Bufine/s tranfadted, during five Years; viz. 
from 1752 to 1757, on near 300 Acres of various Scils, including a 
Varicty of Experiments ca the Cultivation of all Sorts of Grain and 
Pulfe, both in the old aud new Methods. The raifing large Crops of 
Turnips, Cabbages, Carrots, Potatoes, Sc. and feveral Plants net 
ufially cultivated as Food for Cattle, and the Application of them toa 
the feeding or fattening of Oxen, Cows, Horfes, Hogs, Sheep, Se. 
Alfo the Management of the artificial Graffes, particularly Clover, 
Lucerne, Sainfcine, Burnet, ce. in the broadcaft, drilling, and 
tranfplanting Methods; and their Ufes in feeding feveral Sorts of 
Castle. The Culture of Madder, <A particular Comparifon beteween 
the old and new Hufbandry. The Management of Pafture Lands. Ox 
Ploughing, Harrcwing, and other Operations of Tillage, relative to 
the Seafon, Number, Depth, Gc. On the general feeding and fattening of 
Cattle, on various Articles of Food; the Expences, Profit, Quantity 
eat, 5c. The Implements of Hufoandry, their Defeeés, Improvements, 
Se. With other Subjects of Importance to the Country Gentleman and 
Farmer. The Whole demonftrated in near 2000 original Experiments. 
By Arthur Young, Efq; Author of The Farmer’s Letters, and Tours 
to the Southern and Northern Counties, ce. We. 2 Vols. gto. 
21. 10s. (Review continued.) | 


FE firit fection of Book I. Chap, I. contains experiments on 
R the culture of wheat in the old hufbandry. 
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S Almoft 2 


Prod, per Acre. 
Qr. B. P, 


2 0 
Not 2 o oO 


4$0 0 


Above 1 


nearly © 41 


§ 





Ep. Quant. of land. 
1 6 A. 
2 y A. 
$ T A. 
4 yA. 
Tot. wanting. 
2 t &. 
7 6 A. 
$] 34. 
9 1 A, 
yo 4 A. 
3 2A. 
32 #4. 
33 13 Ae 
34 A. ; 
Fallow'd land ‘ 
A. 
Bean land 
A. 
Petatoe Jand 
1A. 
35 a a. | 
76 ZA. 
37 1 A. 
| 
48 yA, 
4 
em 





| 





Profit per Acre, 
or Lofs, 
}. s. d. 
Lofso 0 30 
Lofs1 35 2 


Lofst 6 6 


Pre 93% 3% 


Pr. 3 12 43 
Lofs o 10 64 
Lofs o 16 9% 


Pr, 5 2 13% 
Pr, 2 16 103 


Loftz 9 2$ 
Pr. 9 18 43 


Lofso 1 6 


Pr. 0 ©O 13 


Lofsxr $ 8 


Lofsy 17 14 
Lofs 3 19 10} 


Pr. r 1 31g 


Lofso 33 9 


Lofs 3 yo 313 


ee 








Caufes and Gj 
ftances. 


Bad weather. 

Bad feafon and negle& 
of weeding. 

Bad year; nine ingk 
hand-hoes ufed; crop 
fed down. 

Thirteen clean earths ; 
manuring 331. 135, 


$d. 


Thirteen clean earths: 
manure, hand-hoe 
and feeding down, 

Two preceding barley 
crops, tho’ highly 
manoured, 

Wet harveft feafon, 
Fallow and clover 
preceded, 

Manure unpurchafed, 
High price of wheat. 

Manure in preceding 
crop of clover not 
charged. 

Wetnefs of feafon, al- 
theugh tare-ftubble 
—Fallowing, 

Bad feafon and want of 
draining, although 
fallow preceded, 

Want of manure on 
poor, flat, wet foil, 
for potatoes preceds 
ing. 


Potatoes negleéted, 


Bad feafon, Total ex- 
pence 81. 128, gd, 
Crop laid. 

Weather laid this crops 

“which had 3 tren¢h- 
ploughings, 11 com- 
mon ones, 9 harrow- 
ings, and # hande 
hoeing. 

Lodging by weather, 
though this land 
had 17 clean earths, 
and much manure. 

Good corn, well goty 
and well fold, = 


Remarks 
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Remarks of Mr. Y. and the Reviewers, on the particulars 
of thefe Experiments. 


rt. p. 6, 1, 23, price is wanting after good. R. 


Pi Band is left in good heart by high tillage.” ¥. This poins 


fhould be well weighed in all calculations. R, 
‘Great crops are fubjett to lodge.’ Y. Leela 
This point thews, tft, That in calculations of fuccefs of high tillage, 

confiderable deduétions fhould be made on this account; and, zdly, 

That the wheat, which is well known to have no hollow ftem, thould, 

on fuch tillage, have the preference ; at leaft ceteris paribus. R. 
sth, The public will expeét an account from Mr, Y. why this expe~ 

riment is totally wanting. R. 
6th. The benefit of the*feed fhould:be added to profit. R, 

‘ Loam inclining to clay appears preferable to gravelly in this high 

tillage.’ Y. Is not'the rent and culture ufually higher? R. 
gh, p. 15, 1. 24. Certainly 21. 8s. is fubfticute for 12s. (accord- 

ing to Mr. Y.’s other charge) which overcharge of 1 1. 16s. makes 

a confiderable difference in expences. R, : 
scth. * Some neighbouring fields yielded not above two or three 

bathels to the acre.’ Y. This is a very material point to be con- 

fidered in judgments of all crops, unlefs fuch bad crops were 

owing to peculiar neglects. R. 
ith. Mr. Y. allows nothiog for the clay manure; yet owns it muft 

have done fervice. Now, though we think the fervice of the ma- 

nure ‘mall, we tnuft judge that Mr. Y. on his principles, fhould 

have made an allowance. R. 
14th. Mr. Y. juttly obferves here, that the new hufbandry of beans 

appears not to equal a fallow in preparing of land. R. 


I, s. de 
§ Profit by the bean per acre was > - - 118 19 
‘ Lofs by wheat er, A a ee - - 018 10 


—— 





Balance 1 0 @ 
which is about 5 s. per acre profit on the bean land above that of 
the fallow for two years.” Y 

It remains to be known which land would, under the fame crops, 
leave more profit in the third year. R. 

16th. ‘ The inferiority of expence of ti/lage to that of manure ren« 
ders this crop moft profitable.’ 

* Corn being very liable to lodge, all additions of moft beneficial 
manure are fure, in bad feafons, to make the crop lefs valuable ; 
and therefore potatoes, cabbages, and turnips, afford faireft expe- 
riments on comparative value of tillage and manure.’ Y. 

Thefe are juft obfervations. Is it not of great confequence in agri- 
culture to have regifters of weather, from whence to judge of the 
probability of any fummer’s being dry or wet, on the prin- 
ciples of chances? R. 


General Obfervations of Mr. ¥’. and the Reviewers on thefe 
Experiments. | 
J. Mr. Y. throws the expences into a table, and thence deduces the 
average expence of one acre, viz. 31, 9s. oj d. - 
¢ 
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We are forry to be obliged to diffent from Mr. Y. on this émportayp 
point. We apprehend that 20 advantage at all can pofibly refuly 
from averages of fuch expences as thefe experiments occafioned, 
How different acreable expences are, 51. 10s. 10d. and 21. os, 4id.! 
‘¥s it not moft evident that, in real regular culture upon one re. 
gular plan, there can never be fuch a difference in expences, and 
that therefore the Knowledge of this average 13 abfolutely of ny 
ajeP-Nay, it is hardly a matter of curiofity to know the average 
of an‘acre’s expences in experiments of various kinds, and on dif. 
ferent principles. 

Il. Mr. Y. ftates what he calls the prices of the produéts in the five 
years ‘under queftion; viz. 1763, 1764, 1765, 1766, and 1767, 
and makes the average price by quarter 11. 18s. 2d. But, farely, 
to this average many objections may juftly be made. In order to 
‘make-an average ufeful it fhould be general. Our Reader withes 
to know-what is the average price of wheat for five years; viz, 
from 1763 to 1767, both iriclufive; that is, what is the medium 

rice of corn, neither very good nor very bad, in thofe years, upon 
the whole? Mr..Y.’s experiments produce fome very bad corn, 
‘which fells for ics, 6d. per quarter, when corn in general fells 
‘for a good price (fee p. 6.). Now ’tis moft evident that this point 
muft alone make a great lowering of the price of the year 1763, 
and confequently of the arerage price of the five years. We could 
give other inftances, but this fuffices. 

iii. Mr. Y. from’ the above premifes concludes, that 1 qr. 6 buh. 
2 pecks, at his average price, equals his average expence. This 
is a very right conclufion; but, as appears above, of no wufe to 
the public. 

IV. Mr. Y. makes 1qr. § bufh. 2 pecks, the average of his crops 
in thefe experiments; and as he has made the average faving » 
crop 1q4r.“o bufh. 2 pecks, he rightly concludes, that 1 buthel is 
the average in Corn of his lofs; bat this is of no confequence to 
the pubtic. 

V. On the fame principles Mr. Y. makes his average lofs in caf 
1]. os. $d. though his particular acreab#e loffes vary from 10s. 
6id. toil. 17s. 1d. and his average profitil, 2s. 33d. al- 
though his particular profits vary from 1d. to 21. 16s. 1o!d. 
Is not all this mere amufement ? 

Vi. Mr. Y. on giving the profit of the whole of thefe experiments; 
viz. 5 1. for cultivating 60 acres (or 1s, 8d, per acre) juftly ob- 
ote that it will not‘ nearly pay the inicxeft of the money em- 

loyed. a 

Vil. He juftly adds an obfervation which he calls important ; viz. 
* five good acres of wheat will pay more than thefe 60.’ 

Vill. He confeffes, that ‘ the average of thefe crops was_ not well 
managed, not having fufficient ploughing and manure.’ We are 
forry to be obliged to add, in confequence of our impartiality, 
that they feem hardly worthy to be offered to the public, as it 
knows already that ‘ want of due ploughing and manure muft be 
attended with bad crops.’ But here again Mr. Y. apologizes ‘ for 
giving fo imperfe@ a work, by his being obliged to leave Bradfeld.’ 
We entertain an high opinion of his /pirit, ta/fe, and intr, 
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and are therefore forry that we cannot comfort him with an affu- 

yance that the candid public will think the fame apology holds 
ood for ‘ the imperfection of experiments,’ and ‘ the publifhing of 

imperfect ones.’ : . 

Mr. Y. thinks that five hot years would have converted his 5 1. gains 
into 1001. But let us whifper in his ear, ‘ Does not this favour 
too much of the charlatan ? 

In what follows we fhall find Mr. Y. both zngenuous and ufeful. 

1X. He deduces from his experiments, that the produce of gravelly 
and clayey loam is nearly equal; viz. 1 qr. 7 buh. 1 oct on 
the former, and 1 bufhel lefs on the latter (fee p. 38.) but inge- 
nuoufly owns, that the former has 11, 7s. 2d. profit, and the 
Jatter 7s. 33d. lofs per acre ; yet this conclufion is not decifive for 
the former, as there is an inequality in the number of fields (fee 
p- 39-) viz. 3 to 6, or1to 2. But we apprehend that in all ex- 
periments the advantage will be on the fame fide. 

X, Mr. Y. obferves that manured fields give, on an average, 2 qrs. 
2 bufh. 1 peck, per acre; unmanured ones, 1 qr. 5 buh. 3 pecks, 
or the former a fuperiority of 4 bufh. 2 pecks; and adds, as a 
circumftance in favour of manuring, that only one of the manured 
fields was fallowed. But Reviewers are in duty bound to obferve, 
that many circumftances of foil, &c, may have a right to fhare 
the credit of this fuperiority. 

XI. Mr. Y. notes, that the profit of the unmanured fields is 12s. 13 d. 
per acre, and lofs of the manured 12s. 113d. confequently the 
{uperiority in this refpect of the former is 11. 5s. 13.d. but he is fo 
ingenuous as to own, that the badnefs of the cuftom of manuring 
fields is not hence proved decifively. Indeed the ftate of the cafe 
of manuring feems, from the two laft obfervations, to reduce thg 
ufe of thefe experiments to almoft nothing. 

XII. Mr. Y. ftates the expences of wheat crops (per acre) after 

l. s. d. l. s.. d. 
ft, Fallow, - = 4 10 t — 54 75 
2d, Ameliorating crops, 3 § 4} 
3d, Exhaufting ones, - 4 2 10¢ 
when the manured fields are excepted, which account is cheaper by 
Il. gs. 43d. 
rs. b. p. rs. b. 
Produce of 1ft, v4 2 o} y 7 ’ manured fields exe 
or 
a, t°s'2 } 1 4 O§ cluded, 
3d, 1 6 o 
On this ftate of matters we muft obferve, 1{t, That expence of 
fallow is greater, when manured fields are excepted. zdly, Crops 
after an exhaufting crop are better than after an ameliorating one 
by 14 bufhels. Are not thefe circumftances fufficient to convince 
any reader that the refult of thefe experiments is fuch that one 
can deduce no rules from them? 
Mr. Y. ftates the profit after 
s. d. Sa: de 
ft, o ot a { ° 91 the manured fields reje&ted, con- 
2d, 2 6! 8 10 § fequently the 2d fuperior to the 
Lofs after 3d, 10 63 ift by 8s. 13d. per acre. , 
Wi 
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Will not the Reader fay, all the effect of thefe experiments is tog 

trifling to infift on? 

XII. Mr, Y.’s grand conclufion is, ‘ fowing wheat after ameliora. 
ting crops is better management than fowing after a fallow.’ We 
agree with Mr. Y. in his conclufion, and hope that in his next 
courfe of experiments he will afford us ftronger premifes ! 

We thall not meddle with Mr. Y.’s recapitulation, having been al. 
ready fo particular, that the importance of the fubject could alone 
excufe us. But we muft take notice of a few fubfequent remarks 
of our Author : 

fit, He remarks, that the expences of high cultivation (in thefe ex. 
periments) amount to 71. 17s. 1d. per acre, confequently a 
farmer muft expend nearly 8col. on cultivation of 100 acres; 
and 5 quarters per acre aie inadequate to fuch expences. 

2dly, The unfavourablenefs of many feafons in which thefe experi- 
ments were made, might reduce a crop to 5 quarters which would 
have been 7 or 8 quarters. 

3diy, That although in common management a gravelly loam is {u- 
perior to a clayey, yet not in high culture, as the profit per acre 
on the latter exceeds the former by 135. 103d. 

4thly, That the improved hufbandry is doubly more expenfive than 
the common. 

sthly, That the product is three times greater. 

6thly, ‘That its profic is feven times as great. This Mr. Y. calls the 
mojt important point; yet owns, though it feems very alluring, the 
profit is very imail. But he elfewhere calls it ‘ a prodigious fu- 
periority.’ 

Reviewers mul remark, that it is fo in fpeculation, not praétice, 
and beg leave to add a conclufion of the greateft 1mportance ; viz. 
Since profit in both cajes is fo very fmall, tli better methods be 
found out, growing of@vheat is 2n occupation not worth men’s 
purfuit. 

athly, The improved hufbandry is more unprofitable in bad years. 
And here recurs our obfervation of the importance oi calculating, 
from regifters of the weather, the probability that any given {um- 
mer will be wet. " 

Sthly, That the condition of the land after the improved hufbandry 
is incomparably better than after the common. 

Till the value of this better condition can be afcertained, we mutt 
remark, that the rifque which the improver runs of lofing his 
whole capital, or a part of it, demands his utmoft attention. Few 
beginners can afford to lofe 1200]. 

Due allowance however fhould be made for unfriendlinefs to great 
crops of many years, in which Mr. Y. made his experiments (fee 
P+ 49+) * ' 

The fecond fection of the tft chapter contains experiments on the 
culture of wheat in the new hufbandry. 

As thefe are upon a fmall fcale, Mr. Y. endeavours to convince 
his Readers, that ‘ they will prove much more ufeful in their accu- 
racy than the experience of a whole farm could poffibly allow ;’ (p. 50-) 
and obferves, that ‘ epexriments on a large fcale require a great num- 
ber of ‘dextrous hands, and a ¢oufant attention, too fatiguing ; and that 

in 
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| cultivated country fcarce a field has its exact counter-part.’ 
2 well cu but when all neceffary hands are dextrous, anda ted 


his is true ; “afer 
one thinks not due attention too ones: and the differences 
i ts of one large, or feveral different fields are exaétly noted, 


jarge experiments are generally more /atisfa@ory, as the Reader is 
much inclined to believe that any confiderable error is not fo likely 
to be admitted on a large as a fmall plan; becaufe if any be admitted 
in a {mall part, it is propagated to the whole, and multiplies ama- 
i | - 

ye fhall enter on an account of Mr. Y.’s experiments, after hav- 
ing obferved on an affertion of his; viz. ‘ A difference of fix hours 
fowing on barley land, well prepared, will, if an heavy fhower in- 
tervene, on many foils, counterbalance every other point ;’ that if 
this be the cafe, agriculture is a moft precarious and uncomfortable 


employment. 
Exp. | Produce per] Profit or Lofs ‘Notable Cireumftances, 
Acres per Acre. 
Qrs. B, P. lh. 8. d. 
1 2 2 0 [Lofo 1 7% 
2 302 0 ms 8 7 
5 3 6 o | Lofs6 7 of Land manured and not eat down s hence lux« 
uriancy and mildew, ' 
4 5 40 Prog § 9 Deep water furrows. 
5 4 2 0 | Pr. 315 11 | Landa gravelly loam; 3 rows, 
6 2 6o0jfPr019 2 a nag 
2 6o0j]L, 10 210 anure (value 21. os. 9d.) fj 
7 red, did little good.” ) freead over the 
| 5 © o | Pr 415 9 











Remarks on thefe Crops of 1764, by Mr. Y. and Reviewers. 

1. * Wet land in this hufbandry is very expenfive in water-furrowing 
and weeding.’ Y. 

2. i Succefs attends giving much more feed than many writers al- 
ow. Y. 

3. The boafted faving of feed in the new hufbandry feems almof 
givenup. R. 

4. Difference betwixt 7th and 8th numbers is, in pocket, nearly 
71. 108. What can be concluded to the advantage of fo preca- 
rious aculture? R. 


Exp, | Produce per] Profit or Lofs Notable Circumfances, 
Acre. per Acre. 
Qrs, B, P, 1, Se d. 


9 4 4 0 [Pr. 3133 34 Favourablenefs of feafon, which Mr. Y. is 
confident overbalances every thing. P. 6c. 
10 © o o | Pr. 6 § 2 none ee on the fame — immediately. 
a 2 rows f¥ foo , ‘ eet 
31 < 2d. >d fowed in 5 foot mind 3 rows 8 iach. — — : feet 8 inch. S - 
3 Sc fowed in 6 foot beds, ( 3 rows 1 foot, re ae feet, 











4 bufh. 38. 724, 
Produced < 5 bufh, > and clear profit gs. ard, 
6 buth. 138. 
N.B, All thefe three equal parts are fixths of an acre, and had the fame feed 
and culture, Soil clayey, : ' 
32 ~=All as above, ex- €¢ 3 buth. 2 pec. 33. $24, 
cept reverfing * } Produced } 3 buth. 3 pec. { and profit ; 1s, 44d. ‘ 
the letters a 4 buth, 1 pec, 13, 24d, 
N. B. Allas above, except foil, gravelly. 


a 





® So that ¢ ftands for No. 3, in Exp. 11, and a for No, 2. e 


Mr. 
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Mr. Y.’s Conclufions from thefe two laft Experiments, 
1. In the clayey foil treble rows are fuperior to double ones, 
‘2, In the gravelly fuperiority, but not fo great on the fame fide, 
3. Superiority of No, 2, to No. 3, is trifling, and therefore the greater 
labour of No. 2, carries it for No. 3. 
Five Experiments on a Rood drilled in different Rows, and 
and at different Diftances. 


Exp. | - Produce. Profit. Rows and Diftances, Circumftances, 
Qr, B. P, Jl. s. d. 
13 | © 7 0 Jo g 3| Rows xquidiftant at 1 foot, Seed 4 pecks, 
34 Io o [t o 2 | Double rows x foot afunder, Seed 14 peck, 
Manured on 
breaking Ups 
15 r 2 0 fr 2 112] Ditto. Second crop, 
Sced 3 pecks, 
36 °o0 5 oO Jo 312 | Ditto. Seed 12 peck, 
17 ° 7 0 jou 2 | Aquidiftant rows 1 foot afunder, | Seed 2 pecks, 














Mr. Y.’s and Reviewers Obfervations on thefe five Experiments, 

On Exp. 13th, If 4 pecks were not too much feed, where isthe 
faving of feed by the drill method? Or even if 3 pecks, what 
confiderable faving is there? Nay, what if 2 pecks? i: pecks 
appear too little. R. 

14th, Manure appears to have great effect. R. 

asth, If this profit continues, the drill method will fuperfede the 
broad-caft. R. 

aGth, Mr. Y. cannot account for this wretched crop; but remarks 
that moft drilled crops pay for fallow. 

Ditto, What becomes of the other great boaft of drilling; viz, 

avoiding of fallow? R. | 

Mr. Y.’s Obfervations on the drilled Crops of 1765. 

I. Three rows at 1 foot diftance feems the beft method ; and three 
rows at 8 inches diitance preferable to double rows. 

JI. Second crops do not exhauft the foil. 

Ill, Drill crops pay for fallow. 


Seven Experiments in 1766, on two Roods each, except No. 24. 











Exp. Produce, Profit or Lofs. Rows and Diftances. Circumftances, 
Qrs. B. P, 1, + d. 
18 o 3 0 | Lofsz 6 9%] Three rows x foot afunder. | Third crop, 3 
pecks of feed, 
19 © 4 1 | Lefso 18 gf | Ditto. Ditto. Ditto. 
Mildew caufe 
of failure. 
20 aispue veut tik: 7} bed 
mitted, to ¢ . a fignifies 3 rows on 6 feet beds. 
avoid wy "Ss ite 6 ditto, - 5 feet beds. 
. nuotenels, 4 ¢ 2 rows on 5 feet beds. 
at | Product o- g2]p 
I mitted, 3! > ; oe | rofit. 
avoid mi- Lofs. 
notenels, o 4 3S § 
22 r 4 0 [Lofso 4 of} ABquidift, rows 1 ft. afunder. | Bad f-afon. 
23 | 2 6 0 | Lolso $ 8£! Ditto, Bad feafon,> 
buth. of feed. 
24 °0,.@ 2 ,Lof&1 12 33! Three rows 1 foot afunder. Bad feafon and 
expence 
' d manulee 
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‘Mr. Y.’s and Reviewers Obfervations oni the Crops of 1766. 

On Exp. 19th, He calls its culture (4 horfe-hoeings, ditto hand- 
hoeings, and 2 hand-weedings) enormous. 

goth, ‘ Thefe drilled crops worfe mildewed than common ones.’ 

32d, * This crop, hand-hoed, not fo much mildewed as horfe-hoed 

es.” ) . 
Ditto, May not its following a fallow in part account forthis? R. 
24th, This crop was fed down, and zot more mildewed than others.” 


Ditto, Should it not, on Mr. Y.’s principles, have been lefs? R. 


Mr. Y.’s and Reviewers General Obfervations. 

I. § Succefs, of hufbandry depends upon the weather.’ Y. 

I]. Should not reftri€tions be here ufed, and fome degree of efficacy be 
endeavoured to be fettled? Otherwife how. precarious is agricul- 
ture? R. 

Ill. Three rows at 1 foot diftance appear the beft method. 

IV. ‘If drilled crops be, as they here appear, more fubject to mil- 
dew, this is a great difadvantage.’ Y. 

V. Mr. Y. fuppofes the liablenefs to mildew to arife from luxuriancy, 
and this from often turning the foil. Is not this an effentiah 
objection to drilling? .R. 


Seven Experiments in 1767 ; the former four on two Roodseach, 
| and the three latter on one Rood each. 














Exp, | Produce. Profit. Rows and Diftances, Circumftances. 
Qs, B. P. 1, 8. d. 
26, 0° 9 Oo © 9 44| Three rows 1 foot afunder, } Fourth crop. 
Wet feafon, 
26 I 3.0 o 16 tof Ditto. Ditto. 
a oO 6 10> 
27 6 o 110 fret | Ditto. Ditto, 
c @ Oo 6 
@ ° 9 72 | 
23 6 9 o o $Profit. Ditto. Ditto, 
cc. 0 @ 24 { , 
2b. 0 7.0 © 3 5 | ZEquidift. rows 1 ft. diftent.¢ Ditto. Ditto. 
Bad. © 9 oO © 9 74] Three rows x foot diftant, Mildew attack- 
: { ed thefe crops. 
3 P Seed 2 pecks, 
3! 0 7 o |Lo&r 1 4 | Ditto Manure’ was 
ccna expenfive, — 





Mr. Y. obferves on Exp. 28th, ‘I expected that a wet feafon would 
bé attended ‘with a certain and great lofs: but my miftake fhews, 
that one cannot be too cautious in reafoning upon one year by 
analogy with another.’ , casi 

He obferves on Exp. 29th, That many broad-caft crops proved very 

_ detrimental this year. Is it not greatly to be lamented that a bu- 

_finefs, fo neceffary to the fupport of human life, .as..growing, of 

. wheat, is fo fabje&t to prove detrimental, that a man cannot enter 

__5pon it with any reafonable 4ffurance of profit adequate to the ha- 
zard which he runs? R. rit akg! 


Mr. Y.’s Conclafions from thefe drilled Crops‘of 1767. 
I, They prove more for than agai: the drill hufbandry. 
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2, Three rows diftant 1 foot, with intervals of 4 feet, the moft ads 
yantageous difpofition of drills. 

3 Purckafed manure anfwers not the expence. 

4. Two pecks of feed per rood, or two buthels per acte, is too little 

a quantity. . it ; 

We have been fo exaét in our Review of Mr. Y.’s averages of the 
experices, products, and profits and loffes of his crops, in the old 
hufbandry, that we will infert nothing of this kind on the new haf. 
bandry (although we have reduced the whole to writing) but only, 
sft, That from his premifes Mr. Y. rightly concludes (p. 116.) that 
¢ manuring of drilled crops anfwers not ;’ and that the average lof; 
by manured crops, is to that by unmanured ones, as 6]. 10s, 114, 
to1l. 2s. 10d. or almoft 6 to1: and, 2dly, Mr. Y. (in’p. 11g— 
-¥22) having gained the averages of crops after fallows and other 
crops, owns 18s furprize at the refult of this comparifon, as he ex. 

ed that a drilled crop, after a fallow, would be leaft profitable; 
- finds that it exceeds in profit that after a crop by 11. 25. 34; 
per acre; and as the profit of a fucceeding crop is only 17s. 64, 
(that of two of them only 11. 15 s.) therefore by fallowing the land 
every other year we gain 4s. gd. by the acre, fave the trouble of 
attending the fecond crop, and the rifque of greater expences. He 
therefore concludes (as all impartial Readers will from his premifes) 
‘ drilled land feems to'lofe fertility.’ We ferioufly recommend this 
-conclufion to the confideration of the advocates for the drill hufban- 
dry, and apprehend, that it may contribute to ‘ clip the pinions of 
drilling ideas when too much on the wing.’ 

Mr. Y. next fhews, that (cet. paribus) the produ& of zquidiftant 
rows exceeds that of horfe-hoed crops ;by 5 bufhels 3 pecks to the 
acre ; and the profit of the former that of the latter by 12s. 6d. to 
the acre. How confiderable all this! * Seems it not hence that good 
‘broad-caft is likelieft to bear away the prize? 

He notes that 3 rows at 1 foot diftance, with intervals of 4 feet, 
are fuperior to the two other methods, by above 11. 13s. per acrey. 
‘and prefers the common Suffolk plough to all horfe hoes. 

NV. B. In our Review of the above experiments we have omitted 
adding the fcreenings, in ftating of the produ&, (to avoid minutenels) 
but they are in the profits e— <! 

[To be continued } 3 | , 
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ArT. XII. Meditations upon feveral Texts of Scripture. By.the 
late Mrs. Jean Steuart, Widow of Alexander Trotter of €attle- 
fhiell, Efq; Daughter of Sir Robert Stezart of Allanbank; 
Bart. 8vo. 4s. 6d. Keith. 1771. 


jo penaacarwys 5 our diflike of religious enthufiafm, we 
frequently fee great reafon to refpeét the characters of 
thofe who are infected by it ; for, wild and irrational as the 
real enthufiaft may be in the exercife of his imagination and 


tte 





* Indeed, in this cafe, 61. 7s. od. inftead of 41. 15s. 3d. mutt 


be expended ; fo that fome trifle for intereft of the greater fum 
fhould be allowed, 


fancied 
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fincied feelings, we cannot queftion his fincerity ; and /ncerity 
js always refpectable. However erroneous in principle, or mif- 
taken in conduct, thefe fons and daughters of mental delufion 
may be, the inconvenience, if any, is to themlelves ; for they 
are, neverthelefs, generally found to be the bett members of 
fociety. Sober in their manners, they are peaceable neigh- 
bours, warm friends, pious toward God, and zealous in dif- 
charging the obligations of their religious perfuafion. 

Such a character, it appears, was Mrs. Jean Steuart; of 

whom a circumftantial account is given by the Editor of her 
papers ; from which we fhall extract a few particulars to gra- 
tify the curiofity of our readers. 
- ‘She was married in 1708, in the 15th year of her age $ was 
left a widow in 1728, with eight fons and three daughters then 
living, befide two fons which fhe had buried ; and fhe remained 
a widow till her death, which happened in 1766. 

‘ She feems to have had a very early turn fer religious fub. 
je&s, which was much encouraged not only by her pious. pas 
rents, Dut by her worthy grandmother lady Gilmour. : 

‘ Asawife fhe was mott affeCtionate, and as a mother none 
could excell her in tendernefs; but even this is only half her 
praife, for fhe was at the egreateft pains to inflil into the minds 
of her children the principles of religion, and to guard them 
againft the extremities of enthufiafm and |ukewarmnefs, which the 
Reader will fee from a few of her letters to her children *, 

‘ As a miflrefs fhe was gentle, as a friend fleady, as a com- 
panion cheartul and agreeable; and to objects of charity, her 
hand was always open. 

‘ None will be furprized,’ fays the writer of this account, 
‘that a perfon in whom refided fo many Godlike virtues, 
fhould meet with trouble in life; for this is one of the eviden- 
ces of our being the children of God. Her affliftions, indeed, 
were great, not only from her young and numerous family, but 
from a very tender and broken ftate of health during the whole 
of her widowhood. She had the trial to lofe nine of her chil- 
dren, and five of them in little more than one year.—But in 
thefe, and all her affliGtions, fhe bore the will of God with an exs 
emplary refignation. — Her laft illnefs, thougin extremely painful, 
fhe bore with great patience and fortitude: never did one fret 


en me een ema ee es —— 








" Thefe letters are particularly referred to, as inferted in this work ; 
and we have efpecially atrended to their contents, but have obferved 
nothing in them, nor in the whole volume, that in the leaft deeree 
feems to guard the Reader againft enthufa/m. Indeed we might as 
well look into Whitefield’s journals for a diffwafive acainft field- 
preaching, or tabernacle conventicles.—Of the extremities of enthu- 
afm, therefore, we may conclude, the worthy Lditor’s ideas and 
Ours are extremcly diMunilar. 


Rey, Apr. 7716 X ful 
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ful word efcape her lips.—She retained her judgment to the 
laft, and, with the moft ferene and {weet afpect, waited for the 
confummation of her happinefs.—At length the long expeéted 
hour arrived ; and after cafting a wifhful look on her mourp- 
ing children and friends who furrounded her bed, in which her 
very foul fpoke, fhe fell afleep in Jefus. 

¢ Thus lived, and thus died, one of the beft of women; but 
though dead, in thefe her devout meditations fhe ftill lives, and 
Speaks inftru€tion to the world.’ 

In many cafes, the Editor acknowledges it would be improper 
to publifh private writings of this nature; but in this, he ap- 
prehends, ‘ the fecreting of them would be hiding a golden 
talent in the earth, or putting a candle under a butfhel, which 
may tend to enrich and give light to all around.—The per- 
fuafion of this, the Editor is aflured, induced the fon of the 
pious author, Mr. Archibald Trotter, merchant and accomp- 
tant in Edinburgh, to fuffer this work to come abroad into the 
world ; and it is his earneft wifh it may anfwer all the impor- 
tant ends of fpiritual edification to thofe who read it.’ 

With whatever good intent, and pious regard to the memor 
of his worthy parent, Mr. Trotter caufed, or /uffered, thele 
* devout breathings of a holy foul in fecret, who never enter- 
tained a thought that her writings would be feen by the eye of 
the public,’ to make their appearance to the world in print, we 
muft, neverthelefs, from the refpect which we bear to Ra- 
TIONAL, TEMPERATE, and MANLY religion, honeftly declare 
our difapprobation of fuch publications as the prefent. Of the 
fervent private exercifes of a heart warmly attached to the ob- 
ject of its devotion, we certainly ought to deem with the highe 
reverence, while its effufions are confined to the clofet which 
gave them birth; but when they are communicated to the 
world, and fubmitted to a cool examination and difpaffionate 


judgment, there is great reafon to fear, that inftead of exciting | 


others to go and do ltkewife, they may not only become the fub- 
ject of the fcoffer’s ridicule, but may even fall under the cen 
fure of tie fober and judicious. 

That we may nct be charged with having unjuftly clafled 
thefe meditations with the extravagancies of enthufiafts, we will 
fupport what we have, not uncharitably, hinted, in relation to 
their true merits, by a few fhort extracts, which will indifpu- 
tably {peak for themfelves and for their author ; and which may, 
at the fame time, if candidly accepted, fufficiently intimate to the 
Editor in what manner we apprehend he ought to difcharge his 
duty in refpect to the remainder of Mrs. Steuart’s papers, if a 
fequel to this publication is intended ; as feems to be the cafe 


from the fignature, Vo/. J. printed at the foot of the firft paet 
¢ 

















Mrs. Steuatt’s Meditations, 315 


of every fheet in the prefent volume, although nothing of this 
fort appears 10 the title. ; 

-g. * When my heart is overwhelmed, Jead me to the rock 
that is higher than I This is a maf) fupplication indeed.’— 

Readers of a ludicrous turn might be apt to fay, that the 
pious meditant here iniended to defcead even to the familiarity 
of a pun. , 

oe” The ftones of Solomon’s temple were all mide ready 
before they were brought thither; fo that there was neither 
hammer nor any too] heard in the houfe while it was buildings 
~Eyen fo with Gou’s people in this world, who are defigned by 
the great mafter- builder to form and make up a holy temple to 
himfelf in the higher houfe, his own immediate abode. — W hat- 
ever hewing and polifhing of any kind his providence makes 
upon us in the way of affliction, it becomes us to be fubmiffive 
under thefe ftrokes, and quictly wait the iffue. The better p>- 
lifhed we are, and the more pains he vouchf.fes in his provi- 
dence for this end,—the more honourable fhall our place in 
that building be.—We fhail not grudge the toil we endured in 
being fitted for it; yea, to our great joy, we fhall fee how ne- 
eeflary every hammering, every hewing of his providence was,’— 

The mechanical terms introduced in the above abridgment 
of this meditation, will, no doubt, by moft readers be thought 
much too /ow for the language proper to be ufed in the inter- 
courfe of a pious heart with the fupreme Majefly of heaven and 
eath—Of the fame ftamp is the exprefiion of our Lord chiding 
and twitting his difciples for their want of faith, p. 29. 

P, 67. In carrying on the fimilitude of a nurlery, from which 
the ‘ fair plants of crace fhall be tranfplanted to the garden of 
God,’ we have a paffage, the whole of whith will not be in- 
ttlligible to the Englifh reader :—-* Yet, O my foul, blefs ye the 
Loid thy God, and forget not all his benefits; although thou 
at at prefent inhabiting a parched field, a barren foil, yet offer 
tothe Lord thankfgiving, that there are in the nurfery of God, 
amongit thefe plants (however /brub and fecklefs there appear 
amongft others around thee in the fame inclofure) whom he is 
training up for his palace-garden above.’— 

The meaning of the phrafe, /hrab and fecale/s, may be ob- 
vious enough in Scotland, but we belicve it wiil not be eafily 
underftood on this fide the Tweed. | 
.P.183. In meditating on the words, * But thou art a fhield 
for me,’ &c. the infults and taunts ufed by David’s enemies are 
introduced, and thus rebuked :—* fhe Lord is a thield for me; 
my glory, and the lifter-up of my head. A maffie, counter 
match indeed to ali their hellifa boafting: «* There is no help 
fr him in God” — Yeu dic, —the Lord is a thick » XC. 

s2 Do 
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Do not the two words printed in italic, in the latter part of - 
the foregoing extract, imply fomething rather too indelicate and 
mafculine for the pen of a lady? 

P. 229. ¢O amazing myftery! that the infinite God, the 
glorious fecond perfon in the Trinity, needed to be further 
qualified than from his own infinity to fuccour his people when 
tempted.’— 

This, we fear, will be underftood no where. 

P. 233. * Hail! O glorious Saviour, every drop of thy pre- 
cious fhed blood! O hail! every precious my/tick groan, from 
the pure and unfpotted breaft of him who is the God of all 
confolation.’—In the fame page fhe again finks beneath the im- 
portance of the fubject, by complaining of forrowful anguifh 
and faint gvalms, while fuffering by our enemies, and the ene. 
mies of the Saviour. The fame peculiar phrafe is ufed, p. 354. 
—‘ Now may we, defolated and dejecied in our itate of dif. 
tance and captivity, weep, when we remember Zion, yea, faint, 
and almoft die away in /ove-gualms*, when reflecting on our 
forfeited love-pledges, and our Lord’s abfence.’—Thete need 
no comment. Nor will divines, who, like our fair meditant, 
are fond of fpiritualizing Solomon’s Songs, have much objec- 
tion to them. 

P. 302. In the month of September laft, near to the begin- 
ning of it, fome time, | think, in the fecond week ; from which 
time till the middle of O&tober, was a very extraordinary time 
with me: a fpiritual anguifh was excited upon my mind, at- 
tended (by God’s good hand upon me) with fuch delightful, 
yea, vehement pangs of love-fick defires after God, and to be, 
by the fmiles of his countenance and favour, made furthcoming + 
to the glory and praife of his glorious name, &c.— 

Surely our Editor does not include fuch thoughts and expref- 
fions as the foregoing, among thofe which he hopes will ¢ an- 
fwer the important ends of {ipiritual edification’ to thofe who 
read them. 

To multiply quotations of this fort, would be no agreeable 
tafk to us, nor would it furnifh any very rational entertainment 
to many of our Readers. Enough has been extracted to fhew 
both the fpirit and turn of moft of Mrs. Steuart’s Meditations, 
and to give a tolerable idea of their unfitnefs, in many refpects, 
to mect the eye of an enlightened and difcerning age and nation. 


¢ 





* And in p. 273.—* A needy finner I am ;—all that is in the world 
cannot keep me from ftarving to death, and fwooning away in /ove-fik 
quatms, if T am not fapplied by my Lord from that fulnefs that is in 
him, which is that that alone can fatisfy my foul.’ 

t ‘This word is often ufed in thefe Meditations, and is always thus 
fpelt. 
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II. Conctusion of the Philofephical Tranfaftions. Vol. 
For the Year 1769. See our laft Month’s Review, 


ANTIQUITIES. — 

Article 27. An Acccunt of evra! fepulch: al Inferiptions and Aioures 

"in Basevelief, difcovered in 1755, at Lonn in Lower Germany. 
By John Strange, Efq,; F.R.S. 

HE Author in his paflage through Germany and the Ty- 
rol, in his way to Italy, had an opportunity of obferving 

(me curious remains of Roman antiquity, confifting of bas- 

reliefs in the higheft prefervation, which had been difcovered 

on digging certain foundations in a garden belonging to the Llec- 
tor of Cologne, together with fome infcriptions. I'wo plate 
exhibiting thefe antiquities accompany this article. 

Article 61. An Attempt to elucidate twa Samnite Coins, never before 
fully explained, Fc. By the Rev. Joim Swinton, B.D. F.LR.S. 
fc. Se. 

The moft eminent antiquarians, as Mr. Swinton, with his 
accuftomed gravity, obfertes, ¢ have not fcrupled to affert’ that 
the word SAFINIM, found on the reverfe of a certain Samnite 
denarius of Papius Mutilus, muit be equivalent to Sabini or 
Samnites, the Sabines or the Samnites ; whereas, with much erudi- 
tion, he makes it nearly evident, from the nature and genius of 
the coin itfelf; from the Samnite mode of abbreviation; and 
from its fimilarity to other coins, bearing the names of Italian 
captains, and adorned with the fame fymbols, that it ftands for 
SAFINIus Maret fitius, pofibly an Italian general who had di- 
ftinguifhed himfelf in the focial war ;—whole exploits indeed are 
not come down to us, and whofe very name, that fingle evi- 
dence of his ever havinz exiited, t! 


ART. XI 
LIX. 


houch recorded on brafs, ap- 

pears to have been filently pofling on the high road to utter 

oblivion, till our alert antiquarian outpoit challenged and ftop- 
ped it on the very borders of the gulph ; after it had eluded the 

fcrutiny of the Marqu's Scipio Maffei, Signior Olivieri, M. 

Pellerin, and his numerous brother centinels, who inceflantly 

guard the pafles into that region. 

Tranfactions, Are perenniores, in which it ? now depofited, 

and commences a frefh wra of exiftence, preferve and tranfmit 

the folitary mame of Sajinius—(for even they can do no more) 
and the prenomen of his venerable father, to the lateft potterity, 
more faithfully than the medal of Papius Mutilus ! 

Article 66. Extract from the fourrals of the Royal Society, re[pcct- 
ing a Letter addreffed to the Society by a Member of the Houje of 
Fefuits at Pekin in China. By Charles Morton, iM. DY Set. 

8. Se, 
The controverfy which has lately arifen amon= the literati of 
urope, on the occafion of fome conjectures of the ingcnious 
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Mr. Turberville Needham, publifhed in 1761, relative to 4 
fuppofed connection between the hicroglyphical writing of the 
ancient Egyptians, and the characterittic writing now in ufe 
among the Chinefe, ere not unknown to our learned Readers *, 
The Egyptian fymbols or charaéters infcribed on the celebrated 
buft of Ifis, at Turin +, appeared to him to refemble fevera} 
Chinefe characters, which are to be found in the great dic. 
tionary Tching, te, tong; from whence he conjectured, firft, 
that the Chinefe characters are the fame, in many refpe@ts, as 
the hieroglyphics of Esypt; and, fecondly, that the fenfe of 
hieroglyp'ics may be invettigated by the comparative and ap. 
propriated fignification of the Chinefe characters, As the fimi- 
Jarity between thefe two {pecies of writing has however been 
conteited, an appeal has been made to the only competent 
judges of this queftion, the /iterati of China. The Secretary of 
the Royal Society has accordingly addrefied himfelf on this fub- 
ject to the Jefuits at Pekin. Among other queflions propofed 
to them, which we omit, they were in particular defired to in- 
form the Society ‘ whether certain chara@ers, to the number 
of 29, copied from the buft ac Turin, together with divers 
other charaéters, to the number of 200, copied from undoubted 
monuments of Egypt, are realiy and indeed Chinefe charaéters; 
and, if they be, of what dialect and of what age are they ?? 
In anfwer to this and other enquiries relative to this fubje@, 
the Society have received a paper from Pekin, of which the pre- 
fent article is an abftract. It is accompanied with 27 plates 
reprefenting feveral of the ancient and modern Chinefe charac- 
ters ufed in writing ; together with copies of feveral ancient 
Chinefe infcriptions, drawings of vafes, and other antiquities. 
With regard to the queflion abovementioned, the writer of the 
paper fent from Pekin (who appears, from fome mifcarriage or 
other accident befallen fome of the packets fent to him, to have 
received only that which contained the Turin charaéters) de- 
cides, that though four or five of thefe charaGters have a fenfible 
refembtance to the like number, to be found in the abovemen- 
tioned Chinefe diGtionary ; yet that they are not genuine Chi- 
nefe charafters ; having no connected fenfe, nor a proper re- 
femblance to any of their forms of writing ; and that the whole 
of the infcription has nothing of Chinefe upon the’ face of it. 
Many of the /iteraij of that country, whofe province it is to 
ftudy the ancient writings, and whom he confulted upon this 
occafion, concur with him in this opinion; declaring that thefe 
fymbols are abfolutely unintelligible and new to them. 


r 





* See Review, vol. xxix. p. 31-34. 

t A caft of this veperable remain of antiquity has been procured, 
and fent hither, by Mr. Montagu, and is now, through the bounty 
pt his Majeity, cepofited in the Britith Mufeum. Th 
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The Author does not however abfolutely renounce Mr. Need- 
ham’s general conjecture ; and accordingly prefents the Society 
with a collation of 73 Egyptian hieroglyphics, collected prin- 
cipally from Kircher, and has placed by them a number of an- 
cient and modern Chinefe charaGlers, which more or lefs 
femble them ; and recommends the farther inveftigation of this 
curious fubject to the learned, He likewife sabe when he il 
an hiftorical picture of the Chinefe tongue and an acc ee if 
the rules which have been obferved in the formation of cathe 
Gers. He is profufe in his praifes of this language oy “ 
tols its * force, grace, ener sey Pipa Pee tee 
ae . Sy: gy, amenity, grandeur, and fimpli- 
city, particularly in many of the paflages of the Kine : bie, : 
ing, at the fame time, that, nétwithftanding all ‘a aig ra 
idioms or varieties, that to ann its civerent 

9 ngue contains only about 330 wo d 
every one of which, however, is nearly multipli iy: ot 
by as many different accents or inflexions of prayer ag 
which it is difficult to give an E voice, O 
peverthelefs, it is neither atts Gaica asia “ * : ae 
fand, as has been iu ; : anal 

ppofed by Europeans. He obf 
that the accents * give a certain h a es 
armony and pointed cad 
to the moft ordinary ph , y P om Seveeer 
sailed vehsaeelee eet weet _ se regard to clearnefs, 
sible. in: Sewer weeds é aft as we do, exprefs more 
pst ly s, and neverthelefs underftand one 

It does not however a . | 
ule of only four times heal age nee paper, how, with the 
For our own parts notwithft ; all this clearnefs is attained. 
culogia, we rejoice that we ate andth “ of the ese eg 
noble inventi ers of that fimple but 
fands Er eenenae ele a ne ee ee eee 
them. As ianinute wld sd words that are formed out of 
then ordinarily ea 1 aie ik we have reafon to be more 
corps together, we may odiie vale Taking our whole 
matters of half a dozen alphabeti ‘ Sena —— talerable 
we the 80,000 Chinefe charadlere anguages at leaft: but had 
for our office—(fuppofing it . annie et an 
tion) —inftead of sate Poin exift under fuch a fuppofi- 
now do, a, treating duly every month, at our eafe 

» de omni feibilt, our whole bod > as we 
excepted, would fcarce be ¢g Ys one or two greybeards 
books, But to conclude eth half way through their horn- 
fhall add with a more ferious reflection ;: 

, » that we know not whethb on; we 
which the Chinefe have made j nee Sennen ear 
all the difadvantages of a fer pone of the f{ciences, under 
from its very ftructure, to the diff ti uage, fo unfavourable, 
knowledge, does not furnifh a ft ifulion and propagation of 
proof of the high antiquity to wick eo ny 
Which are founded on their hiftory ee 


"* ELEc- 
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Erecrricity and METEORS. 

The two firit papers belonging to the firft of thefe claffes 
are the gth and soth articles, in which Dr. Prieftley relates 
fome curious experiments on the force and direction of ele@rj. 
cal explofions. Thefe were publifhed fome time ago in the 
Additious to his Hijlory, and have been alieady noticed in ous 
Review ¢. In the 13th article, an account is given by the 
Rev. Mr. Paxton, of the effects of a violent thunder-ftorm on 
the tower of the church of Buckland Brewer in Devonhhire ; 
from the pinnacie of which fiones were, by the force of the elec. 
trical explofion, projected and difperied in all directions, and 
to different diftances; fome of which (if there ts no typopra- 
phical error in.the number ) Wels ed feven hundred pounds. 
‘The 14th and 2oth articles contain meteorological journals of 
the weather in the year 1768, kept at Plya/outh, Bridgewater, 
and Ludgvan. In the 15th and goth articles, accounts are 


ab en of two yrema kal le Aurore bo ales; the tirft obferved at 


Paris, by M. Meilicr, and the latter at Oxford by Mr, Swin- 
ton. [he remaining articles of this clais are the two fol- 
Jowine : 

Article 21. Propofal fa Method for. fecuring the Cathedral of St. 
Paul’s from Damage by Lightning; in Covnfequence of a Letter 
from the Dean and Chapter of St, Paul’s to ‘James Weft, Ef; 
Pr. R.8. 

While the intrepid and fagacious wardens or other guardians 
of the parochial church of St. Bride’s, after repeated electric 
fhocks from above, and reiterated admonitions and remon- 
ftrances from us * and others, itill continue to brave the utmoft 
fury of an electrified cloud ; the Dean and Chapier of their me- 
tropolitan church, lefs daring, and doub:leis more enlightened, 
have applied to the Royal Society for their opinion and _parti- 
cular direétions, relative to the beft and moft effectual method 
of fixing elecirical conductors to that building: incited to this 
meafure by a confideration * that the old church of St. Paul’s 
had twice already fuffered by lightning,’ and by a prudent foli- 
citude * to fecure the prefent fabric from fimilar accidents; 
which, but for the interception of the ftorm by St. Bride’s 
church, within thefe few years, might, they obfe:ve, have al- 
ready happened.’ In confequence of this application a com- 
mittee was appointed by the Royal Society, confifting of Dr. 
Franklyn and Dr. Watfon, and Mefits. Canton, Delaval, and 
Willon, who were affifted, in the examination of the building, 
by Mr. Mylne, furveyor of St. Paul’s. 7 





+ See vol. xlini. September, page 214. 
* See Monthly Review, vol. xxxvii. O&tober 1767, p. 247, Vol. 
¢lit. March 1770, p. 204, and vol, xliii, September 1770, p. 216- 
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As we have lately had feveral occafions of explaining the na- 
», and fhewing the advantages, of metallic eletrical con- 
vac il and in our review of Dr. Franklyo’s laft publication, 
ve a pretty large and circumftantial account of feveral parti- 
culars relating to the improvement of them, which had been 
fuggefted by certain accidents that had befallen fome build- 
ings furnifhed with metal rods * ; we {hall only oblerve, 
with regard to the prefent article, that the advice and direc- 
tions here given are principally of a local nature, and in gene- 
ral relate to circumf{tances refpecting the materials and their 
difpofition, in the conftruCtion of this particular building ; 
(ch as, connecting together the great quantities of lead and 
ion, which already occur in the different parts of the cathe- 
dral, by means of metallic communications, and thus faving a 
confiderable part of the expence, &c. We fhall only add that 
9s, in a matter fo new, and of which we have had fo little ex- 
perience, it has not yet been determined to what diftance the 
prefervative power of a conduCting apparatus extends; this phi- 
lofophical committee have judged it expedient, or at leaft pru- 
dent, in a fabric of fuch height and extent, and which prefents 
fo large a metallic furface to the clouds, that the two towers, 
as well as the cupola, fhould be provided with a complete elec- 

trical communication with the earth f. 

Anicle 47. Of the different Quantities of Rain, which appear to 
fall, at different Heights, over the fame Spot of Ground. By 
William Heberden, M.D. F.R.S. 

The novelty and fingularity of the obfervation contained in 
this article will recommend it to the notice of philofophers in 
general, as well as to the confideration of thofe who keep me- 
teorological journals in particular, “he Author, on making 
acomparifon between the quantities of rain which fell in two 
places in London, about a mile diftant from one another, found 
that the rain in one of them conftantly exceeded that in the 
other, not only every month, but almoft every time that it 
rained. This difference could not be imputed to the appara- 
tus, which was accurately conftructed in both places; nor to 
any other probable caufe, except this circumftance; that one. 








’ ee Review, vol. xlui, March 1770, from page 200 to 
page 206, 

T Signior Beccaria, who had two infulated rods fixed to his houfe, 
at the diftance of 140 feet from each other, one of which was 30 feet 
higher than the other, obferved that on taking a fpark from the firft, 
the eletricity of the latter was fenfibly diminithed; but though 
he continued to touch the higher rod, the lower would neverthelefs 
fhew fions of increafing electricity. Lettere dell’ Ellettricifmo, p. 176. 
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of thefe rain-gages was fixed above the neighbouring chimnies, 
and the other confiderably below them. ‘Fo difcover whether 
this variation proceeded from the different heights at which 
each apparatus was placed, the Author afterwards fixed one 
rain-gage above the higheft chimnies of a houfe, and another 
upon the ground of a garden adjoining to it; when a fimilar 
difference was found in the quantity of rain received into them. 
He profecuted the experiment ftill further; placing an appa. 
ratus on the roof of Weftminfter abbey ; and found the diffe. 
rence ftill more remarkable. It appears from a table of a year’s 
obfervations, here given, that there fell above the top of a 
houfe above a fifth part lefs rain, than fell in an equal {pace 
below; and that on the roof of Weitminfter abbey, there fell 
little more than half the quantity which fell below. The ex- 
periment top has been repeated in other places, with the fame 
event. 

The Author does not undertake to affign the caufe of this 
extraordinary difference ; but hints in gencral, that it is pro- 
bable that fome hitherto unknown property of electricity is con- 
cerned in this phenomenon: as, whenever it rains, a pointed 
sod, if perfeétly infulated, never fails to exhibit mamifeft figns 
of electricity in the air. That electricity is, in fome manner 
or another, concerned in it, is extremely probable ; though it 
is not eafy to affign the gusmodo. Without hazarding any for- 
mal conjeGures on this particular head, we fhall venture to 
mention one caufe, which, though not adequate to the whole 
effect, may poflibly be thought inftrumental in producing a 
part of it. 

Confidering rain, with fome late phyfiologifts, as a precipi- 
tation of water, before diflolved in air, it is evident that as, in 
other chemical precipitations, a greater portion of the precipi- 
tating fubitance will be received on the real bottom of a veifel 
containing the folution, than on a fuppofed falfe bottom placed 
any where above it, and that in proportion to its height above 
the real bottom : fo a greater quantity of water ought, on part- 
ing with its former folvent, to fall on the furface of the earth, 
than on an imaginary horizontal plane of the fame dimenfions 
above it. The two cafes, we are fenfible, are not exactly pa- 
rallel; as rain is not a precipitation of a fubftance equally dif- 
fufed throughout the air, but principally proceeds from clouds 
at a confiderable height above both the upper and lower appa- 
ratus. Neverthelefs little doubt can be entertained that the 
drops of rain, in their courfe downwards, are /omewhat increafed 
either in number or fize; partly by fucceflively impinging on the 
aqueous particles contained in the air through which they pas, 
and by attracting others, in virtue of their being poffeffed of a 
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rent electricity * ; and partly by the fpontaneous feparation 

‘tation of that moifture; which, from many experi- 

known to be contained, in confiderable quantities, 

all times, and the appearance of which, dripping 

lls of our houfes, &c. is one of the popular figns 

of approaching rain. The quantity of moifture however, 

which is actually feparated and precipitated within the dimen- 

fons of a plate of air exifting between the top and bottom of 

any given building, we pretend not even to guefs at. 
CHEMISTRY. 

Article 30. On the Solubility of Iron in fimple Water, by the Inter- 
vention of fixed Air; in a Letter from Mr. Lane, Se. to the 
Hon, Henry Cavendifh, F.R.S. 

The ingenious and accurate philofopher, to whom this letter 
isaddrefled, Jately communicated to the public, in the Philofo- 
phical Tranfactions +, a feries of experiments which fhew that 
a part of the calcareous earth, which is contained in feveral 
waters, is rendered foluble in them by the means of fixed air. The 
Author of this paper has here happily extended this interefting 
difcovery to a different fubjeét, and by feveral experiments con- 
duéted with great ingenuity, has rendered it highly probabl 
that the iron contained in many chalybeate {prings, owes fs 
folubility in water to that principle alone. 

The folution of this metal in mineral waters has generally 
been hitherto attributed to fome fubtile gas, or volatile acid : 
but as many chalybeate waters manifeftly contain a predomi- 
nant alcali, or an abforbent earth, in quantities more than fuf- 
ficient to faturate the acid contained in them; and as all the 
known acids have a greater affinity to both thefe fubftances, 
than to iron, it feems to follow that waters thus impregnated, 
which poflefs the power of tinging with galls, and on being 
fome time expofed to the open air, let fall the metal, and lofe 
that property, muft have owed it, not to an acid, but to fome 
different principle, or other folvent of iron; and.moft probably 
to fixed air: by which Mr. Cavendifh had already fhewn that 


different 
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* The clouds, and the furface of the earth, may be confidered, 
with Wilke and /Epinus, as the coatings of an electrified plate of air 
laterpofed between them. When the upper part of this plate is in a 
pofitive, the lower will be in a negative, ftate, and vice verfa. 
The drops therefore proceeding from the upper part, being, for 
inflance, pofitively eleétrified, will attract the negatively eleétrified 
Watery molecule which they meet with in the lower part of it; and 
may pofibly likewife promote their feparation from their aéreal 
folvent, in virtue of their greater elective attraction of water, a con- 
éuéor, than of air, a non-conduGor of eleciricity. 

t Vol. Ivii. art.11, See Monthly Review, vol. xxxix. Novem- 
ber 1768, Pp. 350. 
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the unneutralized earths in many waters are fufpended; and 
the exiflence of which in confiderable quantities, in the Ger. 
man Spa waters, was experimentally evinced fome years ago, 
by Dr. Brownrigg, in the Tranfactions, We fhall with plea. 
{ure give an analytical abftract of Mr. Lane’s judicious experi. 
ments on this fubject, inftituted with a view to dete& and af. 
certain the real agency of this aéreal metallic folvent. 

From bis 4th experiment, which we mention firft for an 
ebvious reafon, it appears that iron filings, digefted for a long 
time in pure diftilled water, do not communicate to the water 
a chalybeate impregnation ; as is evident from its fuffering no 
change of colour on the addition of tincture of galls: but from 
his ift experiment it appears, that half a pint of pure water, 
and 60 grains of iron filings, contained in a wide-mouthed 
bottle, which was fufpended 48 hours over a dittiller’s vat in 
high fermentation, fo as to enable it to receive the fixed air 
arifing from the fermenting liquor, acquired a brifk ferrugineous 
tafte ; aud on applying the ufual teft to a part of the decanted 
fluid, it gave figns of a ftrong chalybeate impregnation, turn- 
ing in a fhort time to a nearly inky colour. Like the natural 
waters, on being expofed to the air, it foon became turbid, 
depofited an ochrous fediment, and in a few days loft its ting- 
ing property entirely. In the 2d experiment fixed air was con- 
veyed into a bottle containing the water and iron filings, by 
means of a bent tube fixed into it, whofe other leg was in- 
ferted into a bottle in which was a fermenting mixture, con- 
fifting of a folution of fugar in water, with an addition of yeaft. 
The quantity of iron, which the water was hereby rendered 
capable of diflolving, was found to be at leaft equal to that 
commonly afcribed to moft chalybeate waters. In fome fubfe- 
quent experiments, the air extricated during the effervefcence 
of acid and alcaline fubftances, was received into the mixture 
of water and iron filings; and in fome of thefe trials was made 
to pafs through a veflel containing pearl afh. In all thefe dif- 
ferent experiments, the iron was diilolved, and the waters thus 
impregnated appeared to be exactly fimilar; excepting fome 
trifling differences in tafte and fmell, proceeding from the fub- 
ftances employed. 

This laft precaution of the Author’s, taken with a view to 
obviate any*fufpicion, that an acid might be inftrumental in 
producing the folution of the iron, appears to us by no means 
fuperfluous. For though Dr. Macbride, in his very ingenious 
Experimental Effays*, produces an expcriment to prove that an 
acid does not accompany the fixed air proceeding from ferment- 
ing fubltances; as of two linen rags, fufpended over a large vat 
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of melafles wafh in high fermentation, one of which was moif- 
tened with an alcaline folution, and the other tinged blue by 
the fcrapings of radifhes; the firft was not at all faturated, nor 
the fecond in the flighteft degree changed red by the vapour: 
ot he afterwards acknowledges that ap acid may arife together 
with the fixed air in its flicht from fermenting and effervefcent 
mixtures ; but fuppofes that it has not the power to change the 
blue juices to a red colour, nor to faturate the alcaline falts. 
We apprehend, however, that his not detecting its prefence and 
wer in thefe two inftances, was owing to its not having been 
collected or concentrated, on its application to the alcaline and 
tinged rags. For, that a very fenfible portion of acid arifes to- 
gether with the fixed air from fome of the effervefcent mixtures, 
the writer of this article had occafion formerly to obferve in the 
courfe of fome experiments not very different from thefe of Mr. 
Lane, and which were fuggefted by Dr. Brownrigg’s paper 
above-mentioned. The fixed air, particularly, avifing from a 
mixture of oil of vitriol and fixed alcali, and rufhing with im- 
tuofity, in a denfe and vifible column, through the orifice of 
afmall bent tube, inftantly changed a piece of blue paper held 
toitto a red colour. But the colour of the paper, when pre- 
fented at even a {mall diftance from it, was not altered; nor 
when the diluted acid was employed: neither was the colour of 
afmall piece of ‘the fame paper at all] ailected, when putintoa 
vial of water, which for a long time received this undoubtedly 
acid vapour, now diffufed through the water, or difipated. The 
experiment has fince been, fomewhat haftily, repeated on the 
prefent occafion; the air being made to pafs through fome fixed 
alcali: but though the blue paper held to the orifice of the tube 
did not indeed become red as before, its colour was difcharged 
by the vapour. ‘The brevity to which we are confined, prevents 
us from enlarging on this fubje&. Enough has been faid to 
prove that an acid does certainly arife from effcrve/cent mixtures, 
(and probably from fermenting fubftances) with the particular 
afinities of which we are poffibly not well acquainted. Any 
remaining fufpicions, therefore} of its having foie influence i 
the folution of the iron in the Author’s experiments, might 
moft effectually be removed, by throwing into the water the 
xed air arifing from putrefcent tubftances. 
_ The Author’s sth experiment is produced, to fhew that water, 
in which iron is diffolved by means of the vitriolic acid, does 
not, on being boiled or expofed for along time to the open air, 
lofe the property of tinging with galls; as do many of the na- 
tural, as well as the Author’s artificia’ ferrugincous waters, un- 


der the fame circumftances. Thee experiments, however, 
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towards juftifying his conclufions from them, with regard ty 
the manner in which chalybeate fprings become impregnated 
with that metal, to repeat them with the ores of iron. But 
none of thefe anfwered his expectation except one, which js 
called iron fand ore, and which feems to contain a perfeét iron, 
This difficulty led him into a new fet of experiments, which 
were fuggefted by this fuppofition ; that waters charged with 
pyritical matter, or with any of the ores of iron previoufly dif- 
folved in an acid, might afterwards have the acid neutralized 
by alcaline or calcareous fubftances, and yet that the iron thus 
detached from its former acid folvent, by the fuperior affinity 
of the alcali or earth, might ftill be kept fufpended in the water 
by anew menftruum—the fixed air, generated or let loofe during 
the effervefcence. ‘Though we cannot follow the Author 
throughout the detail of his experiments on this head, we 
fhould co injuftice to his hypothefis if we did not give a concife 
view, at leaft, cf the general refult of them, by which it is 
in a great meafure confirmed. 

It appears then, from his 6th, 7th, and 8th experiments, that 
diluted folutions not only of iron, but of any of its ores, in 
any of the three foffil acids, on the addition of fubftances sot 
containing fixed air, ({uch as lime-water or foap-leys) let go the 
iron; and that the filtrated liquor accordingly gives no tinge 
with the tinGure of galls: but that if to fuch folutions the 
common, cr foflil, or volatile alcali, all replete with fixed air, be ¢ 
added ; or any of the earths which Jikewife abound with that 
principle, fuch as chalk, unburnt limeftone, magnefia, the earth 
of alum, marble, &c. though the metal is hereby likewife difs 
engaged from its acid folvent, which is neutralifed by them ; 





and even though the water be overcharged with the alcaline or r 
earthy matter, yet that the iron is kept fufpended in the water = 
by the folvent power of the fixed air generated in the act of of 
effervefcence, as is evident by its afluming a purple colour, on é' 
applying to it the ufual teft of tincture of galls. y 3 
By this difcovery, new lights are obtained with regard to the i 
more perfect analyfis of natural medicated waters, and confe- h 
quently to the production of artificial ones refembling them. : 
Upon the whole, we fhall obferve from our own experiences : 
that there are juft grounds to expeét, that the principles con- t 
tained in this paper may be applied to the perfect imitation of f 
fome of the moft valuable chalybeate waters ; of thofe particu- 
Jarly, of which fixed air is undoubtedly a fine gua nen, in the 


compofition. By fome of the proceffes here given, or by others 
not very materially varying from them, a water may be obtained 


very little inferior, even in point of tafte and gratefulnefs, to 
that of Pyrmont, 
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MiscELLANEOUS PAPERS. 

Article 2. Brevis Narratio de Strudéiura & Effeciu Speculorum 
cauflicorum parabsliccrum, a defunéto D™. Fejen Drefde elabo~ 
ratorum ; que nunc a Jdm, Ebrard, fub Arce Drefdenft habitante, 
poffidentur. Autiore Dv, Wolfe, M. D. ; 

The large concave /pecula, the conftru&tion and effects of 
which are defcribed in this article, are each formed of feveral 
hoards of wood, firmly bound together, and conftituting a feg- 
ment of a parabola; the concave furface of which is lined wittt 

lates of brafs (/emtnis aurichalceis) accurately joined to each 
other, and which have received as“high a polith as the metal is 
capable of receiving. Notwithftanding their very great fizey 
thefe /pecula are mounted in fuch a manner, as to be very eatily 
manageable. Of fix, which are in the pofleffion of Mr. Ehrardy 
the dimenfions and focal diftances of four are here given. The 
diameter, or rather ordinate, of the firft or largeft is 9 feet 7 
inches; its depth, or abfcifle, 1 foot 4 inches, and the diftance 
of the focus from the vertex, 4 feet*. The effects produced 
by thefe /pecula are faid greatly to exceed any that have been pro- 
duced by inftruments of this kind. We {fhall briefly give the 
refults of a few of the experiments here related, which were all 
made by Dr. Hoffman, with the 3d in order, the diameter of 
which is 5 feet 1 inch, its depth 10% inches, and its focal dif- 
tance 1 foot 10 inches; premifing, as a proof of the accuracy of 
figure given to thefe mirrors, that the image of the fun does 
not, in any of them, exceed half an inch in diameter. ‘Their 
power however is greatly weakened by the imperfection of their 
polifh, and by their colour. 

Among the experiments relating to the effeéts of fo large a 
portion of the folar rays thus concentrated, and directed on dif- 
ferent ores, metals and earths, we read that a piece of filver ore 
was fufed in one fecond, without any fume arifing. A piece 
of Hungarian A/defus was in 3 feconds converted into a greenifh 
yellow glafs. An iron nail flowed in 3 feconds, and in 5 was 
partly changed into a green coloured gla/s. A Spanifh piftole was 
melted in 2 feconds, and when in fufion appeared black ; anda 
half crown began to melt in one fecond, and was completely 
perforated in three. We were difappointed in not finding that 
refractory metal platina, among the fubjects expofed to this in- 
tenfe heat. We fhall fubjoin two or three experiments of a dif- 
ferent nature, 

* Experiment 15. Some coals well kindled being placed at a 
notable diftance from the fpeculum, a candle might be lighted, 
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; The Drefden foot is to the Englith foot neanly in the ratio of 
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and various inflammable matters kindled, on being brought ing 
the focus.’ } 

+ Experiment 16. If the live coals be placed in the focus of 
the fpeculum, and the rays, reflected fram thence, be received on 
another. fpeculum placed even at a pretty confiderable diftance 
from the former, inflammable bodies may be kindled in the focys 
of the fecond fpeculum.’ 

We thall give the next experiment in the Author’s own words, 
as we do not perfectly underftand, whether he means that the 
fpeculum reflects and collects into a focus the rays of heat utiac. 
companied with any vifible light as a vehicle. If this be not his 
meaning, this experiment is only a needlefs and weakened res 
petition of the two former, and, in fact, a kind of phyfical 
gnticlimax. 

© Experiment 17. Experimenta duo ultima (meaning the 15th 
and 16th given above) non folum fuccedunt cum ipfis pruinis ace 
cenfis, fed etiam cum fornace fortiter calefacte, in foco {peculi pofite, 
vel juxta experimentum 15tum ante eundem, diflantiis nempe probe 
feleétis.’ 

In a fubfequent paragraph, an experiment is given in which 
the rays of found, if we may be allowed the expreffion, are firft 
thrown into a parallel direction, and afterwards collected into a 
focus, in the very fame manner as the rays of light in the 16th 
experiment. For if two of thefe mirrors be placed oppofite to 
each other, even at the diftance of 50 yards from each other, 
and a pocket watch be held, or a perfon fpeak very low.in the 
focus of one of them, the ticking of the watch, and the words 
of the fpeaker, will be diftin&lly heard in the focus of the other. 

In the laft paragraph the Author hints the poffibility of fetting 
fire to objels at an indefinite diftance, by throwing the folar 
rays, diverging from the focus of a very large fpeculum of this 
kind, into a parallel direction, by means of a lens placed at its 
own focal diftance beyond the focus of the fpeculum. We fhall 
give the whole paragraph in his own words. 

Qu. § Specula Archimedea erantne diverfa ab his? Certe para- 
bola, cujus parameter bis mille pedum, non difficulter defcribitur. 
forte etiam radii a tali fpeculo reflexi, poft focum a lente excipi, 8 
Situ paraliela ad omnem diftantiam mitti poffent, habita nempe ratione 
fufibiitatis vitriv 

.. The phyfical difficultics of different kinds attending the aétual 
execution of this very magnificent experiment, of converting @ 
cone of folar rays into a burning cylinder, and projecting it to an 
unlimited diftance, we apprehend to be nearly infuperable: not 
to mention the probably confiderable diminution of the expedted 
effect, producible by various caufes which we need not enumes 
rate. As to the firft query, it will readily be anfwered in the 
negative, 
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ative, by thofe who recollect the defcription of the thirrors 

of Archimedes given by Yzetzes, and quoted by M. Dutensg 
fin his Recherches fur Vorigine des decouvertes, &c.] of which our 
readers will find a fhort account, on confulting the Appendix to 
volume, page 554. erg’ were 
Gs aewtienas to prove that the luminoufnefs of the fea 
aries from the putrefaction of its animal fubflances. By Fohn 

Canton, M. A. and F. R. S. ste 

The different caufes affigned by philofophers as productive of 
the luminous ‘appearance of the fea, have been equally nume- 
rous and unfatisfa€tory. From the experiments produced in 

roof of the Author’s opinion on this fubject, exprefled in the 
title of this article, we collect that a freth whiting, after re= 
maining about 24 hours in a gallon of fea water, appeared lumi- 
nous on that part of it which was even with the furface of the 
fluid; although the water itfelf was dark : but that on drawing 
the end of a ftick through the water, the latter appéared Jumi- 
nous behind the ftick, prefenting an appearance greatly refem- 
bling that obferved in the wake of a fhip at fea. When the 
whole body of water was agitated, the whole likewife became 
luminous, and appeared like milk. This appearance too is fre- 
quently obferved at fea. ‘The fame experiments were repeated 
with a herring, which communicated fo great a degree of light 
to the water, that on agitating it on the third night, the hour 
might be difcovered with a watch. The fifh itlelf, however, 
now appeared as a dark fubftance. In a week the water loft its 
luminous quality. 

The appearances were the fame, when the Author employed 
in thefe experiments an artificial fea water, made by adding 4 
ounces avoirdupois of falt to 7 pints of water, wine meafure : 
but no light was serge on putting a herring into frefh water, 
nor into water almoft fully faturated with fea falt, in which 
the herring remained a week firm and perfecily fweet; while 
that in the artificial fea water was become more foft and putrid 
than another herring which had been kept as long in the frefli 
water. It appears from Sir John Pringle’s experiments on anti« 
feptics, that a certain portion of falt, lefs than what is found in 
fea water, haftens putrefaction. From thence Mr. Canton in- 
fers, that if the fea were lefs falt, it would be more luminous. 
To thefe experiments the Author fubjoins fomte of the moft accu- 
rate and circumftantial accounts that Have been given con- 
cerning the luminous appearance of the fea, which greatly favour 
his explication of that phenomenon. | 

The Jaft article of this volume, is the copy of a paper which 
was fome years ago delivered, fealed ap, -to the Royal Society, 
by the late ingenious Mr. James Short ; which has been opened 
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fince his death, and contains an account of his method of work. 
ing the object glafles of refracting telefcopes truly fpherical, 
. To this volume is prefixed a catalogue of many new philofo. 
phical publications and natural curiofities, which have been pre. 
fented to the Society during the courfe of the year 1769; fuch 
as the memoirs of fome of the foreign academies, as well as the 
works of feveral individuals publifhed both abroad and at home; 
whofe civilitics are here properly acknowledged by the addition 
of the names of their refpective donors. Boy 
¢ 


MONTHLY CATALOGUE, 
For APRIL, 1772. 


PoLIFICA L 


Art.14. Thoughts on the late TranfaGtions refpecting Falkland’ s 
Ifland. 8vo. 18. 6d, Cadell. 1771. 

“HE few writers who treat difpaffionately of public affairs, 

are intitled to the thanks of their fellow-citizens ; but it is no¢ 
fo with thofe who would fcatter fedition, or who would.exalt the 
prerogatives of the crown by overthrowing the liberties of the 
people. In this latter clafs we are unwilling to place the Author 
of the performance before us; notwithftanding that, as the cham- 
pion of the Miniftry, he attempts to vindicate its conduét in relation 
to the late tranfactions with Spain; and that he confiders thofe who 
have cenfured it-as the * bellowers of faétion.’ 

Though perhaps there is no great force of argument, or ftrength 
of reafoning in the pages before us, we muft, however, be candid 
enough to remark that their literary merit is very confiderable. The 
following {pirited animadverfions on a famous political writer will, 
no doubt, entertain many of our Readers, , : 

- © An unfuccefsful war, fays our Author, would undoubtedly have 
‘had the effect which the enemies of the Miniftry fo earneftly defire; 
for who could have fuitained the difgrace of folly ending in misfor- 
tune? But had wanton invafion undefervedly profpered, had Falk- 
land’s Ifland been yielded unconditionally with every right prior and 
ofterior ; though the rabble might have fhouted, and the windows 
have blazed, yet thofe who know the value of life, and the uncer- 
-tainty of public credit, would have murmured, perhaps unheard, at 
the increafe of our debt, and the lofs of our people. 
_ © This thirft of blood, however the vifible promoters of fedition 
may think it convenient to thrink from the accufation, is loudly 
avowed by Junius, the writer to whom his party owes’ much of its 
“pride, and fome of its popularity. Of Junius it cannot be faid, as 
of Ulyfies, thet he fcatters ambiguous expreflions among the vul- 
gar; for he cries havock without referve, and endeavours to let flip 
the dogs of foreign-or of civil war, ignorant whither they are going, 
and carelefs what may be their prey. 

‘ Junius has fometimes made his fatire felt, but ‘let not injudi- 
cious adiniration millake the venom of the fhaft for the vigour - 
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the bow. He has fometimes {ported with lucky malice ; but to him 
that knows his company, it is not hard to be farcaftic in a mafk. 
While he walks like Jack the Giant-killer in a coat of darknefs, he 
nay do much mifchief with little ftrength. Novelty captivates the 
fyperficial’and thoughtlefs; vehemence delights the difcontented 
and turbulent. He that contradicts acknowledged truth will always 
have dn audience ; he that vilifies eftablithed authority will always 
find abettors. : 

‘ Junius burft into notice with a blaze of impudence which has 
tarely glared upon the world before, and drew the rabble after him 
as a monfter makes a fhow. When he has once provided for his 
fafety by impenetrable fecrecy, he had nothing to combat but truth 
and juftice, enemies whom he knows to be feeble in the dark. Being 
then at liberty to indulge himfelf in all the immunities of invifibi- 
lity ; out of the reach of danger, he has been bold ; out of the reach 
of fhame, he has been confident. Asa rhetorician he has had the 
art ofsperfuading when he feconded defire; as a reafoner, he has 
convinced thofe who had no doubt before; as a moralift, he has 

ht that virtue may difgrace; and, as a patriot, he has gratified 
the mean by infults on the high. Finding fedition afcendant, he 
has been able to advance it; finding the nation combuttible, he has 
been able to inflame it. Let us abftract from his wit the vivacity of 
infolence, and withdraw from his efficacy the fympathetic favour of 
Plebeian malignity ; I do not fay that we fhall leave him nothing ; 
the caufe that 1 defend fcorns the help of falfehood; but if we leave 
him only his merit, what will be his praife? | 

‘ It is not by his livelinefs of imagery, his pungency of periods, 
or his fertility of allufion, that he detains the cits of London, and 
the boors of Middlefex. Of ftyle and fentiment they take no cog- 
nizance. They admire him for virtues like their own, for contempt 
of order, and violence of outrage, for rage of defamation and auda- 
city of falfehood. The Supporters of the Bill of Kights feel no 
niceties of compofition, nor dexterities of fophiftry ; their faculties 
are better proportioned to the bawl of Bellas, or barbarity of Beck- 
ford; but they are.told that Junius is on their fide, and they are 
therefore fure that Junius is infallible. Thofe who know not whither 
he would léad them, refolve to follow him; and thofe who cannot 
find his meaning, hopé he means rebellion. 

* Junius is an unufual phenomenon, on which fome have gazed 
with wonder and fome with terror ; but wonder and terror are tran- 
fitory paflions. He will foon be more clofely viewed or more atten- 
tively examined, and what folly has taken for a comet that from its 
flaming hair fhook peftilence and war, enquiry will find to be only 
a meteor formed by the vapours of putrefying democracy, and kindled 
into flame by the effervefcence of intereft ftruggling with conviction ; 
which after having plunged its followers in a bog, will leave us en- 
quiring why we regarded it.’ 

The prefent publication is not entirely free from that difgufting 
petulance and affectation, which generally characterize the perfor- 
mances of its Author. Filled with that little vanity, which fo fre- 
‘quently attends on contemplative and retired men, he delivers his 
‘oracles with an air of the utmoft authority ; and feems to confider 
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himfelf as’ feated on the pinnacle of the temple of wifdom, from 
whence he looks down with a /apient di/dain on the repuiles that 
craw! Lelow him. st 
Art. 15. An Examination of the Declaration and Azrement with ‘ 
the Court of Spain, relating to the Reflitution of Falkland’s Ifland, 
8vo. 1s. Bingley. ie | 

This performance has but a fmall portion of literary merit; yet 
its defects, in this particular, are amply compenfated by. its candour, 
good fenfe, and public {pirit. é rind 2 St 
Art 16. Reflections upon the prefent Difpute between the Houfe of — * 

Commons and tke Magiftrates of London. 8vo. 18. Bladon. i771, 

Accerding to the ipirit of our conttitution, the members of the 
Houfe of Commons ought to hold no language but what the people 
fhould hear, or be informed of. ‘They are elected for the purpofe of 
fupporting the general rights of the nation; and when they com- 
plain that their {peeches are publifhed, it is naturally to be fufpetted 
that they are inclined, in fome refpe&t, to betray their conftituents, 
The publication however before us, in compliment to adminiftration, 
would vindicate the Houfe of Commons in their late tranfaétions 
‘with the magiftrates of London. . It is written with no extraordinary 
ftrength of argument, or elegance of compofition; yet, from its ftyle 
and nmianner, we fhould be apt to afcribe it to a perfon of fome emi- 
nence in the literary world—the Author of Memoirs of Great Britain . b 
and Ireland. ov, 
Art.17. An Aldrefs to the Houfe of Commons of Ireland. By a 

Frecholder. 8vo. 15. No Publither’s Name. Advertifed by 

Almon. 

Contains fome pertinent hints for the protection of Ireland. againft 
invafion, which, the Writer thinks, is to be apprehended on the com- 
mencement of any future war; and which, according to the repre- 
fentation made of the prefent ftate of the country, it is by no means 
enabled to repulfe. Hence he juftifies the augmentation of the army, 
infifts on the burden and inefficacy of militia in a country, the ma- 
jority of the inhabitants of which are Catholics, and points out pro- 
per fortifications to be made and garrifoned, to render any defcent 
on that ifland abortive. N, 
Art. 18. An Addrefs to the People of England, on the prefent State 

of the Britifh Legiflature; pointing out the Caufes of the prefent Di- ‘ 

fiurbances, 8vo. 18. Griffin. 1771. 

When the forms of a free government outlaft the ends for which 
they were inftituted, they become a meré mockery of the people for 
whofe welfare they ought to operate. 

The delegates of a people never lofe the confidence of their cons 
ftituents without deferving it; and whenever this unhappy circum- 
itance takes place, no good can be expected in any point of view, 
until the people are referred to a new choice. If, when they obtain 
this opportunity, they can again mifufe it, let their ewn refiections 
fuggeft to them what they deferve; but then Jet them not be fo to- 
tally void of fhame as to complain of the venality of thofe men to 
whom they fell themfelves. 

The difpaflionate Addrefs now before us traces the public difquiets 
from their natural and obvious caufes ; the eleétors firit bafely bartering 
away their votes, and the purchafers afterward proftituting and be- 

traying 
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traying their truft, to reimburfe themfelves, in the mean capacity-of 
miniterial agents: at which the people, ftrange to fay, are furprifed, 
and angry’! oe ) 

Our Author calls upon the Britifh electors, therefore, to let the 

year 17745 when the next general election takes place, be the grand 
om of Britith freedom.—But, alas! addrefles of this kind will .be 
little regarded, perhaps little read, by thofe who fhould profit by 
them; and hence, it is to be apprehended, our political redemption 
can only be effetted by fhort parliaments, which, if any thing can, 
will fpoil the markets at which our national rights are bougle and 

d. 
ive thing, with refpect to this fenfible Addrefs, gave us peculiar 

Jeafure in perufing it; viz. to obferve fuch conititutional principles 
enforced by the pen of an officer in the regular forces ; and we hope 
there are many more gentlemen in the army as true well-wifhers to 
their country as this worthy Writer: fuch men will, in all exigen- 
cies, at in fuch a manner as becomes its real friends and defenders. 
| NoveEts, &e. N. 
Art. 19. Sentimental Tales. 12m0. 2Vols. 5s. fewed. 

: Wilkie. 1771. 

In thefe /entimental produétions are comprehended fome very warm 
ideas, and allufions to fituations rather /én/ual than {fentimental, 
The Author, in fome parts of his work, imitates S:erne, with the 
ufual fuccefs of imitators. He has introluced a number of poetical 
pieces, both originals and tranflations*, and they are not the worft 
parts of the Tales in which they are interfperfed : but even of thefe, 
in juftice to the public, we cannot fpeak in the highe‘t terms of ap- 
probation. 

Art. 20. The Fault was all his own. In a. Series of Letters, 
By aLady. 12mo. 2 Vols. 53s. fewed. Riley. 

We are told that this is the production of a young Lady, of a 
promifing genius; and the work bears fufficient teftimony that we 
are not mifinformed ; for it abounds with the marks of an immature 
judgment, and yet affords proofs of a fine imagination. It is de- 
fettive in plan, chara¢ters, and ftyle ; but many good fentiments are 
interfperfed in it; and we meet with reflections that would do ho- 
nour to the pen of a more experienced writer. 

Art. 21. The Adventures of a Bank Note. In Four Volumes. 
Vols. HT. andIV.. 1z2mo. 5s. fewed. Davies. 

We refer to our fhort mention of the two former volumes of this 
droll performance: fee Review, vol. xliii. p. 152.—It appears that 
the public are to thank the humorous Burle/quer of Homer for the 
entertainment afforded them in the Adventures of a Bank Note. 
Thefe adventures refult from the various transfers of the note, from 
ene pofleffor to another ; with the characters of its feveral proprietors, 
among whom are divers well-known remarkable perfonages of the 
prefent age, and of various ranks and compleétions. | 
Art. 22. Bet/y; or, the Caprices of Fortune. 12m0. 3 Vols. 

7s. 6d. fewed. Jones. 

All improbability ; yet not entirely dettitute of interefting {cenes. 





Particularly from Catullus. 
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Art. 23. The Vicar of Bray: A Tale. 12mo0. ° 2-Vols, 
ss. fewed. Baldwin. 
A ridiculous ftory ridiculoufly blended with the political hiftory 
of the lait fourteen or fifteen years, in order to give an air of fecret 
hiftary to a fcandalous improbable fiction. 


Art. 24. The Dijguife: A Dramatic Novel. 12mo,- 2 Vole 


¢s. fewed. Dodfley. 1771. 

The Author of this performance apologizes to his Reader for de- 
viating from the forms in which novels have ufually been written; 
but this circumftance is, perhaps, the only one for which he de,. 
ferves commendation. In the hands of 2 man of genius the dra.. 
matic form may certainly be employed in a novel with the greateft 
advantages; but our Author is not to be ranked in this clafs. The 
incidents he has fele¢ted are often unnatural ; they are always fan- 
cied with little ingenuity or tafte; and the language in which he 
expreffes himéelf, is, in the higheft degree, loofe and incorrect. He 
has thrown mere events into dialogue; there 1s no matterly diftine.. 
tion in his characters; and he appears not to be intimately fec- 
quainted with the human heart. He.has complained that epiitolary 
correfpondencies have grown dull, that narratives have become te- 
dious, and journals heavy ; but the acts and the {cenes he has pro- 
duced, are, in our Opinion, {till more exceptionable; their general: 
Janguor and infipidity being never interrupted by flrokes of humour, 


and fallies of vivacity or wit. st. 


| MiscELLANEOUS. 

Art. 25. Eikonoclafles. In Anfwer to a Book intitled, Ezkon 
Bafilike, the Portraiture of his facred Majefty in his Solitudes and 
Sufferings, A new Edition. Correéted by the late Reverend 
Richard Baron. S8vo.~ 3s. fewed. Kearily. 1770. . ‘ 
The advertifement prefixed to this edition, hy the publifher, igs 

as follows : Vf 

‘ No heart ever glowed with a more ardent and generous warmth 
in the caufe of religious and civil liberty than Mr, Baron’s. He 
only breathed, he did not live in his own eflimation, but whilft he 
was in fome way or other lending his affiftance to this glorious caufe. 
He wrote, he publi‘hed and republifhed perpetually in its defence, 

* Had he been equally mindful of his domeftic concerns, she might 
have left a competency behind him for his wife and family; but his 
whole foul was engaged in the caufe; he neglected every other con- 
cern. He is now no more. 

* Some time before his death, at his fole expence, he printed this 
new edition of the Eixonoctasres. He did not live to publifh it. 
His notes and additions to it are truly valuable. The expence of 
this edition is a dead weight apon Mr. Baron’s effects. 

* It is now publithed to. fubferve the gencral caufe, and alfo to 
ferve the intereft of Mr. Baron’s family. The Erkonocuasrss ig 
too Well known to need any commendation: there is not a friend ta 
libe'ty who would not wifh it to be immortal. sin 

‘ The public may be aflured that every farthing arifing from the 
publieation of it, thall be faithfully and confcientioufly applied to 
the fole benefit of Mr. Baron’s family.’ - 

Mre 
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Mr. Baron had written a preface to this publication, in, which 
he informs us, that when the lait edition of Milton’s prote works was 
committed to his care, he executed that trutt with the greateft fide- 
fity ; of which no one who knew Mr. B. will entertain the Jeaft doubt: 
that after he had thus endeavoured to do jullice to his favourite 
Author, by comparing every piece, Jine by line, with the onging) 
editions, he met with a fecond edition of the ErxonocLastes (w ich 
had neither been feen by Mr. Toland, the former Editor, nor by Mr, 
B.) with many large and curious additions ; and he quickly refolved 
that the public fhould ng longer be withheld from the poffeflion of 
fach a treafure. ‘ J therefore now, fays Mr. B. give a new impref- 
fon of this work, with the additions and improvements made, by 
the Author: and I deem it a finguiar felicity to be the initrument 
of reftoring to my country fo many excellent lines, long loft—and in 
danger of being for ever loft—of a Writer who, is a laiting honour 
to our language and nation;—and of a work, wherein the princi 
ples of tyranny are confuted and overthrown, and all the arts and 
cunning of a Great Tyrant and his adherents detected and laid 
open.’ 

P The following obfervations on Milton, are at once characteriflic 
of that great man, confidered as the CHAMPION OF THE PEOPLE, 
and of the political zeal and fpirit of his late reverend Editor: ° 

‘ Mitton, in particular, ought to be read and ftudied by all our 
young gentlemen as an Oracle. He wasa great and noble genius, 
perhaps the greateft that ever appeared among men ; and his learn- 
ing was equal to his genius. He had the higheft fenfe of Liberty, 
glorious thoughts, with a ftrong and nervous ftyle. His works are 
full of wifdom, a treafure of knowledge. In them the divine, the 
ftatefman, the hiftorian, the philologifi, may bé all infiruéted and 
entertained. It is to be lamented that his divine writings are fo 
little known. Very féw are acquainted with them, many have never 
heard of them. ‘The fame is trae with refpe& to another great 
writer, cotemporary with Milton, and an advocate for the fame 
glorious caufe; I mean ALcernon Sypney, whofe difcourfes on 
Government are the moft precious legacy to thefe nations. : 

* All antiquity cannot fhew two writers equal to thefe. They 
were both great matters of Reafon, both great mafters of Expreflion, 
They had the ‘ftrongeft thoughts, and the boldeft images, and’ are 
the beft_ models that can be followed. ‘Ihe ftyle of Syvwey is ale 
ways clear and flowing, flrong and mafculine. The great MiLTon 
has a ftyle of his own, one fit to exprefs the afionifhing fublimity 
of his thoughts, the mighty vigour of his fpirit, and that copia of in- 
vention, that redundancy of imagination, which no writer before or 
fince hath equalled. In fome places it is confeffed that his periods 
are too long, which renders him intricate, not altogether intelli- 

ible to vulgar readers ; but thefe places are not many. In the book 
before us his ftyle is for the moft part free and eafy, and it abounds 
in eloquence and wit and argument. I am of opinion that the ftyle 
of this work is the beft and moft perfe&t of all his profe writings, 
Other men have commended his Hi/fory as matchlefs and incompa- 
table, whofe malice could not fee or would not acknowledge the 
excellency of his other works, It » no fecret whence their averfion 
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to Mri.row proceeds ; and whence their caution of naming him: ag 
any other writer than a poet. Mitton combated fuperftition and 
tyranny of every form, and in every degree. Againft them he em. 
ployed his mighty ftrength, and, like a Battering Ram, beat down 
all before him. But notwithftanding thefe mean arts eithér to hide 
or difparage him, a little time will make him better known; and 
the more he is. known the more he will be admired. His works 
are not like the fugitive fhort-lived things of this age, few of which 
furvive their authors: they are fubftantial, durable, eternal writings; 
which will never die, never perifh whilft Reafon, Truth, and Liberty 
have a being in thefe nations. : 

‘ Thus much I thought proper to fay on occafion of this publica. 
tion, wherein I have no refentment to gratify, no’ private intereft: to 
ferve: all my aim is to ftrengthen and fupport that good old Cau/e 
which in my youth I embraced, and the principles whereof I will af- 
fert and maintain whilft I live.’ 

And, accordingly, Mr. Baron did fo, with uniform ardour and 
zeal, to the laft; but, as we have already feen, did not live to pub. 
lith what he was fo eagerly folicitous to print.—He was aa honeft 
‘man, was well acquainted with the literature of this country in the 
Yaft age, and had many friends, whofe regard, however, he gene- 
rally jot, through the ungoverned warmth and inequality of his 
temper. 

Art. 26. A new Hiflorical Biographical and Claffical Diétionary, 
Containing a concife and alphabetical Account Of the moft remark- 
able Events recorded in Ancient Hiftory. Extra¢ted from the moft 
celebrated Claffical Writers: Alfo the Lives and Charaéters of the 
moft illuitrious Perfonages among the Greeks, Romans, Egyp- 
tians, Carthaginians, and other diftinguifhed Nations. Compre- 
- Heathen Deities, Patriots, Priefts, Philofophers, Kings, 
rinces, Legiflators, Statefmen, Generals, celebrated Ladies, Ora- 
tors, Poets, Hiftorians, Painters, Phyficians, Lawyers, Players, 

Artificers, and, in fhort, all who have fignalized themfelves by 

their Virtue, Courage, Learning, or Abilities. Calculated for the 

Ufe of Schools, and for fuch Gentlemen and Ladies, who not 

having had the Happinefs of a Claflical Education, are defirous of 

being acquainted with the Heathen Mythology, and the moft 
ftriking Circumftances of Ancient Hiflory. aizmo. 35. 6d. 
bound. Kearfly. 1771. © } 

The defign of this compendium is thus expreffed by the Author 
—! To the Reader,’ viz. , may %, 

* In the following fheets the Editor has endeavoured to lay before 
his Readers whatever he found moft valuable in the bett clafiic 
writers. ‘They contain a fhort, but he flatters himfelf not an unine 

terefiing account of the moft remarkable events recorded by the 
Greek and Roman hiflorians; with the lives and charaéters of the 
iluftrious heroes of antiquity, and, where they could with propriety 
be introduced, tranflations of many of the celebrated paflages that 
are to be met with in the ancient poets. ae 
_ § The work was not only undertaken for the Use of ScHOOLS, 
eg the want of fuch a performance has long been complained of, 
but for the iervice of fuch gentlemen as with to become <qee 
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ih the moft material occurrences of profane hiftory,.in the con. 
viel and eafieft manner. 

‘In fhort, the Editor has attempted to render the whole both 
eafing and ufeful, by blending delight with inftru€tion, and know: 
with entertainment. 

‘ Queen’s College, Oxford, Dec. 10, 1770.” . . 

- ‘We have only to obferve, that this little work is extremely defi- 
cient, from the great number of perfons and. ¢dings orhitted ; which, 
indeed, is not much to be wondered at, confidering the narrow 
compafs to which it is confined. If the Author wou d add to ita 
feond volume, for which there are ample materials, even on his 
wn plan of drevity, we apprehend his Dictionary would be more 
nerally acceptable to the public.—We have feen a work bearing a 
very fimilar title to this, bur it is merely biographical: it was pub- 

fihed by Millar, about 17 years ago, in 2 Vols. 12mo. 

27. Obfervations upon feveral Paflages extracted from a 

- Work lately publifhed, entitled, 4 Review of the CharaGers of the 
principal Nations of Europe*, 8vo. 18..6d., Almon. © 

There are very few of thefe obfervations that are in the leaft de- 
gree interefting : many of the extracts are produced only to commend 
them, and to echo the Author’s fentiments ; while it is difficult. to 
‘know for what purpofe others are produced, : 

' What, for inftance, is to be learned from the following article = - 
| ¢‘ Extract the Fourteenth, | 

ss By this perpetual concomitance of the women,”’ &c.—Page 73. 

: ‘ OBSERVATION S._ a6 
©The Author, no doubt, means, by. the-perpetual concomitance of 
the French women, their ftrong propenfity to aflemble together in 
large bodies. Would not afaciation, therefore, be a properer word 
than concomitance ? ** Concomitance [from concomitor, Lat.] Sub- 
fitence together with another thing.”—Johnfon’s Dic. 

‘ However, on re-confidering the word, I acquit the Author of 
‘impropriety ; for coucomitor, in Littleton’s Dictionary, is ‘‘.to accom- 
pany, to follow, to attend.” 

- Let us try one more: 

Extract the Thirty-ninth. 
- * Their general negligence of books (fpeaking of the Spaniards) 
reduces individuals to the neceflity of drawing moft of their know- 
ledge from their own fund of experience and obfervation ; which, 
notwithftanding they are excellent fources, and far exceed, in pu- 
#ity of truth and certitude, the lucubrations of the clofet alone, can- 
-not compare with that fuperior extent and profoundnefs of acute and 
‘thorough difcernment, which reading and_ meditation .give thofe 
who are adequately converfant with the world.”—Page 255. 
OBSERVATIONS. 3 

* Much knowledge may, doubtlefs, be acquired by experience 
.and obfervation; and we frequently meet with men, who, with 
hardly any affiftance from dooks, make no contemptible figure in 
the world. But thofe who are naturally acute and difcerning, will 
find their acutenefs and difcernment confiderably increafed, by a 
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careful perufal of books, the Authors of which were remarkable for 
their fhrewdnefs and acumen. Many of the Readers, howeye,, 
the above extra@, will probably with to know why there is more 
certitude, why there is more purity of truth im experience and cb/eryg, 
tion, than in the /ucubrations of the elofet alone,’ : 
OssERVATION upon this OBSERVATION, 

Does this Obferver need to be told that a man of experience, 
though he cannot read, will act with more. propriety in the world, 
than a raw reclufe ftudent, until his ftudies -are corrected and ma, 
tured by an experimental knowledge of mankind; but that wheg 
this knowledge is once attained, ceteris paribus, the latter will have 
greatly the advantage of the former ? Vi 

After ‘all we are perhaps miftaken in our eflimate of the merit of 
thefe Obfervations, for in the lift of Tras fold by the publither, 
ftitched up at the end, we are given to underftand that this pamphlet 
was oy Of print at the time it was upon fale! | 

t, 28. Sketches and Charadters of the moft eminent and moft’ 

gular Perfons now living. Vol.1. 12mo.. 23. 6d. fewed. Bri- 

ftol printed, and fold by Wheble in London. — 1770. b 

A good hint for a taking touch on the times ; but the flippant Wris 
ter has not. made the moft of his thought. If he will revife, im. 
prove, and give more folidity and fubftance to this work, we doubt 
not but. it will be highly acceptable to fuch Readers as are fond 
of anecdotes, repartees, and bons mots, of the Duke of Ydis, and my 
Lady Yat, and Mr. T other the noted wit, &c, &c. &c. ; 
Art. 29. The Coterie recommended; or, the Pleafures of the Beay 

Monde vindicated: In an Oration made before that honourable and 

truly laudable Society, on the 4th of April, being the Anniver- 

fary of its Inftitution. By the Hon, Mr. Shame’em. 8vo. 14, 

Gardner, &c. | 

Taking up the vulgar notion that the fociety lately formed among 
our people of fafhion, and known by the name of the Coterie, js 
calculated for the accommodation‘and encouragement of vicious plea- 
fures, this pretended Apologift abufes the affociation, ina ftyle that 
will fufficiently clear the Writer from all fufpicion of. his being him- 
felf a member. | 
Art. 30. The Trial of William Wemms, and feven others, Sol- 

diers in his Majefty’s 29th Regiment, for the Murder of Crifpus 

Attucks and four others, Mar. 5, 1770, at the fuperior Court of 

Judicature, Afize, &c. at Bofton, Nov. 27 following, &c. before 

the Hon. Benjamin Lynde, John Cufhing, Peter Oliver, and Ed. 

Trowbridge, Efqrs. Juftices of the faid Court. Publithed by Per- 

miffion of the Court. 8vo. 3s. fewed. Bofton printed, London 

reprinted. Evans. : OFT 

As the unfortunate accident which gave birth to thefe proceedings 
hath been taken up on party-ground, and the circumftances have been 
varioufly reprefented, thofe who are defirous of knowing the real 
ftate of the cafe, will here meet with fatisfaétion. 

Art. 31. The Vegetable Syfiem. By Dr. Hill. Vol. XVII. Folio. 


_ Royal Paper. 11. 115s, 6d. - Baldwin. 
See Review, vol, xli. p. 164, 
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felves, and to the charge of ufing unintelligible and myfterioys 
guage, than they really are.—Some of the belt writers on algebra 
purfued this method, and hereby rendered the feveral fpecies of mal. 
tiplication, in apprehending the rationale of which the main difiical; 
confifts, intelligible and obvious. y 
| La w. R- s 
Art. 34. Liberty vindicated againft Slavery, fhewing that Im. 
prifonment for Debt, refufing to anfwer Interrogatories, long Im- 
prifonment, though for juft Caufes, &c. are all deftruétive to the 
fundamental Laws and common Freedom of the People of England, 
_ By a Lover of his Country. Firft publifhed in the Year 1646, 
Svo. 1s. Wilkie. 1771. 
The efforts of Mr. Stephen, in behalf of himfelf, and of the other 
debtors confined in the King’s-bench prifon, have probably occationed 
the republication of the treatife before us, The Author of it feems 
to have been well informed with regard to the fpirit and tendency of 


lan. 
have 


our laws, and pleads ftrongly the caufe of humanity and freedom, $t 


Art..35. Lord Camden’s genuine Argument in giving Judgment 
on the ejectment between Hindfon and others againf Kerfey. 
Wherein Lord Mansfield’s Opinion delivered in Wyndman contra 
Chetwynd, is learnedly confidered. To which is prefixed, The 
Argument of Lord Mansfield. 4to. 4s. fewed. Wilkie. 1771, 
The opinion, which was given by Lord Mansfield upon a devife 

of land in the cafe of Wyndham contra Chetwynd, he fupported with 
much legal erudition ; and a fimilar queftion having been fubmitted 
to the Court of Common Pleas, Lord Camden delivered his judgment 
upon it. ‘The fentiments of thefe judges were oppofite ; and, it mut 
be allowed, that the point of law in difpute was of nice and difficult 
difcuffion. 

Lord Mansfield contends, that the atteftation of three witneffes to 
devifes of land is mere form; that, in the ftatute of frauds, which 
gives this dire€tion, the word credible as applied to witneffes is nuga- 
tory or ufed improperly ; that the ftatute being deprived of the word 
credible, the word witne/s mult be expounded by common law; that a 
releafe or payment will remove the cifability of.a witnefs from inte- 
refi; and that fuch a witnefs may even without a releafe be competent 
enough to prove the will for every perfon except himfelf. 
 Thefe conclufions appeared to Lord Camden to be erroneous. He 
conceived, and attempted to prove in--oppofition to them, That the 
credibility alluded to in the ftatute, ought to be confidered as a necef- 
fary and fubftantial qualification of the witnefs at the time of attefta- 
tion ; that if the witnefs is incompetent at that time, he cannot purge 
himfelf afterwards, either by releafe or payment, fo as to fet up the 
will ; and that he cannot, in that cafe, be a witnefs to eftablifh any 
part of the will. 

In the reafoning and arguments employed by Lord Mansfield, there 
is much fabtlety and precifion ; but perhaps he is inclined to allow 
to judges too great a latitude in the interpretation of laws. Lord 
Camden is more diffufe and lefs profound ; but his opinion, notwith- 
ftanding, abounds with many folid obfervations. He argues, in par- 
ticular, with great force againft the difcretionary power of Judges. 
* The difcretion,’ fays he, ‘ of ajudge is the law of tyrants; it is al- 
| : ways 
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: it is different in different men ; it is cafual, and de- 
Ritution, temper, and paffion. In the bet it is often- 


unknown 


on : 
hs in the worit it is every vice, folly, and paffion to which 
7 e is liable.’ St. 


poman natur | 
PoETICAL,. : 

6. A Poetical Epiftle to the Author of Verfes addrefled to 

‘Ikes, Efq; on his Arrival at Lynn. 4to. 6d, London. 

John Wilkes, Lig : 

1771. Sold by the Bookfellers of Lyan and Cambridge. 

From the few {pecimens which we gave of the Verfes lately pre- 
bated to Mr. Wilkes at Lynn f, our Readers may perhaps readily in- 
fr with us, that the Encomiaft’s ftation on Mount Parnaffus is fome- 
where on the declivity of the mountain; though we will not pretend 
o mark the identical fpot, or its elevation, precifely. We can {peak 
with more confidence and precifion with regard to the ftation of his 

feat Anfwerer; who is evidently a lowlander, and appears to 
have his fettlement in fome dark and deep cavern at the foot of 
themountain. He talks indeed of flying, with great confidence, in 
the very firit line ; 

‘ My mofe on daring pinions takes her flight——~’ 
but his mufe and he are a couple of arrant cheats: for they never 
once budge from the earth; nor can we difcern the f{malleit rudi- 
ments of wings any where about them. He does indeed endeavour 
toclamber up to the mountaineer ; but his foot flips inceffantly. He 

ts-however within reach of his fatellite, the poor printer, who is 
Fe ehat nearer his level, and catches hold of him by the flap of 
his coat—his beft Sunday cloaths too—in which, he tells us, the 
caitif on his knees prefented the obnoxious Verfes to Mr. Wilkes, 
moft gorgeoufly bound, and infcribed with golden capitals. For 
this tranfgreffion he rolls the culprit in the mud brought down from 
Helicon, till this poor Wilkite typographer’s holiday coat is in fuch 
apickle, that the man can never furely appear in it any more 
without turning it. After this moft intemperate act, he defcants 
awhile on the good of Old England, and concludes with an invoca- 
tion, and a prayer for poor Britannia, whofe cafe muft be de{perate 
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indeed, if it refifts the powers of verfe like this. Be ~y: 
I2mo. 


Art. 37. Leonrpas ; a Poem. The fifth Edition. 
. 2 Vols. 6s. Cadell, &c. 1770. 
That this well-known Englifh Epic hath had many admirers, is 


, evident from the circumftance of its having paffed into a fifth edi- 


tion. Its firft appearance in print was feveral years before the com- 


mencement of our Review; fo that any remarks on the merits and © 


character of this poem, would be foreign to our province. We fhall, 

therefore, only add, for the information of our poetical Readers, 

that Mr. Glover, the ingenious Author of Leonidas, hath, in the 

prefent edition, not only corrected the poem throughout, and ex- 

tended it from nine books to twelve, but hath alfo added feveral 

nd characters; befide placing fome of the old ones in new fi- 
lons. 
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fot the 
Art. 38. The Love of Money; a Satire. gto. 23, Evans, ig 4 
1771. . 
o be hungry, and to own it too, is at, this time of day a very Art. 
torious degree of modetty : 

‘ Write, write I muff ; ‘tis a licentious age, ment 
And vices. croud to feed a poet’s rage. Art. 
’ ¥ 7 * * > Rei 
Shame on the times ( 4S 
No! that ingratitude fpoils all. Th 
- * Shall I, with equal blame, fome 
With equal /0/ of honourable fame ?’ | with 
Remember the Ttatian proverb, and fear nothing. He abo afeas Mifce 
lofe what he never had, lofes nothing but his fenfes. 7 his fa 
« And therefore caft my inborn worth afide.’ erity. 
d fill-born. igh 
vr ‘ without remorfe, he 
Or pious looks, or ftill more pious tears, | row | 
We'd Aang all villains’ tion, 
Surely! why fhould not a hangman look like himfelf ? Art. 
‘ But where begin ?? iny 
At home. the 
“ would, would I had a friend !” re 
That is true; hang him firft by all means. cif 
¢ Wilt thou aflift me S - th 
No; he is appointed Firft L—d of the A ——y and has fomé. th 
thing elfe to do, | H 
: ‘ Thou canft tell the | 
Where to begin; what characters of hell— . aftor 
I know the road, and felf-inftruéted run.’ ferib 
Occupet extremum Jcabies ! If you are for that road, good bye to you. as tl 
* Here honour’s loft, for Churchill is no more; that 
Churchill is gone, and G-———— is a w——.’ rf 
Whereas, had he been living, her ladyfhip would have been as chafe Att 
as Diana of the Ephefians. C 
* *** bought a feat, will * * * the truth difown, k 
Bought others virtue, while he fold his own: a 
And when the wretch his own can fell no more, k 
He fells that virtue which he bought before.’ 1 
Bravifimo! Encore! tal 
So goody Jobfon went to Wakefield fair, wel 
And fold fome eggs, and bought fome chickens there : lith 
But when of eggs fhe had no longer ftore, Ar 

She fold the chickens that fhe bought before. 

‘This worthy Gentleman informs us that he is himfelf very font! r 
of the ladies at prefent, and that he loves them ‘ aye, more than . 
money ;’ but that, when he grows old and grey-headed, he intends hal 
to turn pimp for the benefit’of fociety, and, cor 

-—— * prove what woman is the cafe of vice” ‘eo 
But, poor Gentleman! he is at prefent in a pitiable fituation indeed. i 
~ © But nowI burn, Se gs the flower of youth.’ 


He threatens, however, to exert himfelf again the firft opportunity : 


* Yet I may fting, when once love’s fire is o’er,? P 
or 
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ood of our countrywomen we would not recommend his re- 


gr the 3 ; 
{ution 10 the next line, 

‘ And, if provok’d enough, muft fting before.’ te. 
Art. 39- The Book of Nature; aPoem. 4to. 18. Carnan. 


A fpiritlefs, well meaning poem, recommending moral improve- 


pent from the ftudy of Nature. , 
Ait. 40. Mifcellaneous Poems on various Subjeéis and Occafionse 
Revifed and correéted by the late Mr. William Shenitone. 8vo. 
45. Boards. Newbery, &c. 1771. 
Fagg re ae eeeee is “om to be Mr. Jofeph Giles, who 
ee Pom ide “ sare am, was intimately acquainted 
i a utili Peer: fome pleafing poems in Dodfley’s 
| rs . a 2 ela scene reap may feem to fpeak in 
hs “ r, 4 poetry oe prefented to us is far beneath medio- 
tn J ny - nad pa 7 ay what the late ingenious Mr. Shenftone 
ug t = ms : “ a ro a of private friendthip or bene- 
eh Gombe ible that with him thofe virtues had no nar- 
row “- i ee efe ner were every way unworthy of his atten- 
se, ae oe Dramatic [Yorks of Mark ‘Antony Meilon. Conifer 
.4il. 0 ar nton ° o 
ing of three Tragedies, Emilia, Northumberland, pt Re es 
» Raga pear Ri: abe aria ae of both our Theatres, but 
éfufed. ed by Way of an Appeal from the arbitrary De- 
va “ Defpots of the Drama to Candour and the Lovers of 
un ae 6. Wee 
How the Author of this wretched ft € i 
the tafte or impartiality of the mailiiees for Beene aon xem 
ee a ee ee convince us that the vileft 
wagghangaee Fhnress n compo ore excellent. In fuch cafes 
i they poser g ve ems o other pity than we ourfelves do, 
ost bore me meafure under a neceflity of looking into fach 
it. 42. Cricket, an Heroic Poem ; illuft i m. j 
Obfervations of Scriblerus Maximus, To manatee 7 “ey 
logue, called, Bucks have at ye All. Spoken by Mr Ki ae he a. 
a . Dublin, in the Charatter of Ranger in th: Sifpicions 
ufband. By James Love, Comedian, 4to. 1s. Davi 
This j , . - Davies, 1771. 
Tipe fl Baer wher ecg hbo 
well to the critical as to the cricketi IR vad i A ee 
lithed about 30 years ago << 
Att. 43. The Temple of C 
” 1/3 ° ° : 
me ee 7 Ofc me, wo on 1 ae <i 
e Author of this: i i aitt ht 
br the pleafure of dusting 6 i's har dd Sen = Kot 
Noewrre By Rigid £ at © 1t was a 
rad “reel me acre vl = is- Certainly a very unfoldier like 
Yoda profelled! = aaa as little obliged to the poet, who 
with ber ne y efs in the execution of a piece he honoured 
me.~—klowever, his total want of abilities as a poet will 
exempt 
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exempt him from the attention of minute criticifm, and we fhal}j 

low him a place in his Temple of Compafiion. 

Art. 44. An Epifile from the Princefs F- 
Countess of in London. ‘Tranflated from the Ktalian, and 
addreffed to G. S—w—n, Efq; 4to. 1s. White. i771, * 
This is a wretched attempt at wit; in the preface, againft the 

patriots, who, the Tranflator fays, are Specchi fying away; and, in 

the poem, againft the coterie, which is certainly entitled to an ables 
fatyriit. ‘i EA 

Art. 45. The Loves of Medea and ‘fafon; a Poem, in Thtee 
Books. Tranflated from the Greek of Apollonius Rhodius’s Ar. 
gonautics, By the Rev. J. Ekins, M, A. late Fellow of King’s 

College, Cambridge, and Rettor of Quainton, Bucks 4to. 
386d. Payne. 1771. ? eee, 
The Argonautics of Apollonius were of fuch high repute in anti- 
quity that Virgil has not fcrupled to borrow very largely from’ that 








writer, both in the conftruction, the fentiments, and imagery of hig 


Zneid ; yet we have never tranflated him; and indeed. the dry de. 
_ tail.of his fabulous heroes, and their uninterefting exploits in the 
two firftibooks, is very forbidding. The prefent Tranflator has wifely 
enough, therefore, omitted them, and fallen only on that more in- 
terefting part which defcribes the loves of Medea and Jafon. Buta 
mediocrity of. art and genius (which if we,allow Mr. “Ekins, ‘we 
rant him rather too much) was by no means fufficient here.’ And, 
indeed, this is a very tame and inadequate tranflation. To point 
out the feeble lines were endlefs; but the'Tranflator has fometimes 
as little propriety as poetry: He reprefents the blooming Medea as 
an old hag, who, in the morning, | ; 
** Smooths her parched cheeks :” 
‘ She then gives orders to the female band, 
~ Who in attendance near her chamber ftand !” | Lu. 
Art..46. Eve's Legacy to her Daughters.. In two Cantos, With 
her Epitaph: And Tirefias, 8vo. 1s. Davies. : 

A gracelefs ‘wag, making merry with his great grandmother, 
the apple,—the ferpent,—and the good man Adam. Some {crupi- 
lous Readers may think the Author’s humour (while employed ona 
{cripture fubjeét) not quite free from prophanenefs, The transforma- 
tion. of Tirefias, however, was lawful plunder, as being an Heathen 
Mtory. Vide Ovid’s Metam. lib. iii. © 3 
Art. 47. The New Foundling Hopital for Wit. Being a Collec- 

tion of curious Pieces in Verfe and Profe. Part IV *, 12mo, 

2s. 6d. fewed. Almon. 1771. | 

A few choice bits may be picked out of this bafket of {craps. 


. as 





- ® See more of this.colleftion, Review, Aug. 1769, p.156, 


ER RAT U M. rg! 
*,* In the Review for March, page 188, line 2, read,. This hé 
had promifed to Dr. Prieftley in one re/pe@; and there can ‘be a@ 
doubt but that s# other; Dr. Furneaux’s accurate, &¢. , 7; 


“<= ~ 
—_ <r ~~ . —— “Yagoea 


a, at Naples, to the’ 
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